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THE INLAND EMPIRE,

The country along the entire line of the North-
ern Pacific Railroad from Lake Superior to Puget
Sound is much better than that traversed by any
other transcontinental line, There is not a gt
mile of absolutely waste land the entire distance.
The valley of the Yellowsione [rom eght to
twelve miles in width s good sgricultusal land.
and there is an ample supply of water for all the
needs of irrigation,  In the upper portion of the
valley irrigation is necessary to produce good
crops.  For 100 miles west of Glendive, inigation
is not required. We found ranches seattered
along the entire valley, and new settlers are going
forward in great numbers,  The uplands are val-
uable grazing lands, and are now atiracting the
attention of the owners of large herds in Colorado
and Wyoming,

MONTANA 1§ REALLY AN EMPIRE IN ITSELF.

The country from Bozeman to Missoula has
heen well seftled up for many years, and the val-
leys, .-dthutu{i;h narrow, are extremely fertile, and,
itis claimed, produce an average of lory lushels
of wheat per acre and seventy bushels of oats.
The upland and mountain ranges are covered to
their summits with luxuriant bunch grass, and
along Clark’s Fork in Western Montana the heav-
ily timbered valleys and mountain sides have a
rich undergrowth of wild clover, Taken as a
whole, Montana is the finest grazing arca in the
United States, and its capacity for stock mising
is much greater than that of either Colarada o
New Mexico, In some localities, like the Deer
Lodge \-nlleir. there are large numbers of sheep,
and the raising of horses is carried on 1o consid:
erable extent.  In Enstern Washington Territory
and  Northeastern Orcgon—north of the Tl
Mountains, is what is called the Great Basin ol
the Columbia river—there is, probally

THE FINEST STRETCH OF WHEAT LAXD

In the world. This region is as yet somewhal
sparsely settled, but in the older seutled portions
around Walla Walla wheat farming has Leen chi-
ried on for seventeen years without a single fuil-
ure in the crop, The average yield of wheat per
acre in this locality is given by reliable larmers ai
thirty-five 1o forty Lushels per acre, and of onts
from seventy to eighty bushels per acre.  Crops
of 100 bushels of oals per acre are not unusual,
Very superior apples and  peaches are also raised
in this region. This belt of wheat couniry is
about 200 miles long and from 8o lo 100 miles
wide, and some ol'nlifle best informed people in
Oregon estimate that ft is capable of producing
100,000,000 bushels of wheat per annum, The
country isan upland rolling plateau of from ane
thousand five hundred to three thousand feet ele:
vation, and the deep soil is decomposed hasall,
extremely lertile, and covered with a very heavy
growth of bunch I rode for ninety miles
over a portion of this region in a wagon, and it 1s
unquestionably the finest body of wheat land 1
ever saw, As yet it is only sparsely seutled, be:
cause of the expense and d{fﬁcully of reaching iL.
There is, however, a more active demand for the
purchase of land for farming in this region than in
any other portion of the Pacific slope, and so soon
as the Northern Pacific railroad is completed and
immigrants can be carried into it at remsonable
rates, this region will be very spealily settled up.

Will the trade of Montana and the wheat pro-
ducts of Eastem Washington Territory come
castward to St. Paul and Minneapolis when ihe
Northern Pacific is completed ?

The trade of Montana will cestainly come over
the Northern Pacific road as soon as it reaches
Bozeman and Helena, and this trade is af very
o nsiderable magnitude at present, and will here-
after increase largely. Bozeman is a well-built
town of 1,000 with a fine agricultural
country ajound T, and Helens, the commercil
center of the Territory, isa larger, better built,

and more city, belore any rail
road has reached i, than Denver, Colorado, was
ten years ago, after it had secured two lines ol
railroad from the East, Missoula, Deer Lodge
and Butte are all rous Lowns. ¢ dise
lance from Helepa, m:nn or Butte to L‘husin

the f

‘Northern Pacific milroad will be nea
o hoctae than By th. Uah Northers
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THE WEST SHORE.

Union Pacific toals, while

1 the distance to N ‘
apolis and 8t Paol will he SMARSS2iN fune

‘ NEARLY Bio MILES SHORTER,

The Northern Pacific rons
Montana for Soo miles,
portien ol the Teriiory

. 1 {
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I runs directly seross
:1lllt| the moge |I|nd||l'!ii'r
les alopg this line and
b When (hnt countty s opened
l‘!’_ the completion of the milway, St Panl and
Minneapolis should: certainly be preatly benefited
il they make proper efforts to maintain and hold
the Montana trade. It seems to me quite proballe
that the wheat product of the great wheat belt of
Eastern Washington  Territory can be Bironigh
to this point and 1o the Inkes at Duluth, as I un:
derstand (he Southen Pacific roilioad is now
carrying large quantities of wheat from San Fran.
clito to Galveston and New Orleans for ship:
ment to Lurope,  This isa greater distance by
rail than from Washington Tersitory to Duluih,
"1t s thought by some prople that the Northe
e Pacific railrond will have greater difficuliies
from snows in winter than the other tinnseonti-
li‘l’lllﬂliiilk'h, Lioes this agree with your inpes:
sions P
1 think this is entlvely a mistake,  The highest
elevation reached by the Northem Pacifie road at
any point between the lakes and the Pacific const
ik at the crossing of the Helt Range of the Rocky
Mountaips,  This paint s about §, 500 feet alove
the sea, and is 500 feel lower than Cleyenne, and
more than 2,500 feet lower than the highest point
resched by the Union Pacific road.  Helena, M.
T., 18 1,200 feet lower thun Denver, Coli There
18 less than 250 miles of the entive line of the
Northern Pagifie milroad that exceodd 4,000 feel
in oltitide. Stock vun out the enfire yesr in Mon-
tana, and the snowfall from Glendive westswind s
much less than in Minnesota, 1 think that the
company will requite very few snow sheds, amd
the only Sevious diliys (o the operation of the
foad from snows that may oceur will be in Dakata
and Minnesota,
Is there likely to be any serious difliculty in
crossing the Flathead Keservation ¢
[ i pot think there will be any delay < nothing
serious ntany e, The Indians are desirops ol
having this road huilt and there is really nothing
remaining but
THE MERE FORMALITIES OF A TREATY
To lie gone through withe 1 have po dould
lint that the tieaty will e in!fl‘l tel in o ample
time,
How far is it thraugh the reservation ?
Only about sixty-five i en,
What may be saill of the scenery along your
line, ns lf-lll|'l1-ll'l| with that of the nllhll Pacihc
als?
lrk”“”: in really no comparison, i my  extimas
tion, for that along the route of the Noithern I'as
cificis so far sppetiot Loth in grandeur and pose
llll':li |J\".I\I1)- Such ;u.:“]ulll\r'hl .I||F-iml;lll'lu anil
cuch rich reaches of praivie and fertile valleys s
nowhere else 10 be seen. :
I« there much timber on any portion of the line ?
When you get wet of Missonla there a Iurge
ered with cedar, spruce, pine, fir and
tiimarar, and when yoit get a\':lnng sl further
thote is some good while pibe, There s onereach
of 250 miles of wouded region which inreally very
good timber, Thete is, in fact, scaltering tiniber
along nearly the whole line. ’
“Then your frip hak resulted in proving to you
that the route of the Nugthern Pucific is even het.
ter than you suppused £

Yes, furt e
ISN'T A POOT OF WASTE LAND

lervitary Lav

As you mlghl My, the entire di-lilllr"_ \], ".||'
hay convinced that the line of the Northem Por
cifi¢ is not only the hest roite for the construet ot
and operation of a railroad acreas the continent,
bat that the road will run thraugh the hest, and
l:rmprcuw]y, the richest belt of the (r.lmjmt
weat of the Misaouri nver, ol when completed i
will speedily develup an enormou locsl watbe in
prain, lumber, cattle and mineral products, and
will becume the lavored road fof todrists traveling
between the Atlantic and Facibi 1 wish partic:
ularly ta jmpess upon the business men of Minpe:
apolis and St Paul that they can ns yel have no

realizhtion of the magnitude of the business which |
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is 000 to be ditectly tributary to these cities, and
that they will do well to prepae tocontiol a tiade
which will soon exceed in magnitude that which
15 given 1o any other western city, o faet, the
best poition of these United States will, npon the
completion of the Northern Paeific, woll ite wealthy
Wy

rodust and bminess into the commerelst lags
of St. Paol and Minneapolis, —Col, Char &, !,a;uv
born in Proncer. Priss,
— P R
INFLUENCE FOR GOOD.

Awong the institwtions of Portland  no one s
more creditalile to the city and the State than the
school for girls, known as St. Helen's Hall.  For
thirteen years |t has been a center of culture amd
refinement, and the influences which have gone
out from it 1o every part of Ogegon and Washing.
ton have been of Il!w very best,  With all Iﬁa
spivit of o ploneer it overcome the embarmsing
necessities of ploneer youth, and from early stiug-
les nnd success his not learned oo well the lews
son of thilt,  Begun asa Chiistian effort in the
cause of what s beautifol and best in human oas
Lure, it continues true to that cavse and earnest in
i, How great has been its influgnce for good no
man can say, DBut cedain it that wherever
they have gone is davghters are “as the pol
ishedl corners of the temple.”

It bs gintifying to know that this really good
schoal, in opening its dowis for the fourieenth
year, s in better condition every way than st any
weviois time [ fts history,  Tis stall of teachers
|\m beetr increased and greatly improved,  Thir
teen ladios of the highest education, most of them
welected from eastern schools of high standing,
compose the corps, while thelr varied attalnments
cover the whole range of scholarly and aitistic ac.
complishment, St. Helen's Hall is now better
than ever before able to give thorough instretion
1o the full extent of Iis course,  Many older and
rlehier schools in other States bave finer buildings
and mote apacious ground, but none in the char:
acter and mecomplishments of its teachers affords
hetter facilities for the cultivation of the minds,
the morals and the manners of girls than does St
Helen's Hall

The attendince of boarders wnd llnynppplln I
hetter this year—which commenced ap Monday-—
then ever before, the fapmer coming from almast
oviny section of the Siate anl 'l'tllilul,. TICW‘.
Steilacoom, [acksonville, Union county, Baker
county, Wasco county, Clatsop county, Douglay
cottnty, San Franciwo, Missoula and many other
wections are tepresented in the Hall lamily this
year. The lln‘l in located in the Bigh and health.
ful part of Pentland, directly opposite the eity
plogn, and iis grounds, though limited to the space
of 4 aingle block, are sightly and cheerful. 1t of-
fers the best of edueational facilities, the special
advantage of eily ssociation and culture and the
comfonts and guardianship of & refined home.

Scaicely less important than this admirakile
schoal for giely, s the bay's schoal, which like it
is under the {mrul manngement of Bishop Mo
riv—the Bibop Seolt Grammar School. It
opened  on Mondsy with an stiendance of
hoarders larger than for any term within the past
five years and with the best prospecty for the year.
Itis 'a point which business men [ b
that the disbursements in Portland of these schools
lust year was above §30,000,— Dadly Oregenian,

.

Alfalfa, it i found, grows abundantly in Waseo

county, and will hereafier form one of the prolific

county's products,

——— b —

Gen. T. R. Tannatt has draughts.
men engaged in making o plat of the
new town of Plainfield, three miles this
side of Colfax, on the tract recently
purchased there by the O. 1 Co. There
w a beputiful grove of about fifteen
wcres, which the General ‘Yor 1o
lay off in u city park, On all the towns
being luid out by him provisions are
being made for schools, parks and pub-
lie buildings.




