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north almost twice that distance,
headquarters of the Missouri division and ls acity
wilstantially bt of Lrick, enjoying a lnrge Im.\lc
il having ‘& daily newspaper. It divides with
Hismarck, its rival on the apposite side of the

es of the steamer trade of the

river, the advants
upper Misssur, and has tributary to it a large
weotion of farming and grazing lands, which are
Leing rapidly settled upen Machine and car
shops and & round house are among the Imprave-
We now
i the III'IHUI‘II'( fl Aren |||IIH§|' \-\lill h \p.itr'w llll.‘
Missoun

three spans of 400 léet « wh, resting on granite

ments located here by the company.
It s 1450 feet [n\-": and consists of

ey and two el g1 ansal 11 }f"t'l’. The struct-
ure cost about $1,000,000, and was opened for
teaffic October 20, 1882, On the east Lank, two
miles frowm the bndge, is the cily of

MSMARCK,

When it was first decided 1o cross the river
here, in 1872, it was conceived that this must be
a place of mportance ax the conpecting point le-
tween the milvoad and steamers on the upper
Missoian, amd that its dominant |1H\1||r1ll wonildd
cavse & lage city to spring up. A town wis
therefiire lawd oul and named Edwinton, o tithe
which was soon after changed to Hismarck in
honor of the German Chancellor, whose letter
acknowledging the honor, with fac simile of his
autograph, s appended

Bentan, May 1oth, 1873,

Stk e 1 have the honor to acknowledge the re.
oelpt of your letter of the 28th of last manth,
enclosing a copy Wl & resalution of the Dodrd of
Pheectors of the Nonthern Pacitic Railroad Come
pany to the effect that the town at the ¢ nu-.inu ol
the Missouri niver by that road shall be pamed
Bismarck. | beg you will be gosd enongh 1o
convey to the gentlemen on behall of whom yon
wiile iny sincer thanks oy w0 Hattering a l'qq“i;l'.
ment, and 1o asstive thems that 1 am very u|;||‘-|'|||
for the tero in which they speak of the services
I have been abile 1o do o my colintry and to those
imterests which are commuon to all nations.  Ac.
vepl, together with wy best wishes for 1he pros
perity of your undertakiog, he assurance of iy
distinguished condideration,

77y’

ToSavurn Winkeson, Esq.,
Sarctary Vorthorn Padif
Karlvoad Company, New Yord

The cliy s being sotatantially built of brick

and has & daily [wpet, natwnal banks, and a

'|||‘|'.}'|lll.m ol The trade of the ujiper

' .
§, O

Missours and the Vellowstone s extensive, the

shipiments by steather in 1882 being 27.4%1,041 |

pounds of Treight. Tt bs confidently expectid
that several other milroads will Ve it connection
with the territory in all directions— namely 3
beanch leading nonth to the Mouse tiver and
Saskarchewan countoes ; a branch 1o the Canadian
Pacibic at Winnipeg i o line to the Black Hills s and
extensiong of both the Chicago and Northwestern
and the Chicago, Milwaukee anid St Payl.
il not all, of these expectations w

il Bo ddoutn N
e realived

In Burdeigh county, in which the
city s utuated, there are $00,000 actes
farming lands sutyect 10 entry under the by

e
stead, pre-emption and timber-calture laws,

and
thix land district embraces §0,000 squate miles,

mearly all of which is excellent grasing and agri.

Mandan is the | cultural lands.

Sutne, | thinty-six inches licq

af “..L..i',

THE WEST SHORE.

From Bismurck to

JAMESTOWN,
on Tames, or Dakota, piver, a distance of n
hundred miles, the road runs through fertile up-

land prairies where the government and milroad

Tands are rantdly 1
L |

on bioth sides of the ling,
through three small bt prosperous [owns, Steele,
Dawson and Eldredge, all of which are sur-

Aed unon for miles

ing
On the way we pass

rounded Ly many productive farms ; also several
embryo villages that will develop ere long into
thriving tade centers.  The James river valley is
fertile, and s already well settled by an industri-
ous class of people, From Jamestown, the
county seat and commercial center, an t:nll.‘rprili-
ing tawn of about 1,200 people, a hranch road is
being extended nothward to Devil's lake and
the Moise river region, passing through a fine
part of which
i compartively unsettled, bt towards which
many immigrants are now turning. It is already
completed 1o Canington, a distance of forty-
three miles:

agricultural  section, the upper

For the fifty miles between James-
town and
VALLEY CITY,

on Sheyenne river, the road muns through an.
aother stretch of magnificent upland prairie, dotted
with many small lakes, well-tilled farms border-
ing the line the entire distance.  On the way we
pass several towns that are springing up in the
most advantageous locations, and the general ap-
peatance of theift and prosperity indicates that
we are enfering the older and more thickly set-
tled portion of the territory. A short distance
from the rond, on either side, are large areas of
vicant lanil yet opien to occupation,

The Valley City & Turtle Mountain railroad is
] pl'n]t‘l‘!mi line, to run from the south end of
Barnes county, through this place, and up the

valley of the Sheyznne 1o Turtle mountain, a
distance of 150 miles,
nf !hf'

We are now in the basin

REIN RIVER OF THE NORTH,
the great stream which carries the waterd of a
Inrgge area of Dakota and Minnesota, lying be-
tween the Missouri on the west and the Neadwaters
of the Mississippi on the east, into Lake Winne-
pegt and thence by Nelson viver into Hudson bay.
Ihis makes the third great system of water
courses we have encountered since leaving Port.
land, one draining into the Pacifie, one irito the
Gull of Mexico and one into the icy waters of
Hudson bay.  For nearly a century agriculture
has been carried onalong this stream, near its
mouth, and, on its great associate, the Saskatches
wan, where colonies were planted by the En-.
plishoand. Canadian fi companies as a base of
sapplies for their frontier posts.

The growth of
these colonies an

I their dessolation in the war bee
tween the rival companies, forms one of the most
ihteresting chapters in the frontier annals of
America,  Red river valley proper extends north
and south at least 250 miles, and fror
fifty miles cast and west,
and the soil black

n thirty to
The surface is leve]
alluvium, from eighteen 10
 resting on a tenacious clay
| For the production of wheat, oaty
tatley, buckwheat, rye, potatoes and garden v '
etables, it is unexcelled by any equal area on :lt.c
continent.  From Valley City to

\ TOWER Crry
s but fifteen miles, This
vanced growth,

0 b |

is a town of ad.
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newspaper, and enjoying a large tmde with the
surrounding country.  Six miles farther is New
Buffalo, and ten miles beyond that is Wheatland,
both of them towns of importance, supported by
the thickly-seitled farming country surrounding
Seven miles from Wheatland, after croug

ing the line of the St. Paul, Minneapalis and
and Manitoba road, we enter

CASSELTON,
situated on a small tributary of Maple river, s
confluent of the Sheyenne a few miles above ji
junction with Red river. Weare now in the Red
river valley proper, having descended somewhat
from the higher prairie lands, and are in the e
gion of the great *‘ bonanza farme,” where the
first successful experiments were made in raising
wheat in Dakota on a large scale,  Near Cossel.
ton is the famous Cass-Cheney-Dalrymple furm,
In 1882 there were 214,309 acres of land under
cultivation in the Red river valley, in Cass
county, of which 178,035 were in wheat, produc.
ing 3,500,000 bushels, From Casselton a branch
line is under construction through the lower Red
river region. It is already built 1o Newburg,
about fifty miles north, and will be extended to
Winnipeg, Several branches will reach out from
this line into the most fertile sections of the Red
river basin. From this point, with several small
towns intervening, it is but twenty miles to

FARGO,

situated on the west bank of the Red Riverof
the North itself. This is the dominant city of
the valley and the most populous and j-rosperons
in the territory. It contains a population of over
10,000, and has all the features of a large city,
including fine brick mercantile buildings, ele-
vators, mills, wareho.ses, gas-works, waler
works, electric lights, fire department, chamber of
commerce, daily papers, handsome residenices,
and commodious churches, school houses and
hotels. The Fargo and Suuthwestern rond is bes
ing constructed towards Grand Rapids, on James
river below Jamestown, and has already pene
trated to Lisbon at the second crossing of the
Sheyenne, The Fargo Southem is projected 1o
pass south through Wahpeton and continue up
Red river. One division of the St. Paul, Minne«
apolis and Manitoba road crosses the river b
Fargo and runs down the valley on the west side
of the stream to Winnepeg, Fargo promises to
be the great railroad center and metropolis of
this whole region.

MOORHEAD
lies on the opposite side of the stream, in Minoe:
sota, the river forming the boundary line he-
tween that stateand Dakota, Were it not for
this fact the two places would he one city, 8%
they practically are so far as business and lock
tion are concerned, being united by bridges acros
the stream. The St. P. M. & M. road enters
Moorhead from the southeast before crossing 1
Fargo, The city is substantially built and
divides with its rival the trade of this regiof
For the first time since we stepped on board the
Northern Pacific train at Wallula we have come
within the limits of a state. For more han
1,400 miles we have been running through &
series of territories, just waking into a life aod
activity that will, in a few years, transform them
into full-grown states. At

GLYNDON, .
nine miles further, we cross another division &f

them

ﬂhlﬂlhn, bailt, hl.l'ing althe St, Paul, "w and Manitoba dr :




