“WHERE ROLLS THE OREGON."

" A sllvery current flows
With wncontrolied meanderings |
Nof have these eves by greencr hills 3
Neen soothed, in ull my wanderings.

During a recent visit to the Atlantic seaboanl
the writer had a very ||Tr.u.m1 interview with one
of the greatest travelers and most noted politica
economists of our day, the principal topic being
the destiny of the region west of the Mississippi.
Among other things, | asked the savant what
natiral division of Nogth America he considered
the richest in those important elements which go
to make up great commonwealths.

“The land *Where Rolls the Oregon,'"™ he
quickly replied, and then deliberately added, "1
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ol It, whose rewources are pot 1o be compared for
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erd, but it will be as swon a5 Oregon becomes a
state "

He lived to see four great commonwealths
carved from Oregon, each of which can yet he
subdivided into six larger and naturally richer
shatme than that whicrh sant him to the senate: and
the Oregon congressmanof 1883 will be able to
ride from Portland to our natioual capital in a
palace car in six days,

AN OUTLINE.

The two great streams which form the Colum.
bia are known as Clarke's Fork, on the north,
and the Lewss' Fork, or Snake, on the south.
These nivers and their tributaries permeate the
vast, unique and valuable region lying between
the Rocky mountains and the Pacific ocean,
bounded on the sonth by the forty-first parallel
and on the nort’s by the fifty-third, the arca posi-
tively embraced in this drainage being 400,000
square miles. All of Oregon, Washington and
Idaho and portions of Montana, Wyoming, Utah
and Nevada belorg to this empire of this north-
This countiy with its present sprinkling
of 285,000 inhabitants is larger than Maine, New
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Convecticut, New York, New Jersey, Del-
aware, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and
lowa, where ni atly 23,000,000 of people reside.

As a great geologist and geographer once wrote:
** The Atlantic const, with its crowded population,
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Hampehire,

s rehined ooy

ation, its great cities, jts seats of

learning apd stopendous industrial operations,

fomms only a fringe on the eastern border of this
vasl domain,
ONE GREAT RIVER.
The Columbia ranks with the greatest rivers of
the world.  From its dual birth among the most

magnificent scenes of earth in the heart of the Yel.
lowstane Nationa! Park. and in the
of that emp

richest section
re of westem empires, Montana,

o its two thowand-five hnnired miles

f irre e sweep 10 our western %4, it is an
dvenue of wealth and wonders.  For 300 miles
from the Pssif :

mland it averages abont two miles
fiing over six miles near its mouth,
Engineers etimate that it carries off a volume of
walet bet hitle if any less than the Mississippi,
Its immense Grinage may be imagined from the
tact that during the welting of the snows in the
northwestern mountain ranges its daily increase
for days st a time has been equal to the entire
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of Brithh Americn,
LEWTS PORK O SNAKE.
The extres

© castemn source of the Columbia js
* Smake river, which rises among
ha.-l TS marvelony soenes of Yellowstone park
I.:: :‘n‘c i within 3 few feet of the crystal
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south of a beautiful Ilhk‘:n?n British'(?m.g:

fiom which Canee river, the most .
tary of the Columbia, meandere sozrt]l?::d L:%

common reservoir.  The Salm 3y
Boise, Payette, Weiser and \Vom]m;i\r(e-rls,mun'
in the order of their size, flow into the Snake from
the north. The two first named are a5 large 3y
the Delaware at Easton, The Snake i5 =
ble for 300 miles above its Junction with m
Fork, and for 200 miles in ‘the heart of Ldaho,
1,000 miles from the sea, as well as for
stretches in other localities, The Clearwater.
also affords a considerable stretch of narigable
walter, :
An interesting bit of history illustrati
extent of inland navigation r::rade m;ﬁt'ﬁ
Columbia and its tributaries is that of the steamer
Shoshone. It was built in 1866, on Snakeriver,

at a point 90 miles from Boise City, Idaho, and
for a number of years ran on the Snake tg withip
125 miles of Salt Lake, almost under the shadow
of the Wasatch. venture at that early day
proved unprofitable, and in spite of castidles
reefs and rapids in the Blue and Cascade mouy.
tains, the staunch little craft was run dowm
to the sea, a distance by river of 1,000
CLARKE'S FORK,

The eastern source of Clarke's Fork is Der
Lodge river, rising in western Montana. within s
few steps of springs which feed the Missoar
Here, for the of washing gold in the rid
field found at this (Deer Lodge) pass of the Recky
mountains, parties have dug a ditch only eightees
feet deep at the apex of the pass th which
the waters of the Missouri have been tumed iaig
the waters of the Columbia—the waters.of the
Gulf of Mexico into the Pacific ocean—an m
tion sometimes called highway robbery,
are those bald enough to predict that :Ldlyn
come when engineering skill shall give water
transportation by way of these remarkable sireams
6,000 miles through the heart of the four grest
mountain of our continent, uniting the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. -JIH present  Lheit
navigable waters are only 450 miles apart,
F;:na thousand miles’ Clarke's [t::tm
resolutely to the northwest, crossing
British I{Juuuionsbeﬁm making its final dash
southward to its union with Lewis Fork or the
Snake. Joined 100 miles from its source by the
Blackfoot—a stream as as the e
Salamanea—the curreat takes the name of He
gate; soon swelled by the beautiful Bitter Root, It
:;:lhd the Missoula; nﬂ.tutﬂle western Monlans

ndary, after nlnrrhr?]

rent, ll::,!-'luhud. and

and when fairly across tbe
British line it joins a vast flood from the
north it is penerally called the Columbia,
many reserve that more dignified name
has mingled its waters with Lewis
t:i‘:luke. l-zhlﬁrmhmw mmh :
1 . 1, & as as the
above St. Paul, and in Eastern Washingtea the
Spokane, which discharges a greater :
the Ohio at Cincinpati, the Methow, Cheat
Wenachee, Yakima and other rivers, lﬂ';*
which would compare fa i e '*I'I“' ;
prominent streams of New-England. As aledy
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