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CASCADES OF ROGUE RIVER.
The falls, or more properly cascades, of Rogue

river s shiown by owr eograving are among the
most entrancing of the many aqueous heauties of
Oregon. The waters leap and foam in the rocky
channel over a series of small falls and steep in-
clines that keep them lashed into foam and draw
from them s rushing, plunging sound that an-
nounces their existence Lo the traveler before yet
the river is seen. They are fifiy-five wiles north.
east of Jacksonville, and not far from where both
the milroad and stage road cross the stream.
Rogue river is the principal stream ol Southern
Oregon and drains all that great region lying be-
tween the water sheds of the Umpqua and Klam-
ath from the summit of the Cascade range to the
Pacific ocean,  The area drained is large and the
volume of water discharged into the sea enormous.
Having its fountain head in scores of mountain
brooks, the river gradually increases In size until
it dehles from the mountain canyons into Rogue
river valley. It then flows through a succession
of valleys and spurs of mountain ranges, receiving
the waters of numerous (ributaries, until it reaches
the rocky burrier of the Coast Range, through
which it cuts its way in a deep and precipitous
canyon. Here it runs with great velocity over a
channel filled with rocks, breaking often into a
series of beantiful cascades. The nature of the
channel renders the stream unnavigable, despite
its immense volume of water,

The name of this turbulent stream has aso-
ciated with it some of the most bloody events in the
pionser history of the Pacific coast, Here more
than any other place, the conflict of races was
long and sanguinary and only ended with the
complete extermination of the Indians who con.
tested the occupatlon of their country by the
white invaders. The lower civilization had to
succumhb to the higher, but it was at the expenne
of much blood and agony, It was in 1828 that
the first party of Hudson's Bay Co, trappers, un.
der the leadership of John Rhoderick Meleod,
passed south through the beautiful valley of Rogue
river, on their way to the trapping grounds of
California. With this party were the celebrated
Tom McKay and Joe McLaughlin, son of the
chief factor st Vancouver. This party bestowed
many of the names now borne by the sireams and
mountaing of that region, ealling this the '“Rogue"
river, because of the thievery and hostile spirit
displayed by the Tndians. It is also claimed that
the stream was christened ** Kouge riviere” by
these trappers, who were nearly all French Cana.
dians, because of the reddish tinge possessed by
the water discolored by the recent heavy rains,

above being the true origin of the name. Dy,
William McKay, son of Tom McKay, s authotity
for this statement, and as he was bom and reared
among the trappers, there Is certainly no one
better qualified than be to decide such maiters,
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GREAT FALLS OF THE MISSOURI,

The scenery along the winding course of the
great Missourd river i grand in the extreme, and
especially between Helena and Fort Benton,
Twelve miles east of the former place it enters a
series of grand canyons known as *The Gateway
of the Mountaing,” the walls rising to heights
varying fram 1,500 (o 2,000 feet, so abrupt that
for wix miles there can be found but four places
where one could stand between the water's edye
and the towering wall of rock.  Leaving the lan
canyon, the river flows for forty miles through a
high, rolling praivie country, until it breaks for
ten miles, near the mouth of Sun viver, into a
series of rapids and falls, the most grand and in-
spiring imaginable. It was on Thunday the
thirteenth of June, 1805, that Captain Lewis was
searching for the great falls of which the Man:
tlans hadd told him, ** when his eamn were saluted
with the ngreeable sound of falling water, and as
he advanced & spray which seemed driven by the
high southwest wind, arose above the plain like
column of ymoke and vanished in an [natant,
Towards this polnt he directed his steps, and the
nolse increasing as he approached soon hecame
100 tr lous to be mistaken for anything ot
the great falls of the Missourl, Having traveled
seven miles after first hoaring the sound he
reached the falls about (welve o'clock,  The hills
a8 he approached were difficult of access and two
hundred feet high; down these he hurried with
impatience, and seating himsell on some ocks
under the center of the falls, enjoyed the mblime
spectacle of this stupendous object which since
the creation has been lavishing its magnificence
upan the desert unknown to civilieatifin,  The
river immediately at the cascade is three hundred
yards wide, and is pressed in by & perpendicular
liff on the left, which rises to aboul one handred
feet and extends up the stream for a mile | on the
right the bluff ks also perpendicular for Uhree
bundred yards above (he falls  For ninaty of
one hundred yands from the left clilf the water
falls in one smooth, aven sheet, over & precipice
of at least cighty feet. The remaing pan of the
river precipitates itself with & more rapld curvent,
bt belng received as it falls by the irregular and
samewhat projecting rocks below, forms & wplens
did prospect of perfectly white foam two hundred
yards in length, and eighty in perpendiealar ele-
vation. This spray bs dissipated into & thousand
shapes, semetimes flylng up in columns of fifieen
ot twenty feet, which are then oppressed by langer
masses of the white foam, on all of which the
sun inpresses the brightest colors of the rainbow.
As it rhses from the fall it beats with fury sgains
# ledge of 1ocks which extends actom the river st
one hundred and filty yands from the peicipice,
« * * From the falls he directed his course
southwest up the river,  Afler passing one con
tinued thipe small cascades, each thiee
or four fegt high, he resched at the disance of

five milesw wocond fall.  The river bs about fuur
bandred yands wide, and for the distasce of thice

handred throws (el over to the depth of nine -
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teen feet, and o irregularly that he gave it the
name of Crooked falls,  From the souther shore
it extends obliquely upwanls abiout one humdred
and ity yands and then forme an acule angle
downwards nearly (o the commencoment of four
small islands ¢l we to the nothern side.  From
the perpendicilar pltch 1o these lslands, & i
tance of more than one hundeed yands, the wates
wlides down u sloping rock with a velocity almont
equal to that of its full, - Above this fall the tiver
bends suddenly to the notthwanl.  While view-
Ing this place, Captain Lewls heard & lod roar
above hlin amd croslng the point of a hill fur &
few hundred yurds, he saw one of the most bea.
tiful objects in nature, The whole Missauri is
suddealy sopped by vne ahelving rock, which
without a single nitch and with an edge ay stralght
nnd regular ax i formed by arl, stretches (twelf
from one side of the river (o the other for at least
A quarter of & mile. Over this it preglpitates
inell in an even, uninterrapted sheet to the depth
of ity feet, whence dushing agalnat the weky
bottom it wushes mpldly down, loaving behingd it
aospray of the purest foam acros the river, The
scene which It presented was indeed singularly
beautiful, since, without any of the wild Ireegular
siblimity of the lower falls, it combined all (he
regular clegancies which the fancy of » painter
would select 1o form o boautiful waterfall, The
eye had scarcely beon regaled with this prospect
when, st the distance of half u mile, Capaln
Lewis observed another of & similar kind. To
this he immediately hastened, and found 2 eas
onle stretcling acrom the whole river for a quars
ter of amile, with & descent of lTourteen fewt,
though the perpendicular pitch was only slx feer,
This, 100, in any olbier nelghborhood, wouhl
have been an objeci of great magni hesnce, bt
afer what he had just seen it became of seconda-
ry interest,  His curboslty belng, however, swak.
ened, he determingd to po on even should night
avettake him to the head of the talls. e there.
fore puned the southwest eourse of the rlver,
which was one constant succession of mplds wnd
pmall cascades, at everyune of which the hlufls
grow lower, of the bed of the river becume more
on & bevel with the plaine, At the distance of twe
and & hall miles he arrived sl another emtamer of
twentyale foet.  The river b hate sla hundyed
yards wide, bt the descent bs not Immediately
perpendicular, though the river falls generally
with an even and snooth sheety for about e
third of ihe descent & sk protiudes 1o & small
distance, recelves the water in it passage ami
givens it & curve,  On the south side Is n benatiful
plain & few feet above the level of the falls; on
the north the country I more broken, and (her
b bl not far Trom the river,  Just lelow (he
falls bow Ditle blund in the middle of the rlvar
well covered with timber,  Hern oo & cottonwoosd
tree an eagle had fined bia nost, nod seemed the
undisputed mistress of & spat, 1o contest whose
dowinion petiher man nor beast wonild ventom
scrons the gulfs that srrognded i, and which s
further secured by the mist aring from the falls,
This solitary bivd could sot escape the obagive-
thots oof (he Indinns, whe mads (he eagle's nest &
part of thelr description of the falls, which pow
proves (o be comect in almost every particular,
excapt that they did not do Jusiicn 1o (helr helght,
Just abave this s & cascade of sbout five feet, be-
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hich, as fur s could be disecrned, the
W ihe water seotmed 10 shete,”




