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ladger mountain country ;. One of the two
agon routes traveled by immigrants runs
heough the Grand coulee, near the Colum-
bin river, passing through Deep ercek fulls,
coftonwood, near Mosiquito springs, Rocks
nyon, Wild Goose hills, Callfornin settle
ment, n gull(‘l'lﬂ norlhuv-trrl_y course,
iough the deep coulee, then southwesterly
o nnd along Foster ereek, erossing this stream
br creck bed at o point near where it empties
mto the Columbla, thence southwesterly

win along a branch of main Foster creck,
swirds It souree, and an until the Chelun
nd Walla Walla government wagon road Is
bruck, which runs the entire length, north
wl south, of the prairie country bhordering
b Badger mountaln,  The roads are not so

d ag might be Imngined, consldering they
un wild and are never worked or ropaired,

da loaded tentn enn move along hdte cam.
much of the distance. The secoml
o most fwvored route I8 identical with the

oriahly

Brand coulee ronte as far as Cottonwood and
pme distance beyond, and then runs In o
puthwesterly direction through the Crab
vek country, along Mineral lake, [Iron
rings, and through the Moses conlee,  The
peents and descents are not so lt‘l\ulh_\.' Or wiy
pupt s on the northern route, and loaded
Bams can move with less difficulty, Easto
¢ Grand coulee is a pralrie country thirty
fles wide, east and west, und running south
m the Columbin river as far as the eye can
pach, of whose great area, tlet soll and capa:
Hlities for producing grain and maintaining
dense population 1t seems the world is
wly informed.  Standing on one of lhe
glicut summits of this region, o few miles
puth of the Columbla, and looking away o
e ottt over what scems in unbounded ex
nee of rolling, billowy prairie, one can not
il to Le filled with enthusinstic admiration
nd with wonder that people are not rushing
hitherward by the thousands to occupy and
nild up pleasant homes and scoumulate
Widely scattered cab
w betoken an extremely Hmited population,
wl the ¢haracter and extent of improvements
Much of
his land has lately been taken up by men

mfortable fortunes.

ive evidence of little enterprise,

ho Intend to eccupy and improve noxt sea
iy, and at the end of another twelve-month
e whiole reglon will assume an entirely
ifferent aspect from that it now weirs, The
ay i& not far distant when all this conntry
ill be settled and Improved and become the
sheritance of a large population of thrifty
firmers. T the blg hoseshoe, between Girand
nid Moses coulees on the east and the Co-
umbda river on the three remalning sides,
lex o grand farming prairle, extending about
ity miles north and south and thirty cast
il west,  This Is land almost entively free
rom scale-rock and so gently undulating
hat not one acre In forty Is untillable.  One
might plow a furrow for miles in any diree
fon without a break, and cultivate every fool
bl section after section of n.gmd land as the
un shines upon. Extending for miles along
he southwestern border of the praiele ls

(Badger mountain, on whose nort most
ummit and slopes are several thousand acres
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of valuable pine Umber lasd. A saw milll
hits recently boen put up by one of thie ean -
Yons of the mountain and lumber will soon
be turned out for the use of the settlers

Over the river and bordering [t are the moun

tiins of the Cascade vange, and all dlong the
slopes of these mountalos, but principally In
the reglons higher up the river, are bodles of
pine timber from which lumber will be man

ulactured and rafted 1o polnts enslest of aceess
to the cltles and farms of the plaln, At 4
polnt nearly opposite the west center of the
prairie the Wenatehie rlver s made for
Itself a valley bed about four miles wide and
extending back and northwest a number of
miles, Near the Wenatchie elver a bed of
bituminous coal his been dlscovered, and
from this and others sure to be brought to
Hight In the Cascade range at no very distant
tlll_\'. fuel will be Brong it ll_l nuilmm'; W SO0l
as the necossities of the people regulre
The Columbla river Is navigable for many
miles above here and to Priest’s rapids below,
and when congress makes the appropriation
to clear these raplds of obstructlons or lock
them, there will be unbroken steamboat nav

Igation through to Portland and the ocean,
The soil of the Badger mountain country s
arich sandy loam of a lght shade, two w0
four feet in depth and underlald with & clay
subsall, Al through tils subsoll siimll frag

ments of lmestone are thickly seattered, as
the material thrown out at the mouth of each
badger hole goes to show,
these bits of Himestone

Ihe presence ol
w0 lavishly strown
through the subsoll Is andoulted evidence ol
the wheat producing qualities of the surface
soll.  OF s vegetable producing qualities
there can be no longer any doubt, as sowme of
the settlers of the early part of this season
gave 1t a tefal and found 1t all thint could be
desired, Potatves planted on new turned sod
I Junegerew, matured und reached & degree
of parfection and excellence not ofton ex
ceeded, and that without a drop of raln and
without enltivation from the breaking of the
prairie to the digging of the tpbers.  OF what
the soll s capable In the way of producing
graln erops we can judge only by appearances,
an it Is wholly untried, except In the Instance
glven ahave: but that the soll |s Inferlor to
none In Washington territory must be con.
coded by all who glve It investigation, There
s none of the bothersome wool grass on that
prairie, and the rich soll turns over In as fine
w state of Ulth and as it for Tomedlate crop.
ping as much of the prairle land of other
sections at ik second plowlng,
will break two acres of the pralle fn & day

A good team

and thin fact taken In connectlon with the
other fact that seeding may immediately ol
low breaking, will operate greatiy to the ad
visntuge of next spring's settlers, A settler
named Fearlng is breaking pralele at this time
with 8 common team whose only feed s the
dry bunchigrass as It stands on the pralrie,
The coming clty of the plain ls 1o be called
Okanogan (O=kan.og-an), and Is situated near
the center of the pralrie and sboul slateen

miles east of the westernmost bend of the
river, 1t s located on high land and has &
grand outivok In every direction, down aeross
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the casy slope 1o the river on the west wil

i the penks of the Caseade and Coalimtils
mountalne on the north, west and south,
The town site v 1309 mbles wont of Spokane
Fulls and 115 miles cast of Seattle on the

sl Klonsburg on the southwest Is sov.
ety miles away, and from there the present
supply of tour is belng obtalued for Okun
ogan at a costof $3 por barrel at the mill
Yakima s about thirty miles south of Ellens:
burg and one hundred miles from Okanogan,
At Wenatchle, twenty five miles away ail
on the river of the same name, |« the nearest
postotice at present,  The conl-tieds are near
this hmlet, The temporary county seat |s
Davenport, w sinall town o the eantern ond,
which was selected by the leglalature In splte
of the fuct that Spragae, the only place of
any conslderable siee, desired it amd 1o secure
It worked hard for the creatlon of the new
county, Tt wlil be permanently looated by a
\lnh' of the |u'u|l|r' at the next gi'llrml vl.rl
o,

The amesmment list for Lewis and Clarke

county foots up $0,598, 581, Including 50,210
acten of land listed st 12,90 per aere, 30,404
stock cattle at $30 per head, and 38, 154 shesp at
$a78ench. 1t exconds that of 1883 by shou
$a,000,000, The great balk of this propanty |s
ownedd by men reriding tn 1lelona,

The statlon on the Hellgate fumerly known s
Prrummond and which was recchibstined Plini,
Duaw by e fiest thile pestored to bt Dwmaimesiul
accuples the alte of the old town of Fdwardaville,
which s been purchased from John Fdwards by
the company, and is the railmad peiat for Philips.
burg, New Chicago, Nevada ceek, Helmville
andl [hewp,

The town of Grest Falls, on the Missourl, In-
eludes Plack Eagle falls n the town slie, st which
the paojected lmprovements of waler power sre
to be made,  Prepartions are on foot (o deliver
1,000,000 feet of lumbar (here i the spring aml
to baem an immense quantity of beick, A plan-
Ingg k1l will be the first (ndusiry entabilished, It
s expected that the ' Minneapolis of Mantana
will make a great showing In 18Ry,

The growth of the new towy ol Anscands, In
Doer  Lanlige county, s something iemarkalile
even o (s lasd of muskisoom clthes,  The flent
howse was bullt in July last, and now the town
lasasts of 200 howses, ncluding several line belek
thocks and dwelliogs.  Lasge stoees, hotely,
matkets, shope, Vivery stables, saloces, wnd all
that goes to make up a iwiving basiness 10wn
have baen estabdiabied, and only the new spipear-
wnce of everything winkl indlate that this was
wol & town of several gean’ growih, Wik on
the imuwose smelier b progressing  eapelly,
Hoth the Utah & Novthern and the Nosthern
Pacifie will probsbily beid teaneh lives to Aua-
concda in the spring.

The reghon north of Flathesd laka, though one
of the best, s one of the least known | the tere




