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Gireat preparations are now being made for the
coming state fair. It will be in every respect the
best and most satisfactory ever held in Oregon,
and will no doult atteact thousands from all over
the coast.  Our country is full of strangers who
are here 1o “apy ont the land,"  They want to
see what inducements we have to offer them to
bring their energy and eapital here and aid in de-
veloping our great resources,  Hundreds of these
will visit the fair, and we can promise them they
will not be disappointed in the display,

Hitherto the Pacific coast has received but a
small proportion of the forelgn immigration direct,
though many bave finally reached we by gradual
progression westward (rom state to state,  Now,
however, the conditions are changing. The ad-
vantages of the const are being recognired in
Europe, and with the completion of the Northern
Pacific better facilities for reaching the extreme
west will be afforded.  Advices from both Sweden
and Norway are to the effect that large numbers
are preparing to emigrate to America and seltle
upon vacant lands on this const,  The Seandina.
vians are industrious, honest and peaceable, and no
class of immigrants can be more desimble.  They
invariably bring money enough to start themselves
well in o new country, and seldom seek to alter
the moral, social or political customs of the people
whao offer them homes in their midst,

The Ihfnl of September is the day set for driv-
ing the last wpike that binds the rail uniting the
two ends of the Northern Pacific. President
Villard with a special train of officials and invited
guests will be present at this completion of the
most important undertaking ever carried 1o a suc-
cesaful termination in America. That the road
will be finished at the appointed time there can
scarcely be a doubt, as the modemte rate of a
mile per day on each end will accomplish this
with several days to spare,  About the fint of
August the line from the east will reach the mouth
of Linle Blackfoot, the point of junction with
the Utah and Nosthern, and (hen eastern Montana
will have mil connection with San Francisco, to
be followed a month later by a route 1o Portland
and Puget sound. It is the expectation to run
President Villard's special train clear through to
Seattle, and in order to do this, great exertions
are being made to complete the road from Poit.
land to Kalama and the extension from New
Tacoma to Seattle. It will be a joyful day
throughout the northwest when this great enter-
prise is consummated, an enterprise that has trans-
formed it from a frontler wildernoss lo the bome

Portland, Oregon, July, 1888.

of civilization, and has united it with the great
ind ustrinl and commercial centers of the wotld,
It should be observed as a gencral holiday,
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COLUMBIA KIVER BAR.

Much has been saild and written abost the bas
at the entrance to Columbia river, its eifect upon
the commerce of this reglon, the duty of con.
gress to make ample approprisions for it b
provement, ant the charscter of work  that
should be done upon it, tut we now propose to
consider it simply from a historical and artistic
point of view.

For severnl centuries after the discovery of
America, it was the general opinion that there
was a northern passage from the Atlantic. 1t
was at first supposed that Columbus Tl

the north or vouth,

ingreased the knowledge of geographers, and |
wis realized that America was a vast continent,
The beliel in the existence of such pasages be.
came stronger after the discovery of the Pacific
ocean by Vasco Nuner de Halboa In 1513
Guoided by an Indian to the summit of the mount.
ains, he gared westward upon those waters ** be
yond America, ™ of which s much had been
wdd but whose existence had, till then, been
simply & matter of conjecture. Magellan, the
Portuguese navigator, started in 1519 on that
famaous voysge which added more’ts the knowl.
edge of geographers than even that of Columbi
himsell, Three years later his vessel, the A%

forta, returned, with a log book containing a
record of the commander’s death at the Flijlippine
Islands, It had passed through the Strits of
Mogellan, called by the discoverer the Straits of
the Ten Thousand Vieging had sailed out upon
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Disappointment, which le named  Cape  San

Rodue, and olwerved immediately south of i,
i Intitude 407, an opening I the land which he
believed  to be either 2 harhor or the mouth of a
viver, e mmle no ellat toenter i, it from
his report the place was variously noted on the
Spanish charts as Eateda = Hleeetn (Hecata's
indet), Enteada de  Ascenclon {Asonsbon inlet),
and Rio dé San Roque (San Roghe river),  The
point south of the entrance known ns Poimt
Adams, he ealled Cape Frondoso (Lealy cape),
During the next fow years Spanish, Poiguese,
English and Amertoan vessels vishied  the Paciiie,
but none of them suceceded fn Anding Yhe Rio
e San Iim]uo, af the existence of which they all
entettained serious donlits,  Tu 1392 ¢ st Rald,
Giray, in the ship Colwmbia from Hoston, vixited

the Pacibe Tor the second time, sud  observed &

simply stumbled upon a farge island, and that| large indenture in the const Tine,  Belleving It to
this could be circumvented by going either to|be the mouth of & river he walled nine days for
Gradually the Cabots and|a favorsble opportunity to énter, but wis unalile
other explorers, coasting along in both directions, |1 secue i,

Abiut the same time Captaln Van.
couver, of the English navy, saw the same place,
but because of the breakers on the bar (ormed
the opinton that no dver exiated, A few days
later Giray retuined, amd on the eleventh of May,
1792, sueceeded i salely crosbug the bar, and
dropping anchor at the mouth of the stpoam gave
to the mighty river the name * Columbis,” In
lionor of his vessel, which bad been the first
o enter |t Later one of Vancouver's vessels
etterod and sent o bowt's crew up the stieam as
far ws Vancouver,  The wamn year anothar
Amerlcan vessel enterad and anchored In the
hay, which has since borne the name of Baker's
bay, in honor of the captain, Though the
mouth of the Columbia d now been discovered,
tiothing was known of its extvnt or the eoiintry
through which it passed,  That it denineil an
Imense area was evident fiom the volume of
water It carrled.  To the memomble expedition

the Pacific and completely circumnavigated the of Captains Lewis and Clarke we are indebied
globe, It was by him the ocean wur namedl. |l--t the knowledige of the vastiess of this great
After struggling for sixty-three days off I'npciuramnmw and the exent of country tributary 16
Horn, where the tides rose and fell thity feet, it Their map, made from thelr observations in
heset by tempests anil baffled by ndverse currents, | (80456 and Information gathered from the
he sailed out upon an unexploted ocean so quiet natives with whom 1hey came In contact, Is
and calm that he ealled it the ** Pacific.” From that thme untll ihe
u poor shipwrecked mariner has aimen doubited | government explorations, the firt of which was
the propriety of the title. Now that & southem ronducted by Commodore Wilkes in 1841 end
pastage had been found, opening up the long:the next by Fremont in 184}, gave us accurte
sought route to the Indies, the Cathay of Marco | maps, oll knowledge of the tiver and ita iy
Polo and the Istand of Cipango, the belief in a|taries was daddved from the trappen of the Huds
dmilar one 1o the nonl was comiderably|von's Tay Comipany and the Amieriesn comnpanles,
srengthened, The English on the Athantic who traversed the country ln all directions, bt
coast and the Spaniards on the Pacide, starting kept few aotes of their junmeys that could be
from the Mexlean pPossessiona 1'm|.|ue|r-l by of much seivice 1o ‘fuguphrll. In 1811 the
Corter, sought in vain for the fabled Stenits of | Pacific Fur Company, st whose bead was John
Aninn.  For thee centuries the search was pros. Jucohs Aator, founded Astoria on the south bank
coitted intermittently with long sexsons of Inac-[of the tiver ten miles abiove Wha bae, ol from
tivity, until it resalted in the knowledir that the|that time vessels Began making regular trips to
nearest approach 1o such o passage was the Co.lthe rvei In the lntviests of \he Pacifie, Novthwest
Jumbin river, sd Hlwdwon's Thay compasiies, the wcoesive pros

On the fourteenth of August, 1775 4 Spln-lwiﬂmn of Astaria, amd with the setilomant of

Many  wonderfully sceurate,

iwh explorer, Bruno Hecets, discovernd Cape)Uregon & genaral commeton gradually sprang up,




