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of that vast tract of unoccupied land in the eastern
end of the county, the Yakima Signal says :

For a diwance of sixty miles down the north
side of the Yukima river, beginning at what is
known as P'arker bottom, or Konewock, and ex-
tenuling 1o Horseshoe bend, there are thousands
of acies of the very best sage brush and bunch
grass land to be found in the terriiony, will a sl
varylng from twenty-four 1o fifty-three feetl in
depth, as shown by actual tests, that remain un-
settled simply for the reasen that there are no
living streams of water, and all of this vast o
main can be reclaimed by a ditch carrying wates
from the Yakima river.  Such a ditel eould be
made ot & comparatively spiall expense, as the
soll i enwily excavated and there iv no rock to
interfere. A ditch twenty feet in width and three
or fue feet in depth, in the opinion of the writer,
cartied a ditance of |!1u|y miles, wonld drrigate
from one hundred and filly to twa hundred
thowsand acves, and il extended 1o Horseshoe
bend woull cover (wice that acreage. There is
searcely n fjuarter section that would lie hetween
sueh & diteh and the Yakima river but what eould
e rechimed, and that would net pay a water
rental sufficient 1o remunerate Any party Gr parties
engaging in such an enterprise.  The Konewock
ditch company have built several miles of ditch,
but it is o small to reclaim any considerable
hody of land,  The Muxee ditch company ae
about beginning the construction of a diteh that,
A% AL present contemplated, will reclaim twenty:
hve of thirty thousand acres amd perhaps more,
oL an estimated cost of weventy-five thunsand
dollars.  The elimate in the locality referred to,
especilly on the lower river, is not excelled any
where in the territory. The winters are usually
il and of short duration, and all that is neces:
sary 1o make this vast dumain the garden spot of
the tewritory is water.  Capitalists who are look-
g for investments that will yiell large retums
would do well 1o pive this their consideration,

Lrvigated lands do not depend upon the fitful
caprices ol the weather, anil a Koorl diteh is a
Ruarantee of a crop such as iis jrossessor can ol
il W appreciate. There s o difference ol
Opinion as to the necesity of irngating these lands,
as lands east of the Colimbia and apparently as
Hesides the sec-
ons mentiuned here are thousands of

dry, are now being cultivated,

neres of
Koo Land, some requining  imigation and others
hoty valuable timber lands iy
spleniid ranges for stock and
oped mineral

the mouttains,
sheep, and undevel.
resesirces ol great value, If not
this year, at least the nexi the tide of immigration
Will set in towards Yakima, and we are glad 1o
soe that stejs are now being taken that will Joad
to the immediate construction of a railroad
through the heart of thix vasi tegion,

Camas prairie ix the vame of o fine dairy region
In- Klickitat eounty, lying at the south base of
Mount Adame.  In the center Is a magnificent
meadow, covered with water int
but farnbshing excellent pastueage and a fine crop
of hay in summer.  On three sides the ground
rises gradually 1o the mountains, while on the
et it stretehes ot I a long praivie to the
Klickitat, A diteh would dtnin several thousand
acres of valuable dand
W dairy farming, and lar
annal'y shippior

he winter time,

e important industry

RF quantities of Lutter gre

t1o The Dilles and other points
But & Hmfted area has thus far e n sown in

gram, and this has yielded| well Fhe amonnt of
laod devired o grain wil| Increase annually,
though the dairying business will

wolably never
be supplanted.

Davion Iy soon 1o enjoy the benefiny of A

oy
tem of water works

The Dayton Spring Watey
Co., with & capital stock of §10,000, is bringing
thegwater of 4 large sprng 1o the city,

Hon. Philip Riwz is fencing 7,000 acr2s of land
near Ritxville. This shows his faith in the land
that has formerly been condemned as *'too ¢lry.:'

The Colyille country is receiving many immi-
grants, and from all the reports that come l'rm.n
there we are forced to the cunclusion that there is
no place more desirable or offering more attrac-
tions in the way of resources or climate. There
is still room there for thousands.

W. 8. Smoot, of Oneida county, New York,
recently purchased of the Oregon Improvement
Co. 4,429 acres of land near Endicott, on Rebel
flat, in Whitman county, for $35,190.70. A
colony from Central New York will soon oceupy
the land, and the town of Endicott will receive a
forward impalse.  Land cultivated in that vicinity
has always produced well.

The new town on Four mile, Whitman county,
is called Vila, and is acquiring quite a metropol-
itan air. A good general store and a planing
mill are among its business interests,

Harrington is the name of the town recently
laid out in the Big Bend eountry, twenty-five
miles north of Sprague and nineteen from Har-
rison, the nearest rilrond station. It is located
In the center of one of the finest agricultural regions
in the Big Bend, a tract four townships square
anid containing 976 square miles, or 624,040 acres,
capable of supporting thousunds of families, It
is known s the Cold creek and Lord creek
region and does not alarm the new comer with a
streteh of country destitute for miles of spring,
rivilet or any other form of water, Harrington
stands upon high bottom land «f black soil, on a
gentle slope from the east toward a litle creck
which ripples throngh the northwest corner of the

tawn, just across which, and still within the town

limits, bublles up a cool, overflowing spring, Tt

I8 into this region siich a coistant stream of white-
covered waguns is now ponring,  Tlhie Big Bend

18 divided into east and west halyves by an immense

canyon or ravine, called the Grand Coulee, and
5o far immigration has been confined chiefly 10
the eastern division, whiile west of the coulee Lt
little exploring has been done, [n regard 1o that

little known region we clip the following from the
Spokane Chronicle !

Fram an interview with Col. L. B, Nash who
has recently returned from A somewhat extended
trip tothe Big Bend country we gain new informa-
tion about that notrious fegion.  The enlonel
and his pany made quite an extensive detour,
skirting the Spokane and Columbin until crossing
the Grand Coulee which trends in a northwesterly
elirrcgiuu. and discovers] between the coulee and
the river a very fertile tract of land about thirty
miles wide by seventy-five long, somewhat strik-
ingly dissimilar 1o the region this side of the
Grand Coulee. This is known as (he Badger
Mountain country, and Col. Nash regmh it ns
one of the ehoicest spots in Eastern Washingion
the outlet 1o which will he to the landing on the
Columbia at Priest Rapids. The spring season
he found 1o be in advance of this region by n
month 1o six weeks, and a climate almost semi.
tropical prevails.  Water and timber are jn
1\ ‘Iam‘:i, and the Tocation selected by the party
or & settlement, nearly o Posite Lake Chels
h:!u-_v, mmed ** Brocken,” Imr. hionor of rh:' i;;:r:il.:.l
ald captain.  Col. Nash intends 1o apply his four
landd privileges, homesign, pre-emption, tiniber.
culiure and timber purchase in that locality and
has sent on three men with teams ang ouifit 1o

improve his claims, (ol Kimball and Captai
- " apiaim
Bracken have als taken elaims, and will n:!waln

on the ground for o SeaSON 1o superintend jm.

provements.  Many il i
vt ¥ others are locating in the

o
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Oil has been discovered in Whatcom county by
prospectors representing the Standard Qjl Co,,
of Pennsylvania, They were led 1o senrh fur jt
by the numerous oily springs seen i variogs ot
tions of the county. In case this proves 1o bea
permanent oil well, a new industry will spring up,
The rush of immigranis to that county still cop.
tinues. Atlanta is the name of a new town laid
out on Samish bay, three miles from Edisgn, » It
has a good harbor and is destined to become the
seaport for Samish valley. Anather town, called
Bancroft, has been laid ont on Fidalgo islind,
An addition has been made to the young lown of
Ferndale, on the Nooksack. Several colonjes
have recently settled in various portions of the
CUUI’II)’.

According to the returns made by their
assessors, King county has a population of 10,000
Clarke, 6,211, and Lewis 4,644.

There is a great rush for timber lands in the
Chehalis country.

Tenino, Winlock, Chehalis and Centervills
have each a fine new depol,

The largest month's business ever transacted at
the Olympia land office was that of May just
past. 17,960 ncres were sold for cash, 210 home
stead fAlings were made, covering 31,548 ncres,
311 pre-emplion claims were entered to about
50,000 acres, and final homestead proof was
made on 2,720 aeres.  This is prool positive that
the greater portion of the immigrants pouring
into the Sound country rewain and take up land,

Thereare in Snohomish county, unappropriated,
from 150,000 to 200,000 acres of land suitable
for farming purposes, and nearly if not quite as
much more suitable for pastoral or grazing purs
poses, for which the climate is peculiarly adapted;
especially 1o wool growing, This land is,depending
on the locality, either loam or peat (bottom) and
sandy or gravelly (highland). The former is
found along the rivers and is generally termed
*‘vine and maple bottom.” Itis newly formed,
being composed of basaltic sediment and organic
matter, It is more sandy as it approaches the
water courses, depending in this respect much
upon the rapidity of the current of the streams,
while further back the soil becomes more peaty.
The river and tide marshes are mostly peat but
have & considerable sediment, The bottom and
tide land is remarkably productive and as a cons
sequence has beon mastly settled up ; although on
the Stillaguamish river, in the nurthern part of
the county,there are still tracts unsettled ; and
on the Snoqualmie, Skykomish and Tolt rivers,
southeast of Snohomish City, are many god
ranches (o be found on the river bottoms. The
land, however, that is most convenient is the
high land which has been deemed less valuable
than the bottom land ; but which many now value
as highly, and which is being taken up rapidly.
It is as productive, much warmer, has a good
soil, with a clay sub-soil, and is not subject 10
oveiflow. It can be cleared nearly if not quite ot
cheap as bottom land, It lacks the basaltic
chatacter of the bottom, and the peat aof the
marshes, but is traversed Ly swales that have rich
loamy soil, fully as productive and equally a8
valuable as the bottons land. These swales cone
stitute ahout one-fifth of the high lands suitable

for farming.  For grazing purposes the high land
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