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WANTED.

The scarcity of building material is a serlous
inconvenience felt throughoit the whole North-
With thousands of square miles of timber
when saw-
Lhe reason

west,
we are without lumber, and this, oo,
mills are working day and might.

for this iy, the great mills an Puget soind, some
of which cut 200,000 feet per day, ship their
product to Han Francisco and foreign markets,
generally on large cantracts, and the home sup-
ply has to come from smaller mills, To ship
lumber [into the interior would mvolve an ex-
pense such as 1o almest pred lude its use.  Every
county and district has its saw-mills, and the
foeal supply and demand Has chiefly regulated the
price and quantity eut; Lt the wonderful activily
in building during the past and present seasons
has rendered these mills incapable of supplying
the market. New ones are going up on every
hand, and still there is a dearth of lumber,
Fapecially is this inconvenience felt east of the
Cascades, where lumler does not grow on every
man's quarter section This evil, however, will
be remedied ; but there is a still greater ane, and
that s the searcity of brick.  From every city
and town it the new and growing regions there
At Seattle,
Steilacoom, Tacoma, Olympia, Vancouver, Pen-
dieton, Walla Walla, Dayton, Colfax, Sprague,

Is & universal demand for brick.

Cheney, Spokane Falls, and all along the lines
of railroad through 1daho and Montana, there
will be business blocks and residences erected
If bnck
conl] be had at o reasonable price ur in sufficiem

thiv season almost without mimber,

uantity, the majority of business hlocks; at least,
that The
builders prefer it and will only use wood by

woiuld be conructed of malerial,
force of necessity, and yet not one of those places
has enough 1o supply its wants, and some have
none whatever, It be not for dack of matesial,
nor, even, for want of brick yards, It is be.
cauwse the facilities at present ane cnlilrh‘ inadde.
quate 1o supply this unprecedented demand, A
man who understands the manufacture of Lirick
cannot fail to make money almost anywhere, and

A laborer who can mould even a semblance to one

need not be Mle for want of work at ool wages,
If some Eagtern manufacturers do not see here an
illutmg field, we call them blind, indeed. The
demand for brick will not end with this season

not the next, It will be permanent and conting.
ous, Not only are men with capital needed, lut
laborers, men who can mould and bam,
are room and work for Loth,

We need labor in this great region.  We need
i as badly as the boy did the woodchuek, We
are short of lumber becatse there are not enough

mety who can go into the woods and get out Jogs
for the mills.

There

(here are men enough who  wil]
batihd mills it the logging could be done, Houses
are desired by the thousand, anid carpenters can-
ool be had to build them.  Brick Bocks are
wanted by business men, but there are not brick.
maken enough to supply the material,
masotis canniol be found 1o lay the bricks now be-
ing made, and if all the brick nesded could be
obtained there are not half enough masons to lay
them in mortar,  Carpenters, briige-builders and
masns are in great demand by the railroad com»
panies a8 well as unskilled labor, Men are sadly
noeded om the Canadian  Pacific, as is evidenced

by the following item in a '
paper publiched
Beitish Columbia : = &

Enough

“Mr, A. ]. McLellan left this morning fsr
Portland, where he will collect all the mechanics
and laborers that can possibly be got together.
In many cases Mr. Onderdonk will pay the ex-
: men’s wives and families to the

penses of tle
sake of petting desirable labor

Provinee for the
on the uilrnnrl."

No carpenter, mason, blacksmith, machinist,
lumbermen, brickmaker, plasterer, tailor, shoe-
maker, farm'hand, or general laborer, need fear
for want of employment, A list of wages paid
in Portland will be found elsewhere in our

columns.

We of the Pacific Const have been wont to
pride ourselves upon our mild and equable climate.
We have congratulated each other at home and
Boasted of it abroad, possibly to an undue de-
gree. Our newspapers have harped upon the
theme, it has been prm'.'laimcd from the plalform,
and the halls of Congress have echoed to its repe-
titions, We have ascribed it to the genial influ-
ences of the Japan current flowing steadily along
the coast, and have been so persistent that. the
whole world has bowed down to worship the
twin deity of ““gloriots climate ™ and Japan cur-
rent,  But, alas, we are now undone,  Our Japan
current has been feloniously abstracted. A learned
Fastern professor has demonstrated that it s
lost in the Arctic ocean, so thoroughly lost that
it has not yet found its way out and never will,
and in this heartless outrage he has the support
uf sundry and divers other learned but unscrup.
It naturally follows that the peren-
nial green of this beantiful northwestern const
must fade, and a hleak, blear and desolate
waste be all that is left to remind us of what we
once had.  But let ug not despair, Perhaps the
professor may discover that he is mistaken, and
restore the current he has so ruthlessly filched ;

o1, better still, it may itself escape from the in-
tricate mazes of Arctic iothergs and hasten to our
reliel.  Our fear is not unmingled with hope.

ulous men.

We constantly hear of Oregon wool, Oregon
wheat, and Oregon cattle, when in fact the terms
apply 10 the products of Qregon, Washington and
portions of Idaho and Montana, At least half of
the ** Oregon wheat' of last season came from
Washington Territory and Idaho, and the present
year will see that section supply two-thirds of the
shipment. A more comprehensive term should

** Pacific Northwest wheat,” or something to ex.
press the facts.  The same is true of wool and

enough 1o make its name famous abroad, without

the facts as they were, but times have ch
: a
and the name should change with them, =

Me. M. A. Blowers of Monticello, Minnesota

writes us under date of March toth: T}
‘ t e past
Winter has been a very cold one, 0

dusty as in summer and the
busy wetting them down,

0Or sports are
spring wheat is nearly

be used, such as *Columbia Basin wheat,” or

cattle.  Oregon is & grand state and produces

nlmubing credit for the production of its neigh-
bors.  The name was bestowed when it expressed

The snow is
Still about two feet deep on an average, and the
streams are still bound in iy fetter.” What a
contrast ! 1t is now the twentieth of March and
we are enjoying our eighth consecutive vu-'ek of
Warm, sunny weather, during which there have
been but two days of rain. The streets are as
walering carts are

Base ball and the out.
ng, while the mfn:“;[

all completed. The culd |

__E
wave in January reached us for a few days, by
the thermometer was content with 7° aboys
instead of going to 30" or 40" below, as it didjs
the East at this latitude,

-

THE LABOR MARKPT

_ The condition of the labor market in Portlapg
is an index to is status throughout the whe
Northwest, A scarcity of labor here indicates
still greater scarcity at other points, Labe
naturally seeks the largest places as offering the
most opportunities for employment.  For fhay
reasons the scores of towns and cities
up are unable to secure the labor necessay o
construct the buildings they desire to ereet, Mo
chanics are in great demand at high wages (4
the contrary the professions are over-crowded mi
all the avenues of genteel employment are full
occupied. The labor market in this city, inds
tail, is in the following condition :
Stonemasons ave getting $5 per day, haviagre
cently been raised from $4 because of démanl
for labor.
Brickmasons now receive $6, and before e
first of May will be getting $7.
Plumbers get from $4.50 to $5, and e vy
searce, (iood ones are in demand.
Carpenters receive $3.50 for ordinary ﬂ1
and those employed upon fine work get §
Good carpenters and joiners can have steady e
ployment at $4. -
Plasterers are very scarce at $5 a day, and:
few outside cement hands that can be had =
getting $6. y
Lathers have héen getting $2 per M, 250
now receiving $2.50.
Painters receive $3.50 to 4, and good o
are scarce. :
Tinners and iron cornicemakers pet $3.50 1
$4.50, and good ones are in demand,
Iron moulders, $2.50 to $4.
Machinists, $2.75 to $3.50.
Cabinetmakers, $2.50 to §5.  Plenty of wok
for good men. Extra good men can get
work at $5. '
Wagon and carringemakers and general blace
smiths get $2.50 to $4. First-class men are
great demand. Horseshoers get $2.50t108%
Harnessmakers, $2.50 to $3.50. o
men can get steady employment, ]
Stone and marble cutters, $3.50 10 $4 Al
good men wanted. )
Common laborers are wanled at $2.50 I
city, and at other points and on the il
work can be had at $2 to $2.50 per day. I:r

Speaking of the Bridge river diuinl: _ .‘
ish Columbin, the Colowist says: “ W8
these mines will ultimately prove to be i
white miners or not, it is certain thal I
have, collectively and individually,
large amounts of gold. Nuggets of co
value and number have from time to time b

purchased from them, many of which el
tained by crevicing. It mig trmw‘
vmuf to the upper country if this
were thoroug

hly and systematically prospes
Gold is not confined to the particular local
being im worked by nativey
found distributed over a large extent
o ey (s
o 4 benei
the province. It is not at all uniikely (0
quartz may also be discovered in those

ranges.



