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that from the Willamette valley. About 30,000
are kept, chiefly in small bands, by the ranchers.
About 10,000 beef cattle graze on the hills, and
many fine stock, including Jerseys, etc., are kept,
Horses, oo, are made specinlty by some of the
farmers, and Rogue river valley has the reputation
of producing the finest horses of Oregon. In
the matter of improving the blood of thelr ani-
mals, the stock men of this region have shown
commendable enterprise, and are reaping their
reward in the reputation and increased valye of
the animals. Some 5,000 horses are assessed in
the county.  OF hogs about 10,000 are kept, the
majority of them getting their own living in the
woods,
DAIRY PRODUCTS.

The butter and cheese of this region have an
envinble reputation wherever they are known,
The fine breeds of dairy cattle, the climate,
prass, wiler, ete., all combing to produce a su-
perior quality of butter and cheese,  With the
fcilities for cheap shipment of thise articles of-
fered by the milrond there will, beyond question,
be n great increase in dairy producis and a new
source of wealth opened to the farmers, The
market in Portland for butter, cheese and egps is
high and permanent, and the old and new farmers
of the valley will find it extremely profitable to
supply the required products,

FRUIT,

It is because of its superior fruit that we refer
to Rogue river valley as the Italy of Oregon. 1t
is a well known fact that the finest flavored
grapes of California are produced on the sunny
slopes of the foothills, and the conditions there
found exist in the foothill region of Jackson
county, The vines produce large clusters, and
the grapes have a most excellent flavor, heing
very juicy and making a superior quality of wine,
The conditions of soil and climate are alo very
favorable to peaches, the fruit being superior in
flavor, though a trifle smaller in size, to the Cali-

" fornin product. The slight touch of frost in win.
ter, though too mildl to injure the vines or lrees,
gives a flavor to the fruit that is lacking in that of
the warmer regions of California, The botiom
Innds are especinlly adapted to fruit culture, and
it is that class of soil that has been wtilized the
most by fruit growers. In addition to grapes
and peaches, apricots, pears, plums, apples,
cherries and the small fruits produce Juxuriantly,
and are of excellent quality, especially the apples,
which have no superior anywhere. Hitherto the
foothills have been used chiefly ax a graring
ground for sheep, but that the focks will peek
“pastures new " and the land be planted exten-
sively in vinyards and orchards is certain, On
the whole the fruit interest of Rogue river valley
consista more in the possibilities of the future than
in what has already been accomplished. With
no market beyond the limits of Southern Oregon,
farmers had formerly no encouragement 1o plant
extensive orchards or large vineyards, but enough
has been done 10 show the wonderful adaptability
of the soil and elimate to the production of fuit
The whole northwest offers a market at goo
prices for fruit of all kinds, while certain varie:
ties are lirgely sought afier in the east.  There is

0o husiness that can be embarked in with greater
promise of a palten rewanl than thar of frult
culture. It must, however, like everything else,

be mapaged properly to be a preat succes.
Orehards and vinevards most e planted and

taken care of in u systematic manner and the
husiness from first to last be conducted as experi-
ence in other places has shown to be best. Exe
pecially must the fruit be Put wp in an Attractive
and murketble shiape, well assorted, conveniently
packed for handling by the dealer, and attractive
to the eye. Experienée in California and else.
where shows that the most successful fruit raisers
are those whase product renches the market in
the biest condition and preseots the most fnviting
appearance.  Already we hear of a number of
experienced orchardists who intend to locate in
Southern Oregon immedintely, 1t is a great plty
that the farmers of that region have not prepared
themselves for the market naw heing opened hy
planting extensive orchards, but it is by no mens
too late, though the pollen harvest must be
delayed.  The men who set out at once large
orchards and vineyands and get them into bearing
condition, will be the first 10 reap their rewanl,
The market is lnige, growing and permanent.
PRICE OF IMPROVED LAND,

Farmy and sanches of all Kinds may be pur
chased in Jackson county at prices which are ex-
tremely moderate when the advantages are cone
sidered.  Good improved farming land can be
hought  from twenty to ity dollars per  acee,
though a few choice places would command u
higher price,  Other lands, not so well improved
but just as fertile, and in some cases more desir.
able for fruit and grape culture, can be had as
low as five dollars per acre, ‘These prices depend
upon the amount of Improvements, location,
character of soil, water facilitles, ete. Two
farms, iwo miles apart and contalning & total of
400 acres, were recently molil for $8,000, or $20
per acre.  Another of 300 acres brought $7,000,
or $23 per acre,  These are choice places, wholly
arahle land, with good buildiogs and modern
furm improvements,  Many partially covered
with timber or a portion of which is too hilly or
rocky for easy cultivation, can be purchased at
much lower figures and turned into excellent
fams,  Small farms, upon which orchards could
be made the principal source of Income, can be
bought at low prices, and there are many places
where a little work it clearing off brysh and tim:
ber would reward the industrions farmer with
many acres of land of the best (]I.IAHI} for grin,
orchards and vineyand, Much of the hill land
will pnlulm-.r oo crops of grain, and s capa-
hilities for grapes have Leen pointed out, It has
been used chiefly for grading and s nearly all
owned in large tracts, which will of necessity le
cut up into smaller divisions for farming purpises
and sold, The land is so well adapted to mized
farming that It Is especially valuable, for with
grain, frult, bay, caltle, sheep, hotses and hogs to
depend npin suoh a thing as an entire failure
wouldl be imposnible.  We advise parties desiring
10 gather more particular  Information  alwwt
'P'Ci‘l tracts of Lsnd for sale 1o visit the valley or
aedidrrss 1 letrer 1o the dealers in real extate whise
adyertisement mHay e found in thia lsee of Tie
West Suonr.  There is mich government land
in the foothills and mountaine, as well oo large
tradds reseved to the 0. &8 C. R R Coo I
foemation in regand 1 ihe former can be hald st
the Roseburg lanl office, and of the later st the
company's office in Portland. A greal increase
in the value of real evinte in the next four
yzare bs beyond question

173
VALUATION AND FRODUCTS,

The assessment roll of 1882 shows a total val-
ution of $2,464,832 in Jackson county, which i
abwout fifty per cent, of the actunl cash value of
aisesxable property, This was divided as follows:
Value of improved lands, $658,085; unimproved
landds, $rgq,530 5 town lots, $62,082 | improve
ments, S:('q.sn'ql merchandive and implements,
$306,415 : money, notes and sceonnts, $504,2771
household furniture, ete,, $687151 howes and
uiles, $140,005 1 cattle, $72,135 1 sheap, $31.-
301§ swine, $21,677.  These figures will be ine
creased at least 25 per cent. by the asessment of
the present year.  According to the censn of
1880 the population wan 8,116, bt it has sinee*
advanced 1o fully 10,000, and & still more mpid
incrense during the next few years is certain. The
annual product of the eounty can be given aps
proximutely as follows t Wheat, 390,000 bush
els i barley, 100,000 bushels | rye, 3,000 bushels;
vats, 150,000 bushels ; com; 40,000 bushels |
potatioes, 60,000 bushels § apples, 100,000 bush
elv g peaches, 15,000 bushels § pears and plums,
15,000 bushels § hay, Fo,000 fons wonl, 250,
000 pounds ; grapes, 150,000 pounils 3 butier,
26,000 poatds ¢ cheese, 15,000 pounds i vegels
abiles, 150,000 pounds § bacon, 400,000 pounds §
lard, Bo,o00 pounds,  Now that an outulde mar
ket is opened there will be s great increase In the
above hgures, especially in frait, grain and dalry
procducts,

MINING.

Since the discovary of gold led to the firt setile:
ment of Jackson county in 1851, the mines have
been the maln stay and prop of this whole reglon.
Without tham there would have been no market
for the favmer's produce, though of late years the
grazing regions of Modog, Klamath and Lake
counties have dpawn heavily from the valley fos
thelr supplies,  Placer mines are the must e
ous. Hydrulic power s used on quite an ex.
tendive seale by several companies, while mckan,
sluces and wing-dams are utilized whire the loca-
tion requives them, The Sterling Hydraulie
mine is situated on Sterling creek, about eight
miles south of Jacksonville, and was opened sov:
aral years ago at an outlay of $1o0000, The
company owns ground enough for filty years of
continous work, the whole propeity belng valued
at alout $200,000,  Other large hydmulic mines
are ylelding handsomely, Tt is estimared  that
the yield of gold dust during the past thirty yean
s been over $ 10,000,000, and thete §s o o8-
son 1o anticipate o falliog off fn the Industry for
many yesms to come.  lron, cosl, eopper and
cinnabar exist in varying quantities, though the
lsck of eheap transpartation has retasded thaie
development.  The iron ore along Rogue river s
Dl prospected aud tested by experts with the
whew of maing Iat the great lron works at O
waygty, near Portland, and If it proves 1o Le In
wufficient quantity and of the quality sequired the
mines will be worked on an extensive seale, The
opinions expressed are very favorsbie, and there
in bt Tinle Aot alont the development of (has
mivies at an early day. Marble of an excellent
quality stounss, and with (he facililbes offerad by
the yallioad it emn no doute be quardied 10 ad
vantage. The same may alio be stid of coal,
good quality of which has beeen discovered in
various localities.  Clonabar and copper have
both heen worked 10 & conslderable extent, bul
awing to the expense ol transgorting the re-




