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session o put Alaska under the protection of law, I
Ttspeople have sepeatedly 1emonatrated agninst our
neglect to afford them the maintenance and
tection expressly guaranteed by the terms of the
treaty whereof that territory was ceded 1o the
United States.  For sixteen years they have plead.
ed in vain for that which they should have received
without the asking. They have no law for the
collection of debt, the support of education, the
conveyance of property, the administration of
states or the enforcement ol contracts, None, in-
deed, for the punishment of criminals, except
stich as are offered against certain customs, com-
merce and navigation sets, The resources of
Alaskn, especlally in fur, minerals and lumber,
are considerable in extent, and eapable of large
development, while its geographical situation is
one of political and commereial importance. Con.
siderations of honor and good faith demand the
immediate establishment of civil governmeni in
that territory."

The improvement by the national government
of our harbors and rivers is & matter of the ui-
most importance to the Pacific coast, and that
congress shall make suitable appropriations for
the continuance of work already begun but now
suspended for lack of funds will be demanded by
our representatives, and we hope not without suc.
cess. Another demand made by (he peaple o
the west is, that the immense Indian reservations
be cut down to a reasonable area und as many as
possible of them abolished. On this subject Sec-
retary Teller, in his report, recommends that the
great reservations be thrown open to settlement
and the Indians be allotted lunds in severalty,
Tle aly> calls the attention of congress to the fict
that trealy stipulations with Indians have not
been carried out by the government, because
necesiary appropriations have not been made ;
that the ability of the natives to fully support them.
selves by the chase has ceased, because of the
rapid disappearance of the buffalo and other game,
and that unless provision is made for their sup-
port and to fulfil treaty obligations serfous trouble
will ensue.  History has repentedly shown us that
betw een starvation and war the Indian has always
chosen the latter, even when he knew that certaln
defeat and the possible extermination of his tribe
would be the final resull. From any posible
contingency of this character Oregon and  Wash-
ington are happily free. On this subject the
report says of the Crows and Blackfeet: ** The
Crow reservation is sitaated in the territory of
Montana, and contains 7,304 square miles, or 4,-
713,000 ncres of land, A large part of thisls
unfit for cultivation, but is the very best of graring
land. These Indians should be located on the
Big Horn, with a sultable reservation for agricul-
tural and pastoral purposes, and the balance sold,
At least 3,000,000 acres might thus be disposed
of, leaving the Indians sufficient agricultural lands
1o become self-supporting, if they desired to be-
come agricullurists, and a sufficient amount of
grazing lands should they prefer 10 become stock
ralsers.  The 1,713,000 acres that would be left
would give nearly, if not quite, 600 acres of land
toeach individual member of their tribe. The
number of Crows has been estimaied at 31,5004
but it is quite certain the number is much Jes,
and probably mot over 2,500 or 3,000, A portion
of the money realized for such sale should be at

Pro- | ued would make the Crows self.
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diane shall b Drepared to accept and care for
their stock themselves, The proceeds properly
supponting in a
few year at the farthes,

**The number of Indians on the Blackfeet res.
ervation is about 12,000, Until recently ihey
have leen able to suppart themselves largely hy
hunting, but the disappearnnce of the buffaloes
is likely to cause great suffering among them dur.
ing the coming winter ani spring, if an additiona)
appropriation is not made for them,  Inspector
Howanl reports from Fory Helknap, on the 171k
of October, 1883, that for the first time in the
history of the apency the buffalo has failed 1o
visit that region. Meretofore the buffale meat
and hides secured by the Tndians have boen sulfi.
clent, with the limited akl given by the govern.
ment, to give them fir support. 11 the Tndian
fail 10 secure buflaloes, ay it is now quite certain
they will, there is great danger of starvation
among them.  They avust ceralnly sarve unless
they live off the stock in the vicinity of the
agency, bul not on the reservation, If (he la.
dians are drigen by hunger to kill the cattle on
the raoges belonging to herders who are rightfally
in that section of the country, there will be great
danger of a collision between the henders and the
Indians, and if such collision does not oocur there
will be a great loss of property, for the Iidians
will doubtless destroy mare than they use, These
Indians have a fine grasing country amd more
good agricultural lands that can be wtllized by i
rgation, A ble approprintion should be

not received the government patent.  Congres
alone can rolleve the settler by declaring the
grants forfelied.  If the grants are not forfelted
when there has not heen a full compliance with
the conditions of the Brant, It seamis to be Just and
proper that wme provision showld be made by
which the wettlers, who, through Ignotance, oe
because they believed such Rrants had been or
would be forfeited, have made settlement on wch
rallroad lands, can secure a title, elther through
the milroad company or from the Rovernment.
It s carnestly to be desired ihat some means of
adjustment of these grants, as a whale, be pro
vided, or some method be devised which shall,
under cover of Jegislative authority, not only
remedy the evil suggested, bt enable this depat-
ment to eeach & finalty &5 10 the titles 1o be con-
veyal to these corporations st the earlles praetis
cable moment, and this relleve an anxious and
exclied public faeling, alroady sulficlently aroused
upon the varions difficult and complieated fues:
tioms eonnected with the wdministrathon of this
momentots and important branch of public affairs.
To this end 1 most wrgently reeommend that the
prompt and serlous attention of congress be (s
vited to the foregolng suggestions,”

This fally explaine the position of the (nterlor
department in vegard 16 & watier aboat which
unthinking people have wrangfully bames the
wcretary. That there are certnin land grants
that should be declared forfeled beoause not the
slightest effort s been made 1o eam them and

made for their immediate wants, and provision
made for stocking the range with cattle, and they
will become selfsupporting from the growth of
such herds, "

The Secretary also advises the repeal of the
pre-emption and timber-culture laws s framdy.
lently abused by land speculaton, and calls the
attention of congress to the existence of lapsed
milroad grants in the following language

“In my Inst report 1 called attention to the
necessity for some legialation in reference 10
Inpued grants. 1t is difficalt to make the people

dertand that the Ive department of the
government can not declare a grant forfelted whea
the corporation for whose benefit it was made has
falled 10 comply with the conditions thereof.
Petitions are § d 1o the tive demand*
ing the forfeiture of grants for non.compliance
with the conditions thereol, Individual clalmants
declare themselves outraged because the commis-
sioner of the general land office refuses 1o allow
filings oo the odd sections of land within the un-
forfeited railroad grants. The govemment s de-
rided ns the government of the rich and opposed
to the poor, because the executive depsriment of
the government does not do what the courts have
repeatedly declared could be done only by the
legislative branch of the government, that b, de-
clare a forfeiture of 3 grant. Complaint Is made
that grants made more than a quarter of a century
age are still treated an valid, subsisting grants,
and the settler forbidden 1o go thereon, although
nothing has been dove toward the bullding of the
road, which must be buill bebwe the mmilroad
company can receive the evidence of the title
given 10 it by the government so many years sgn.
If the execative department of the government
disregard the law and inse 3 patent to wuch st

invested berd for the tribes, and cared
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no definite promise exiils that such will be mule
in the mear future, s cortain g il i s eipually
certuin that other grants which hawe leoome
technically forfelted becouse clivumstances have
prevented a plation of contemplatel lines
within the time limited in the grant, should net
be too hastily revoked.  Bills will no douls
be Introduced In great aumbers affecting lal
krants all through the west.  1f congress will take
hold of this matter with the proper apirit of fab,
pess, we have no dould Justice will be dose nid
the spirit of the laws making these grants falely
cartled out,

HOW TO GREASE A WAGON WHEFEL.

The Corck Makers' Magasing endorses the
statement that few people are aware thai ihey do
wagons and carriages more bjury by gressing too
plentifully than in other ways. A wellimade
wheel will endare constant wear fiom tan 1o
tweniy-five yeurs, Il care s taken 1o use the vight
kind aml proper amownt of grease ; but if this
matler s not altended 1o, it will be wsed wp In
five of six years,  Lanl shouk! nover ba wad un
& wagon, for it will peneteaie the hub sad work
its way out around the tenons of the spokie, thas
spoiling the wheal. Tallow s the best lubrieaior
for wouden anleirres, aind caston onl fog ron hute,
but many of the patent sale gresses are sl o
callent, and have the ment of being chanper and
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