'I:Fl-l_E GREAT NORTHWEST.
L

By glancing at o map of North Amerien the l'r-ntlt'r
will obwerve that thore are numerous systems of mountain
ranges, extending longitadinally theough it, and parallel
with either the Atlantic or Pacific const. A little refloc-
thon must assure every philosophieal mind that neither
clinnes nor seeidont could have produced these pheno-
wenn - #0 grand in symmetry, so mathematieal in propor-
The fitness and adaptation everywhere visible
nntarnlly suggest the thought that nothing short of In-
finite Wisdom eould have been the Muoster Workman,
The bare contemplation of the pieture, which no mortal
enn imitate or counterfot, theills the sonl with nwe and
Even the Chinsman, toiling npon
the geades of the Northern Pacifie, may experience, in a

Liomn

wondrons sublimity.

dilutedd Torm, these soulsublduing emotions: but he ean
no more reid the record of the Infinite, senlptared in the
rocks, thinn he enn translate the cuneiform inseriptions
found amid the ruins of Babylon.

T vesouo wman from savagoeism the light of science has
downed upon him, even in the far nwny occident, and he
in now beginning to intorpret these sublime hicroglyphies
whioh Natare has inseribod upon every mountain, written
i evary vale, and imbeddod in every river.  Superstition
wny eavily bigotry mny seoff; persecution may threaten;
the ghosta of the rack, the dungeon and the burning
stake mny shako their gory locks, but the day has pssed
when selenee oan be throttled for uttering truths that
soom b varinnes with the teschings of o dark nge.

The mountain ranges of North Ameriea are the monu.
ments and groat exelnmation points of the history of the
formation of onr continent.  Where the Atlantic now
tosson its restless billows there was onee o continent
porhaps the “Atlantis" of Plato.  Whore North Amerien,
like n young ginnd, stretehes in the sublimity of disturbed
ropose, there was onee 0 mighty ocean.  On the ancient
conbinent - the sunken Atlantis- thore were systems of
hountains; from them rivers flowed into this ancient
oooan, earrying down sand, soil and other debris. Nature
wan then Tnying the foundation of our continent.  How
subliie the conoeption!  How grand the onterprise!
How innigniﬂrlnnl the proadest achievements of man must
over appoar in contrast!  Even the pyramids, and the
great Chinese wall, and Babylon, “ the glory of kingdows,
the beauty of Chaldee's excellency,” dwindle into nothing.
hoss when compard with the building of « continent!

What are now ranges of mountains wore onee * hanks "
ol the bottom of the ocoun, similar o the Bunks of New.
foundlund, whers the oodtish come 1o fend,
rolled by, and slowly these banks (rudime
mountaing ) rose above the v of the waters, T
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of years were necessary for the gestatipn ‘af our continent?
Nature had an eternity of time in which to work, and
thare was no oceasion for her to hurry.

The first-born was that portion of North Amer'ica
lying enst of the Rocky Mountains, while the*Pacific
slope was still being developed at the hottom of the
ocean. How natural, then, that the upheaval of the
Atlantic const should be in a line parallel with the Alle-
gheny range of mountains. Age on age elapsed, and
gn-ul Niture was still in labor. At last, while the earth
shook with the convulsions of parturition, the Rocky
Mountains were born out of the troubled waters, wheeling
into line and forming the eastern boundary of the heaving
Pacifiec.  As yet the Sierra Nevada and Cascade systems
were but “banks"” the abode of fishes. In process of
time these ranges were born, and the Coast Range system
roge fo the dignity of “banks.” These, at last, appeared
above the waters, the youngest born from the vasty deep.

Reasoning by analogy, may we not conclude that,
away in the Pacific Ocean, there is another “bank," either
forming or in process of formation? Off Salmon River
(8o near the shore that the Indians venture out in their
canoes) ean be caught a kind of golden fish, even larger
than the eod of Newfoundlend. On the beach north of
Nestucea Bay, Tillamook County, I have found dead cod-
fish. Surely the “bank™ cannot be many miles away.
Lot the enterprising fisherman explore for it, and, when
found, T see no reason why it should not prove as great a
bonanza as those on the eastern const, which “ perfidious
Albion™ elaims, and which has cost our Government mill-
ions of dollars. A single fact in corroboration of the
theory that there is a bank near the eastern shore of the
Pueific geems worthy of attention,

A few years since the late Jeremiah Lamson, Esq.,
father of Captain Lamson, Clerk of the United States
District Court, here in Portland, settled just north of
Sund Cope, Tillamook Clounty, building his honse in a
gap of the lofty cliffs, but still high above the highest
tide. One morning, on glancing seaward, he was aston-
ished to discover, several miles from land, the approach
of what appeared to be a black wall of water, nearly per-
pendicular, which, as it neared the beach, he judged to
be fifty feet high. It broke with a tremendous roar, and
came up into his house to the depth of a foot, but imme-
diately receded, leaving a line of foam and driftwood to
mark 1.hr: boundary of its encronchment. I am positive
nl:n.ut this matter, for I entered land adjoining Mr. Lam-
son's place nu;l lived there nearly two years, The evi-
llt!f:twm are still visible, all along the shore, in & line of
drlff\fliﬂll, that a tidal wave must have recently broken
far inland and high upon the eliffs. f
: If‘"“‘"l‘ this paper merely as iun:mluctory to o series
wnreference to the Northwest, in which T shall endeavor
W so embellish and popularize science that my articles

shall prove interesting to the genoral reader. Most scien-
tific writers are 5o dry and technical that their papers are
l’w]l!tiln read outside of the charmed cirele of scientific
iquirers. - This style I shall strive to avoid.

W. H. Cuaney.




