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country, From 1864 1o 1869, until the Union
Pacific and Central Pacific railroads were built,
all merchandise, machinery for quartz, ]_urnher
and prist mills, snd the majority of immigrants
with their lamilies, found their way 10 Montana

by boat v the Missoun river 10 Fort Benton.
T'h e pom rpnt I s imme 1 the anpthward warpe
at Helena,  Further south were the famous mines

of Alder guich, at Virginia City, and to the enst
and west of Helena lay the rich placers of Dia-
mond City and Deer Lodge county.  Helenn, 143
thiles south of Benton, was the contral point to
which all the commerce of Montana had 1o be
taken for distribution, and where all pcﬂrfe had
to go before they could branch off to reach their
choven helds of labor.  Desides this, she had
nch pold placers of her own in Last (-h:lnrl." :Ill'lll
twenty ather gulchedin her immediate vicinity.
Employment was caxily fourid a1 wages which
eemed 1o the new-comer to assure him a fortune,
and thousanils alandoned the idea of searching
for mature's treasures, and went energetically 1o
work here. A city sprang up like magie.  Mer-
chants brought in immense stocks of pooils, and
sold v petail dealéns in all the camps of the terri-
tary.  Fotunes were aceumulated rapidly.  Hel.
etin, by reason of her own valuable mines and
het lavamble location in regard 1o other mining
camps, became the preat mining and commercial
centery by accumulation of wealth, in the hands
of shrewd, capalile and energetic men who knew
how 10 we money 1o conquer fortune, she ac-
quired complete financial supremacy ; and finally
her politieal influence and commanding situation
gave ber the seat of government of the tertitory,
AMLoF these advantapes she still retains, and they
will, in a few years, when the milroad system of
Montana is further developl, give lier ten times
the population and influence she now has, for
then Helena will become the milroad center of
this vast region.  These are the reasons why she
1 the politieal, Anancial and commetcinl capital
of Montana, and why she fs proudly and lovingly
calied by all her eltigens, * The Queen of the
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That evening they sunk two holes to bed rock
and found gulﬁin r:\)‘inr quantities, in sizes fl'f.l.l'l'l
pin points up e the value of half adollar. So
here they camped and gave their gulch the name
of ** Last Chance,” Here they made fortunes,
were quickly surrounded by miners who had htl:l’:-l‘
of their discovery, and the eamp sonn rivale
Virginia City in the number of its inhabitants,
A meeting of the miners was held at the cql:m of
Captain Wood in the fall of I&ﬁ* to baptize the
new camp,  One miner from Minnesota proposed
“Tomah,” the name of an Indian fricnd, and
another who had probably read Homer a little,
proposed ** Helena,” who, he said, was the most
beautiful womsan of her age, The gallant miners
voted fur Helena,

Mr. Cowan stated while on a visit here some
years ago, that the three noted mountains which
tower abave Helena were named by the first set-
tlers in the town—the first west of the city, M1,
Cowan (now called Mt. Helena); the second, be-
tween Last Chance and Dry gulches, Mt. Stanley ;
the third, east of Dry guich, Mt. Miller—in
honor of the gentlemen who discovered the mines
in Last Chance gulch. These names should be
perpetuated by act of the legislature,

The distance by the Northern Pacific from
Helena to Mullan tunnel is fifteen miles, the
grade rising rapidly until the tunnel is reached,
The scenery as the summits of the mountains ap-
pear, is of the most rugged charncter, and fully
justifies the title of ** Rocky mountains.” The
cuts and fills are enormous, and the work is among
the most expensive on the whole line of the road.
From the station at Helena the most powerful
locomotives yet made will be used, and here will
probably be large round-hauses and repair and
construction shops, thus adding much to the busi-
fiess and bustle of the city,

HOT SFRINGS,

Among the attractions of Helena are the hot
springs four miles west of the city. Theyarea
favarite resort for people afilicted with rhevmatism
and other diseases, who are benefited by bathing
in the medicinal waters.  The temperature varies
from 110" 10 190" Fahrenheit, They are situnted
in & picturesque glen, and there are a hiotel and
Fath house neatly kept and ot ample accommoda-
Hions,

HELENA'S BUSINESS.

The business of the city, both wholesale and
retail, is enormous, and such as few places of but
6,000 inhabitants can bonst of, This is accounted
for by its favorable and commanding position as
the e center of the territory, Nearly §2, 000,000
are invested in cattle and sheep by men residing
here, and from that business alone some of them
divive an annial income of from $30,000 to
$50.0c0,  The clerical, medical and legal profes.
stons are fully and ably represented hy men who
.[nr:v:-l from them a good support,  As yet little
manulacturing is done, hut the advent of a railroad
will stimulate that industry and add another jm-
potant l;n-mr 1o 1].,-i.n.,-.pﬂi|y of Helena, There
are now in opertion two foundries and machine
shops which repair and even manufacture ma-
chinery for quartz mills, and the monufacture of
!uml:c-r, sash, doors and wandwork in general is
fuite tlfmu\-,.'l‘. "“L‘ﬂgﬂl in. A few wagons and
carriages are made, but the iron and hard wood
are imported from the east, As yet no iron ore
has heen rmh:('cll‘ hiere, though both iron and eoal
abound. Lime i plentiful and greal quantities
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RESOURCES,

Loans and discounts. ..., ...

United States bonds, ... ..., . $2‘§§§&2
Real estate and fixtures. ..., .. . 44,057.8%
Cash and sight exchange. ... . . 34783810
$%731,|8:.§_

LIABILITIES,
Capital surplus........., A $ 400,560
Deposits............ >'vabaieia'sis oy 2,243, “-!&
Circulation,... .. ST T 00,000.00
$2,734,1805

The Second National Bank of Helena com.
menced business August 26, 1882, and on the
first of Janua:ﬁpresemed the following slatement,
indicative of the husiness prosperity of jlself and
the city in which it has become a necesgary insti.
tution ¢

RESOURCES,
Loans and discounts........... ..., $ 91,800.05
United States bonds............... 30,000,00
Cash and sight exchange. ......... 23,040.21
Furniture and fixtures.. ...,., veis 2,000000
Due from U. S. Treasurer, ... .. cen 1 350.00
$149,189.46

LIABILITIES.
Capital stock paid in .,....... ....$ 750000
Surplus and profits.......... seeeris 35608
Ciretilation, s voovivisaanss D 27,000,00
DDt s s i50e b s b vy 5o nne s 44,6280

$140,180.46

The Montana National Bank opened its doors
on the 11th of November, 1882, 1t has an actusl
paid up capital of $250,000, and an authorised
capital of $1,000,000. It is designated ns the
United States depository and has $100,000 in U.
S. honds to secure the government deposits, also
885,000 to secure its circulation. After being in
business less than two months it made a statement
on the first of January showing resources of
$525,000.00. The deposits amounted 1o §aps,:
162.02, and loans and discounts to $150,000.00

Helena is well represented abroad by fwo
daily and weekly papers, the Herald and Jnde
pendent. They are both enterprising jounals and
reflect the business prosperity of the city, 1o
which they contribute in a large degree. .

The leading clothing firm of the city and con:
sequently nfntghe whole territory, is the long-estaly
lished house of Gans & Klein, u:hcu_le.ll.le
retuil dealers in clothing and furnishing goods.
The house was founded in 1866, and by its long
association with commerce and its enle
and judicious management bas come to be ﬂl-a
sidered as one of the great foundation stones
the city's trade. They not only have (wo stores
in Helena, one for wholesale and one for o
trade, but have large branch a:slnhlmhnmullh
Butte City and Fort Benton. In 1852 the
imported 550 tons of merchandise, an nmnllll“
clothing nd. the comprehension of ane 5
familiar with the trade. e house in H:l:l
under the management of H, Klein, assist i
H. Gans. 'I'he senior member of the ﬁm,_b
Gans, resides in New York and atlends to
eastern business, including the purchase and mao:
facture of all for the three Montana housek
It is a constant matter of wonder (o stranges
that an establishment of this magnitude '-‘l:eﬂ
in the interior ofia lerrii!_.urrthf:: :ﬁl?::f etxisl.
of nilroads; yet it is a fact that i =
that it pays a;:ually for freight in excess of ik
road A sum eqml 0 [hc *Il’llmh A
houses that have no doulit considered th S
superior to anything in Montana. large a8
the business of this house will be much i :
when the railroads are completed, as these W
not only give them better facilities for im ‘
immense stocks of s, but will widen Ghe
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