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LL’.\{I;;&RI.\‘G HERE AS SEEN ABROAD,

The Northtwestern  Lumberman pre-
sents its readers with the following
picture of lumbering on Puget Sound:

The demand for Puget Sound lumber
1 rapidly increasing, and the mills #1e
all hehind their orders. When a bill
iswanted for a very large structure, the
stifl has to be ordered several weeks
in advance, The capital invested in
the lumber business of the Sound dis-
trict is over $4,000,000. The machin-
ery used in the mills is of the most
modern make, gangs and circulars be-
ing employed, The sawdust is carried
by machinery and emptied into the fur-
nace as fuel.  The waste is burned in
unquenchable fire, as it is in Eastern
mills.  Though the annual output of
Puget Sound lumber is 3000,000,000
feet, and the industry has been pros-
ecuted for quite a number of years, the
timber already cut can hardly be
missed.  Several million acres of this
timber land are accessible to Sound
waters and the rivers flowing intothem,
and the building of railroads will open
up toaccessibility millions more. There
are no freshets about the Sound to
wweep away logs or mills. The tides
of the Sound waters rise 4 given hight
year in and year out. The mean high
tide in 14 feet, and the extreme high
tide is three feet higher. Logs are
always floated on a rising or g reced-
ing tide. The price of logs is uniform
at all the mills, being £5.00 a thousand
for lengths under 6o feet, and from
$5.00 to g12.00 between lengths of 6o
and 140 feet.  The price of lumber 2
the mills iy also niform, being $10.00
a thousand for good cargo lumber, and
from £14.00 to g22.00 for cedar dressed.
Hardwood lumber I8 worth aboyt $25
a thousand, The huilding of rnailroads
that are projected will call for 2 large
a:nnunl‘ol lumber, timber mnd ties from
Puget -'M)l_ll‘itl‘ and this demand s to be
Bgreat stimulant o production, The
lumber interesty of the Sound distriot
are largely in the hands of
monopolists, who haye the
a tln;k Irmlicy is the better one for them,
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A BRIGHT FUTURE.

The hills between Walla Walla and
Dry creek have nearly all been convert-
ed into waving grain fields. Thousands
of acres between middle Dry creek and
the Touchet are in grain and other
thousands of acres are being broken up
preparatory to the sowing of a first
crop. Settlers, cabins and improve-
ments are now seen where a year ago
the badger and cayote had undisputed
possession, The population of Walla
Walla county is rapidly increasing.
The crop prospect was never better,
while the indications are that the prices
of chief staples, wool and wheat will be
as large or larger than they were last
year. The growth and prosperity of
our beautiful city is apparent on all
sides. In every direction can be seen
the slining new roofs of small cottages
around whose doors play hearty and
happy children. These houses are
owned by their occupants who have
come here to live, attracted by the
beauty and healthfulness of the location
and the oportunities offered to make a
living and a little more, Our mer-
chants generally say that they are doing
more business now than they were last
year at this season, while our mechan-
ics are all as busy as they can be,
Some of the proprietors of the nimer-
ous saloons cry dull times, but this is a
song they sing every spring, forgetting
the joyous tune they sing during the
harvest and winter time, Our people
are arousing and begining to assert
their power, to turn their attention from
.the money getting of to-day to secyr.
'Ng assurance of the fupyre,
done so sooner it would, possibly, haye
heen better, but in the meantime they
lla\m gathered strength gnq power,
f::‘eml of our leading merchants

ranched oy ® years ago, by sending
stocks of goods to other aspiring towns,
but we are pleased to poge that they
are -t‘(‘g"liﬂg to realize that by ¢
trating their efforts gt Walla
they can mgke
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THE ASSOTIN COUNTRy,

There is no part of Washingtaq;u
ritory where a new_settler cau gap
down and grow up with th_e.eoimh’
with greater profit to himself than thy
part of Garfield counly known 28 the
Assotin country, It is fertile, Very pro.
ductive, with a climate second to p
on the northwest coast, and g 4
range unequalled anywhere, Timber
and water is to be found almost evety.
where, and the Blue Mountajns furnigh
wood for lumber, fuel ang fencing i
inexhaustible quantities, and fiis
market will be right at hand for every.
thing that can be dprod_uced. In thejr
gigantic efforts to evelop the resottree
of the country, the O. R, & N. Co, are
so liberal to Rx’e settlers in what are now
remote localities, that the people. are
encouraged to making efforts that byt
few short months since they considered
themselves entirely incap_abf:: of. About
a year since farmers began to settle iy
this Assotin country, and to-day there

is a town glorying “in the name of As
sotin City,

The present may be considered to be
the first season’s shipment of grain from
Assotin City, and in all about 375 tons
have been carried away from there,
This year it is estimated that 50,000
bushefs will be raised in the locality,
and the same amount from the Idaho
side, making 100,000 bushels which will
be ready for shipment after the next
harvest—not a bad showing for a com.
paratively new country. In afew years
they will boast of as many tons as they
now do of bushels,

There is any amount of land yetto
be taken up on both sides of the nr:ré
and in one week lately twenty la
claims were taken up on the Washing-
ton side alone,

The banks of the river on the Idsho
side being very steep, the grain is sent
down to the water’s edge in a shute.
ive cents per bushel is charged for
shuting, sacking, warehousing and m
ping. There are some very energe
Citizens located here, who are doing all
in their power to bring this fine country
into the prominence it deserves.

The new mill at Quartz creek,
Klickitat county, has been finished.
The machinery is in fine running ordet;
and with a force of fifteen men they
expect to make short work of llﬂlb"’_
The machinery is of first class make
and material, costing in the neighbor-
hood of $5,000, Klickitat possesses an
almost inexhaustible supply of timber.

Much complaint is made by settler®
in British Columbia becuuse of harh
treatment by the government. 4

Thereis quite a demand for Phr'iéﬂl_

among the Alaskan canneries.



