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Coal has been discovered on the western slope
of the Cascade mountaing, in Yakima county, W,
T. "That it is of good quality is evidenced by the
fact that gentlemen connected with the mines at
Newca tle recently located sixteen claims on a
five-foot vein, Thediscovery is in the Teanaway
country west of Kittitas valley,

A lerdge of silver ore was recently discoverad
near Fairweather, Spokane county, W, 1., about
twenty miles from Cheney, and when the news
reached that enterprising town there was a lively
scamper to seeure locations on the lead. A
mining district has been organized and many
claims taken, The rock is pronounced very rich
in silver by quartz experts.

Coal was recently struck in shaft No, 1, on the
Esplanade, by the Vancouver Coal Co,, near
Nanaimo, B, C. Sinking was bepun in June,
1831, and p circular shaft twenty feet in diameter
was sunk 635 feet until it reached a seam of ex-
cellent coal seven feet and four inches in width,
The event was celebrated by a grand banquet
given by the company to its employees,

The valuable deposits of mica which were dis:
covered some time since at the head of Bear
creek, about four miles northeast of Lewiston,
Idaho, have already sent two consignments to
Hoston and New York, The mica, which is de-
clared by experts to be superior in quality to that
procured in the Caralinas, is found in small inter-
mittent veins or streaks covering a large area, in-
dicating an abundance that will render the mines
of permanent value, The metal I prepared for
market at the mine, being split into thin layers,
cut to patterns of some eighty siees and shapes,
neatly wrapped in tissue paper and packed: for
shipping

Returning miners from the Kootenai region say
that considerable prospecting has been dane there
this season, The ore is low grade, assaying from
twelve 1o forty ounces of silver and catrying a
large per cent. of lead, Prospecting down the
Columbin some ninety miles from the lake, re.
vealed no placer diggings of much value, bat
placer mines have been found on Hall river by
prospectors from Kootenai, Many quartz claims
have been located this season, and the indications
are that a flourishing mining district will spring
up thete, A number of large boats have heen
built 1o navigate the lake and river and transport
supplies 1o the miners.

The county of Meagher, Montana, which has
always been known as the **cow county " is de-
veloping great mineral wealth in the Belt motn.
tains that occupy its eastern end,  The mountains
are full of prospectors and many rich strikes have
been made, There are promising ledges in
Maiden, Yogo, Wolf creek, Copperopolls, Sage
creek, Castle mountain, Montsna, Barker, Birch
creek, Belt Park, Mossgate and Sixteen-mile ereek
districts, many of which have been located anumber
of years. Preparations are heing made Ly severa

THE WEST SHORE,

IEHRNE aeabey and chances for the springung up of

large  mining camp in the near fitire are very
bright.

At Hardshurg, Alaska, mining has been: suse
pendest for the winter,  The Treadwell e, on
Douglas island, has a ledge 500 fert wide which
has boen uncovered a distance of 1,000 feet, The
ore is Jow giade hut in great quantity and casily
taken out,  In twenty-three days 230 tons were
hrought 1o the suclace and crushed in a Tivesstimp
onill, yielding $2,600 without saving the sulphirets,
which would have averaged $6 per ton, It s
proposed to erect & 12o-stamp mill pext season.
Several other claims show paying ore.  About 130
people are wintering In Harrislairg this season,
The judgment of the Schiffelin Brothors that the
season in Alaska ks oo short to render mining
profitable is no doubt correct, excepl in the case
of such mammoth ledges as the Treadwell,  Re-
turning miners bring many samples of fine coal
and a superior quality of white marble,

Reports from the Cour d'Alene gold mines are
somewhat conflicting, rnging in tint from blue
1o rose, but all agree upon the conclusion that the
placers, o at least portions of them, are rlch, but
just how extensive and valuable they ave ean only
be domonsteated by actual working.  Many claling
have been located, thongh but few of them have
been apened,  The following from the Walla
Walla mion s na reliable a report as can be had
Al present:

“Tom Bemly, Pat Flynn and Robert Smith,
three practical miners from Wood river, have
just returned from the Coodr o' Alene mines and
speak in the highest terms of the prospects there,
They report Pritchard's ereek (o guleh) about
eighteen milex long, varying in width from fwenty
to eighty rods, 1t s fal and smooth, having a
fall of two feet to the hundred, with a gradoal
and even slope,  The guleh i all covered with
heavy timber,
but the largest can be easily handlod by two men,
Water is abundant and sufficient for the diggings,
The ground will be worked by either strlpplog o
drifting, but most likely it will not pay 1o drift
very extensively, Ten miles of the gulch have
alieady been prospected and pay dirt found. Two
hundred claims have been located, amd every
cluim opened up so far pays from §20 to $100 per
man daily. Only ten strings of slulces are now
running.  The bed-rock fx alate, and pays from
one 1o two ounces per pan.  There are a fow
inches of pay gravel on the bed:tock which
prospects from 25 centa 1o 810 per pan,  1isnot
ascertained how wide the pay streak is, hut parties
ate now working ln (he center and on both sides
of the gulch in various places. When the party
reached (he gulch they found oaly wo men Spen-
ing it up—George Ives and & man named Gillett.
After Jooking at the recotils they discavered that
several men were hollding all the way from 6o to
220 acres apiece in their own names, as well 24
the names of those who hail never been near
there. They accondingly staked off (wenty scres
of such land aplece, and were immedistely follow.
ed by others, wha id likewhie,  Miners came In
from all directions, and sow oaly two men have
twenty scies esch-Ives and Gillett.  The clulme
were voluntarily divided up and given 1o new
comers. The miners genenally werw in favor of
ot asking Tves and Gillett to divide up, W they

Hocks wee also quite numerous,
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|“"“'I'ﬂ"“" o begin operations oo quite an ex- | were the it In the galeh, and had shown such

energy in opening it up,  There are several
iulches tributary to Pritcharl’s which have all
bewn taken up, vie:  Fagle creek; aboat wven
miles long s Butte guleh, tivee and a hall miles
Jong ¢ Ciold Kun, twi or three miles long ; Cunits
galch, on the south side of Pritchands, four o
five miles long.  On the latter there weee only
twn chaims when the party left.  This guleh gets
e naene from an extensiyve quarts formation at ity
head,  Ttin thought some eight hundred o one
thowsand men will winter in the guleh, A post
office will soon be extablished, Seven hundred
names have already been signed to a petition for
the establishment of mail service, A teall bs now
open between Heron Shling and the diggings,
orossing over the Coeur ' Aene thdge.  The trall
in n comparatively easy one, and Delig the ahintest
st o the tmvel 1o the mines will go via Heron
Siiding,"”

AGRICULTURE,

MONTANA FARMS,

The chamcter and peealinrities of farming ln
Mattana are well set furth in the following arl
cles by meveral of the leading papers of that tenrl,
tory,  The Glendive Thmer says 1 *"The westem
emigrant who suarts for Mootans with a view of
farming, shoull ot swppose that the country b
Tike Dakots, aml offers large wiens of lamd of aven
fortility veady for cultivation,  Moutana, wiih
the exception of the high, ralling, grawy plaios in
the sastarn portion of the terrtury, W ewscntlally
& moustain region, 1t is the backbone ol the
ontinent, and its surface bx upheaved lnto counts
less ridges and ranges and Into so many gigantic
peaks that nobody has found time fo give them
wll names,  Peopile whi get thelr ideas of moun:
tains from a map, and lungine that & range cons
svtn of & single lne of ddges and summits, will
be srpeived to find that what v called the main
dividde of the Rockies i about ity miles wide,
and that spurs wnd latersl ranges Gill & balt of
country more than two hundred miles o breadih,
Then there are detached groops and ranges thal
fie out on either shde of the waln body like the
flankets of an anmy, The mountaine ary by no
wmeans valualess to the setiler j for thele slopes are
covered with grass (o sn slevation of weven or
eight thousanid feet above the s level, and tin:
b ggrows i the ravines on both sides  Agrieul:
ture, however, in necessarily eonfined 1o the
valleys which wind anmind smang the lufty ranges
in long, norrow belta of fertile bottomedanid, The
furmer only sk to own & strip or valley Tand,
knowing that the slopes of the adjacent mountaing
will afford & free ronge for hie Hocks and Berds
Nat vnly is Mootana farming limsitesd 10 the nar
cow walleys, but 1o such purtions of the valleys o
can be livigsted,  Crops ase mbwd in  many
lscalitles without levigation, but this b in low
jand chone 10 the reams.  Generally speaking,
on Montsna farms (he scanty ralafall wast be
wipplemented imce o twice during the growing
wason by an artificial waterdng of the Beldy
Thes far the lerigating methods sloptad have
been simgple and chanp, each [mer providing
diteh for Wis own wse,  Ussally the lorge vivers
are not drawn upon ot all, but the little strenms
et came down from (e mosntals gorges are




