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quantities “of fish are annually taken by the
Indians and cured for food.

Fish constitutes one of the most important
articles of diet for all the coast tribes, and they take
much interest in fishing; but as a general thing
they prefer their ancient implements to more
modemn styles of civilized nations,

From Fort Wiangle we proceed 1o sea in a
westerly course, and having passsed around Cape
Ommam, at the southem end of Baranofi Island,
we sight Mount Edgecombe on Kruzol Island,
and changing our course 10 the east we enter the
harbor of Sitka or New Archangel as it was
formerly called.

While the Russians held possession of Sitka it
was & place of considerable importance; but latterly
since the Americans have occupied it and
since the soldiers have been removed, it has
fallen into decay. The only thing which keeps it
up Is that it is the port of entry, with a custom
house, There is also a Greek church with a fine
chime of bells and some fine pictures, and other
decorations in the interior, which were given by
the Empres Catherine, of Russia, years ago,
The other principal buildings in the town are the
former residence of the Russian governor, the
custom house and the military barracks, all of
which are built of massive timber and will last
for years.  But the new towns of Harrisburg and
Takou, whete the gold mines are situated, have
\aketi'the tradé and population from Sitka, and it
I only the onthly visit of the mail steamer
which gives it a sort of temporary life. It s,
however, a good place 1o study Indian customs,
slthough there are not as many carved columns
and outside decorations to (he buildings as are o
be scen on Queen Charlotie's Islands, The
mortusry customs of the Indians are very similar
all wlong the northwest coast.  We give an
illwstration of Chief Shakes lying in state at Fort
Wangle, of the grave of Chief Bella Bella Jack
andof ababy's grave. The latter s of interest from
Usstmplicity, The little child's canoeand other toys
are duplayed, and the whole showing the affection
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raven on the top, underneath which is a series of
discs which represent the hat worn by a pemn.of
rank, and called by the Haidas, Tadinskillik,
under this are the bear, beaver, frog and crow,
The next column represents the killer or grampus
* Orea ater” with its tail erect in the air; the bird
on the summit represents the Thunder bird, or
Eagle, and underneath it is & human figure. ‘I'be
carving on the right hand is one of the big
columns face down. These columns or pillars are
hollowed out in the back to make them lighter to
handle and are almost universally alike. From
Sitka to Takou the tourist has to pass through
Poghibshi or Peril strait into Chatham strait and
thence through Prince Frederick’s Sound, Harris-
burg or Takou city is as yet in its incipiency and
simply represents a mining town, but its prospects
bright and its friends predict for it a brilliant
future.

The whole voyage from Portland to the new
mining towns is one of inlense interest, and as the
county becomes better known it will be attractive
to hundreds of people who now visit the European
cities for summer recreation,

NATURAL ADVANTAGES,

As the wholesale destruction of timber in Ore-
gon and Washington must eventually exhaust the
supply, the wise foresight in the purchase of Alas.
ka, will be generally appreciated by the citizens of
the Uniled States. To Alaska we must eventu.
ally look for our ship-building timber. On the
mountains of Baranoff Island, on which Sitka is
situated, and on the adjacent islands, we find fine
limber, consisting of birch, spruce and yellow pine,
the latter a splendid ship-building material,

The islands are very rocky, but wherever a
piece of soil can be found on a slope toward the
south it will serve as a garden to raise potatoes
and tumips, and sometimes even cabbage,

The climate is moderate, on account of & warm
current in the neighborhood, but it rains almost
continually, the amount of moisture falling ther,
being greater than at any other place in the Unj.
ted States, This description will serve for all the

islands from Wrangell, opposite the mouth of the
Slickeen to Fairweaiher Bay, Of the main land
lying east of these islands, very little is known, as
the native tribes there are very numerous and
hostile, From the Kenai Peninsula northward
the mainland is sccessible, as far as any opposition
of the natives is concerned, The climate here is
much colder, Vegetables cannot be grown except
in a few spots where slopes of light 1ol face the
g Post at the mouth of Kenaj
river, a few potato gardens are also cultivated,
tndhymbemdelhm, though of very coarse
quality. Timber js only found on the mountaing
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the stream with long poles.

From the head of Cook’s Inlet, north
interior is almost unknown except the course of
the Yukon, a magnificent stream which takes iy

rise in the British possessions, and has been nae.
igmted for 1,800 miles.

The Aleutian Islands produce berries and grugy,
but no timber is to be found on any of them, the
Aleuts depending on driftwood for fuel, bt of this
a great quantity is cast upon the beach by a friend.
ly southerly current.  Sulphur can he obtained on
some of these islands, which are all of voleanie
origin. The climate here is comparatively mild
and Siberian cattle can be easily wintered, On
the island of Kodiak which has a length of ninety.
miles by forty to fifty miles in width, the Rus
sians first established themselves, The climate
is mild and allows the cultivation of potatoss,
turnips and hay, .

Immediately north of Kodiak is the island of
Afognak, which contains in its southert enda
colony of Russians establishied there at the legihe
ning of this century, the people of which (il the
soil, raise cattle, and, besides, are experts as boat
builders. ¥ |

The most important commercial enterprise of

southeastern Alasks, is the Northwest Trading
Co., of which Mr, Paul Schulze is President, and
C. Spubn, General Manager. The head office is
located in Portland, The company began opem-
tions in 1880, and besides extensive ofl workiat
Kilisnoo, has trading posts established drd'in
successful operation at Sitka, at Hoonyah, on (h'h
Sound, at Chilcoot at the head of Lynn Canal; at
Kilisnoo on Chatham Straits, at Junean Cityor
Takou mines on Gastineaux Channel, snd at Kais
gan on Cardova Bay on the southern extremity of
Prince of Wales Island,

A glance at the map will convince even the most
casual observer, that judicious business julgnent
has been used in the selection of these (rading
posts, and whilst the company is already doing
the largest business in the southeastern Alasks,
their operations are spreading over the main land
%o rapidly, that it is only a question of time when
the bulk of the Alaska trade will be transacted by
them. Two of their steamers find - constant eme
playment, one in connection with the fishing en+
terprises and in carrying freight between the dif-
ferent posts, and the other in whaling, Engaged
in the fisheries, the oil works, and the differeat
Posts, the company employ about sixty men,
nearly one-half of which are Indians, who are
used almost exclusively in fishing. '

from the manufacture of oil, caring fish,
elc., the company is largely engaged in trad-
ing in furs with the Indians, and whilst of coutse
Studying their own interest, they by no means
loose sight of the welfare of the Indians, having
been almost solely instrumental in preventing the
introduction and manufacture  of intoxicating
liquors; and in no way can the Indians best intes-

elc.,

the liquor traffic,

Tourists express their universal admiration of
Davidson's views of scenery and public buildings
of the Pacific Northwest. Gallery, southwest
corner of First and Yambill streets, d, On,

For the best of all and
l‘&i.), m: m‘.g“

sizes, po to 0
m‘»‘i...u'

than by shutting down on




