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The following account of a |Jl--qn,‘.lil\g Ill'p

throngh the Upper Noaksack portion of Whateam

county is condensesd from the Nevrille,  As they
are the fiest known white explorers of that refrion,
thelr teport 15 especially interesting.  From the
cast end ol Whatcom lake they journeyed east.
ward, and after erossing a low range ol hills; en-
fered @ viddey thies miesin widin, theough wiich
several sull shigans were ranning.  On investi-
gauion these streams were fuund 1o head in the
Novksack valley, near the river, and flowed in a
southerly direction,  Whether they were tribu.
taries of the Skagit or Samish is not definitely
known, Lt presuimably the Samish,  This valley,
which i only four miles enst of Lake Whatcom,
v pronvanged by them to be the ftinest for
mgriculivral JHar e !ln‘}' linve sednin the terris
tory, Fhe sull s 0 nich black loam, coverad with
vine paple and alder.  Alihough the streams tha
How theough the valley nre bt two Jegt below the
hottatn lanld, yet the valley s not SWampy  or
marshy, excepl where otcasional beaver dams
occur.  Uhere are oceasional patclies of benchs
land oo which is found heavy fir timber, Fern
land, with a lew white jne, were also found in
the valley,  On the west side of the valley, and
expecially un the binch lands, no wnderbrinh ex.
W Considerable bireh was fuml in the valley,
which is another indication of the superiority of
the soil.  On the et side of the valley the land
s overed with gravel, and for agricaliaeal e
peses b entively worlhléss,  However, srong
mlications of coal were found fn this immediate
section, AL the nodhoend of the valley, near the
Nooksack, was found the Bvest Linly af tie and
cedar timber that grows in the teeritory,  The
excellenve of the timbyy may be Wileried whien it
Wostated that here the Tudigns procure the mate:
hal B which theie best and langest candes ave
maide.  1ts prindmity 1o the Nooksack river rens
detes Wt valuable to loggers, as the thober can be
et on the banks and at high water rafted down
the viver and o Bellingham bay,  As yet the
land s unsurveyed,  Fifieen miles above the vals
beyy cant, wve the foot-hills of the Red e intalng,
southeast of Mount Baker.  The fooi=hills atford
the hivest suminer graging ad pasture lands on
the comts Thire 1 plenty of grast and but very
livtde timber, Game, such as mulesdeer, black
and white-tailed deer, eIk, bear, mountain sheep,
whistling evmine arl white Rrolse of larmigan,

are here found Tn great abianl ance,  These mead.

ows are above the Lin

bt Hoey anid beyond these

are the ficlds of parpetiual snow, Although b

very litle prospecting was done, yet the pary,
Without any  particular ofing, foand ¢

mvinelng
evidenoes of the exivence

O gold in paying Guian-
ttes.  Cnthe hendwaters of the s sith fork ul the
Nooksack, color was found in 1w v i srent

Ies.  Another and beller T

locals

wipped expedition

will soon continue the exploratipns, Phe Tands

about Whatcom lake have tecently boen surveyed,

andl the surveyor reports that 10,000,003 leet of

tmber can be bellod and han logged into the
lake, while vam forests wirvound 0 for miles

The timber bot lening on the lake is nearly all

clavmed by aceual setters, Extenave anid valua -

able coal depositg exi, the eroppings indicatin «

& quality Intermediate between (e New Castle
-

and Carbondale, The agrenitaral band borded W

the lake is limited, bt far more extensive than a

first view of the country would sguest, The soil

W excellent.  There are several very beautiful fer.

tile little nooks among the hills, and a number of
small lakes or ponds swarming with the finest
mountain tront,  Lake Whatcom is the most pic.
turesque lake of water on this eoast: Dark and
fathamless, with Lold, rocky shores, the gray
sanid-stone sculptared and polished by the action
of the somelimes turbulent waters of the lake—
the hir-crowned summit of the mountaing towering
two thotsand feet over the lake—the bold, rocky
puints and promontaties, and the little castle-like
island, together make a picture worthy the pencil
of a Bientadt,

The National Park Improvement Company will
have sixty lasge tents set up in the Geyser basin,
nicely foored, carpsted and furnished with hand-
some bederoam sets. A large kitehen tent and
Another for fine liquors and cigus will make of
the camp a complete hotel, The same accoms
modations will be ufforded on the shore of the
Yellowstone lake,

The Upper West Gallatin and Bozsman Canal
Lo, was incorporated nearly a year ago with a
capital stock of $40,000, The objeet is to build
acanal twenty-five miles long and twenty-four
feet wide, vunning from the West Gallatin river
and following such a course as to be able to irei-
aite the whole of Gallatin valley, Tt will pro-
bitbly cost $60,000 and will be of incaleulable
benefit to the valley and tq the city of Bozeman,

Same lime ago a company was organized with
A capital stock of $1,00,000, to construct a canal
from Tongue tiver for the purpose of irriga ting
the dry lands in that region,  "The diteh is now
hall completed and conducts water toa natural
reservoir which has a eapacity of 11,000,000 gal-
lons,  As it now stands the ditch will convert
400,000 acres of Jand from a worthless condition
o extremely valuable farming land, valued at
from $30 10 $100 per acre, Montana. with her
ireigated fanms will soon boast of her gigantic and
heversfailing cropy, n withstanding the opinion
af the poor numskull who recently wrote to a

leading eastern paper that he * did not see a foot
of farming land in Montang, "

The amout of fine n

gricultiural and grazing
land locked wp in

the Indian reservations of
Mantanais sinply enormous, Much of the fine st
land in' the tervitory is withheld from settlement
and is wader the exclusive contral of a few hundred
Indians who make no earthly use of it and to
whom it dues wo good whatever,

A lew ncres
wear each

Agencyare caltivated, and the remainder
1§ seldom even visited by the lnzy proprictors,
Phese vast areas would furnish thousands of homes
Lo indwstrions and thrifty settlers who would be
mly too plad of an opportunity 1o o upon them
Vith their families, The Crow reservation’ og-
Chples many thousands of Square miles upon
which are the fich farms of (he Big Horn, Little

Big Horn, Clarke’s Fork, Stillwater and many
lesser basins, Gen, Miles, who has examined it

thoroughly, declaves it to be the best

in the northwest in point of farming ang g
lands and minerals, The Piegan and Blackfes
reservation, to the north of the Missouti, oeuy

a vast expanse of the choicest of lands, th:'um

river portion of it bein similar in (o

and in the richness of ?!'vgs‘.'-{! 10 the hmlpkz
River valley of the North, Tis altitude is Jowgs
than the valleys to the south, and it would seem
that its crop products would be Jess subject 1o the
blighting influences of frosts, The warm bireaih
of the Japan current penetrates to a certain exteg
over this country, and as a result its winters are
many degrees milder than those partions of
Dukota and Minnesota on the same lntitude, The
bottoms on this reservation are known 1o be
rich, The same raay be said of (he Flatheai res.
ervation, in the extreme northwest, with the addj.
tion that here fhe genial influences of the Jopan
currenl are more perceptibly felt, and apples,
pears, plums and other fruits can be produced fn
great abundance. It would scem that here e

| bodies of land that should speedily be surrendersd

to the use and occupation of the incoming lide.
It eertainly will not be many years before the
popular demand to have these enormous reservae
tions reduced or abolished will be heeded,

At last an effort is being made to utilize the
vast water power of the Great Falls of the Mi
soutl. They have roared on in silence and wasted
their gigantic force for ages, but must now submit
to the yoke and work for the good of mankind,
+From the Benton River Press we leamn that a
town site has bern selected and will soon be sir:
veyed. The location is just below the wouth of
Sun river. taking in the Black Eagle falls, some
two miles below, and in one of the most delightfal
spots in Montana, Here is the most beautiful
part of the Sun river valley, a great, wide boltom
stretching off to the northwest, while the valley
of the Missouri partakes of the same chamcter, the
bad land banks disappearing entirely from view,
As far as sitoation is concerned, it would probably
be difficult to find in any part of this great tere
ritory a more delightful location for a town. The
name of the coming metropolis is Great Falls,
and a more appropriate one it would be difiicult to
find. The gentlemen intercsted have secured
title to about 6,000 acres on either side of the
Missouri, from the mouth of Sun river down, at
an expense of scarcely less than $100,000, The
head and front of the enterprise is [ J. Hill
president and principal owner of the Si. Fadl,
Minneapolis & Munitoba road, and its -\rar_ioll
important branches, and also president of the
Canadian  Pacific syndicale, The stmple fact
that Mr. Hill is the leading spirit in this &
terprise, and has interest enough in it to come &
thousand wmiles to look the situation, ovetis ample
assurance the city below the mouth of San river
is to be an established fact, with gmnde‘r possibill
ties than any of us may have conceived, ‘I‘h
theory of the interested parties is that there mist
be somewhere in this great northwest a mon
turing center, and the magnificent water powet
the falls of the Missouri, which cannot be ¢
in the world, cleacly Indicates where that u:
is.  Great Falls will lie adjacent to the great gelt
district that stretches from the Missouri 1o et
creck ; the Sand Coulee mines are but four W'h.
miles distant, while the Deep creek e[::‘ :
knowledged the best that has yet been '

Montana, is distant but twelve miles ; the moss*




