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he tossed about his baby hands in the cradle, he
mounted his horse and rode away from the cabin,

the little group at the door until intervening teees | ¢
drew thelr green curtain before the scene,

canyon to the lovely Rogue river valley, in which
stooll not a habitation, save the rude wickinps of
hostile savagees, over Siskiyou mountain and across
the swiltly-rolling Klamath, along the base of
snowscrested Shasta, until they finally reached the
Sacramento valley, At Nye's ranch, now Marys-
ville, they learped that good diggings had heen
discavered on Yuba river, and turning up that
stream followed it to Rose bar, in the foot hills,
where now the great hydmulic mines of Smarts-
ville wash down the auriferous hills,  Here each
man selected & claim and began his mining
CArCer.

More fortunate than some of his companions,
Peter Warren found a very rich claim, but afler
working a few weeks, the river, swollen by heavy
rmins in the mountains, covered the bar so that all
work had to be suspended,  For three manths he
waited patiently for the water to recede, spending
nll the dust he had accumulated and even rinning
into debt at Rose & Reynolds' trading post. He
finally resumed work and soon had his score
cleared and laid away a small bag of the scale
gold his claim yielded, when he was stricken with
that horrible malady, the scurvy, hwought upon
him by living eontinvally upon bacon, without
vegetables or acid food, Leaving his claim in
the passession of & man who offéred to work it on
shares, he hastened to Sacramento for medical
attendance, By the first of June he was o far
recavered as toagain seek the mines, having spent
his last **pinch” of dust, though by no means capa- 4
ble of much physical exertion. Upon arriving at
Rose bar he found a stranger was working Is
claim, having purchased it fram the man in whose
charge it had been left, and as possession in those
days was all the title required, Warren was com-
pelled ta look elsewhare.

Tng mines were now rapidly flling up with
that great army of argonauts from the east, pour.
ing into California from arpund the stormy Horn,
across the feveg-haunted Isthmus, through Nicar-
agus, Mexico and Arizona, and over the bleak
plains by the way of Salt Lake and down the
mar hy Humboldt. They made their way up
into the mowrtains in search of new diggings, and
Warren also pushed further into the canyons of
the green-clad Sierra,  He had postponed his de-
parture for Lome until fall, expecting to be able to
take with him the heavy sack of dust he had
Lioped 1o have in the spring.  There was no mail
1o Oregon then, and as be had met with po one
retuming thither, he had Leen unable to send
home a message of any kind. With a firm de-
ttrmination to win the coveted prize and refum
to them in the fall, he plunged deeper into the
mountains, He prospected hete and there, fre-
quently finding what miters at the present time
would consider a spleadid claim ; but his feverish
anxiety (o make a '*howe stake,” and the mem-
ory af the richness of his old claim an Rose bar,
led him to abandon them all and prospect for a
better one,  In this manner the sammer and fall

He came down the South Yuba and crossedl over

to Deer ek, 1o spend the winter at the famous
turning every ew yards to throw back & kiss (o) ¢

* poundd diggings ™ on Gold yun, and with what

There he worked all winter,

had aleeady been gone s year Linger than he had
promised, he had not yet secured the coveted hag
of dust, and he was ashamied to et without it

miner on Yuba and Feather rivers that a wonder
ful lake had been discovered away up smong the
mointain  peaks at the headwaters of  those
streams, on whose shore gold could be pieked up
by the wagon load, and that Stoddand, the dis
coverer, would lead a select party 1o that spol as
soon as the iy fingers of Jack Fros had been
unclasped by the warm rays of the sun and the
mountain passes froed from the huge deifie of
snow.  Preparations were made by hundreds 10
follow in the wake of Stoddand’s panty 3 and when
the news was spread that search for Gold lake
had really been commenced, there was a greal
rush from all sides in the direction the first party
had taken, Thousands roamed thiough the
mountain fasinesses of Sierra und Plumas eounties,
and though the golden lake was never found,
(eores of rich diggings in Ul reglon were dls
covered and quickly filled with miners,
Among this excited crowd of adventurers wis
Peter Warren, the last ounce he had heing spent
for an outfit,  He nccompanied the hurrying and
incubierent crowd hither and thither, over high
mountaln summits, along rocky clifls and the
edige of yawning precipices, planging through
immense drifts of smow and forded the ley eur
rent of twmulivous mountain torrents, until he bes
came sqparaterd from all the others aod found him.
sell alone among (he mountaln summits,  His
piicle animal weakened by want of food, lost his
footing on the steep wide of a canyon, wnd rolled
down upon the rocks a thowsand foat below,
seattering his pack of provisions and tools s
completely and in such insccessible places that it
was impossible 1o recover them, Warren atill
struggled on until, footsore, discouraged and
nearly famished for want of food, he sunk down
beside the tail and abandoned himsell to uiter
despair.  For hous he lay in » hall comelous
state, his mind ohlivious to his surroundings but
painfully agute 1o lis own agony. 1
#t Hello, partner, what seems (o be the marter ?
sald o hearty, cheerful voice as & hand  was
fiemly but tenderly laid on the prestrate man s
choulder, * Nothing gone wrong with you, !
hape? 1 reckon he's abwit |-:;;‘:le nuii“. :llfﬂ;
o ting a flask into his hand,
I::‘F,m;ii:hil.i-u:r:: lr:l will oo you good §
you Jook powerful weak,"”
Instinetively Warren grasped the flask and con-
veyed it to his mouth, and "am;l spirita "':"':::
ually to fes
t;:ﬁlt:lr;:i‘ltht: ‘}:‘:::f'l::nmlrl friend in his
m:;}-m alwap dflnh_liln that, pariner, i
would take & heap of apirits 10 keeps you going.
I reckon you are hangry, too! 2
+ Have had pothing 1o eat for two days.

last fellow on earth to see 8 man @ hungry, 1
never mivs a meal when | ean help i1, and in
dogged i 1 like 10 see anyone clie mim one
lust hie had accurmulated bought the claim of | either. Can you walk a lttle ?
man who had made envugh anfl desicnd 1o retiim
The little party with which he united journeyed | to his castern home,
yapidly southward.  Up the Willnmette valley | making bat little more than “grub money,” as
they passed, across the Calapooia mountaing to] the best ground in the claim bad been warked sut
the valley of the Umpqua, on through the rugged | before he puechased I,

"Yen,"

AN right ; come along 1o the ereek ahond

here and we'll go into eamp for the night, 11
et you somethiog hot 1o et la a jifly,"

The new Irlond wan as oot as his wond, and

It was now the spring of 1850, and though be | in hall sn hour the two sat down to & repast that
many A man less fambshed than Peter Warten

woull have relished,  Afer eating they reclined
beslde the blasing pile of faggots, and while

Early in the spring ramon spread through the | smoking by virns the only pipe Watson possessed,

related the story of ihelr Hves  When Wamen

wpoke of his onve happy home by the Willamette,

where now i wife and Hitle ones were no donls

monining for him es dead, and how he hal

strugthed mnd suffeted in the mines in his effony

1o got even & suall sum (o take howe 1o them,

Watson's eyes Glled whth tears, and selelng hia

companion by the hand the generous hearted

man vowed that hall ho possessed should by hls

andl that henceforth they were partners,

“Cheer up, old fellow, I'm on my way now 1o
the tichest diggings in this whole country.  Some

friends of mine dlscoversd them and sent me
word,  We'll take up two elalmn toguthior und
work them for all they are worth,”

This arangesient waa entirely satlalactory to
Warren, who weuld have clutched sagerly af the
least steaw of hope,  The nest day they started
oul, and two days later descended the steep hill
near Spaniah peak to the eant beangh of the
north fork of Feather tiver, and located two of
the best claims on Rich bar,  With the (hought
of his loved ones always in his mind and en-
couraged by the hope that st last he would be
able to win & fortune and return to them, Warren
worked whh tireless enerngy until spring.  The
bouyant aplrits of his companion skled in making
the winter soems short amvd the labor less exbasst.
Ing.

f]um Watson wis tme of those free hearted,
poble souls that do o mich w redeem this workd
from utter greed and selfhshness. He was 2
young man of abllity, ehesrful in advenity el
brave and (uick 1o set in tmes of danger | gon-
erous 1o & fault and hanomable ln every lmpulee,
he was & worthy son of the grand old state of
Kentucky, the Bt representative of an old and
respested lamily, Like too many of his tempeis-
ment who went 1o Callfornis, the exclioment of
the mines led him into many escesses of drinking
and gambling, of which he was ahaneed shon
wliet, bt which his eonvivial patwre wosld not
permit hiim to abandon, In bike efforis 1o seforim
he fodned & lowas of arength in Peter Waiven,
and soon after ihey had located on Rich lar he
was by his Trieod's uhd able to eefeainn anlivaly
from drinking s even abjured the game of poker,
which had been hin fuvirite smusement snee
chililbood snd whigh baed kept him constantly oh
the verge of bankiuptcy.

One Sumbay late in (ha spring, while reclining
at full length leoeath h;_g:. e esjoying thalr
pllnl,““lllllu waid o will be my last
werk.

+ Have you made enough 1™

v Not sa much as | would Uke, bat my halt
will e quite & sum, wnd | am too ansions W stay
any longer.” , )

o Plow much do you rechon N!OW”I'I

neho! you don't tell we. Well you shall

wors away withou! finding him ready to retutn,

have some powerful quick, Jim Wiatson W 1he

' Aboli Big,00m "
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