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from becoming ragin

g torrents in winter
to overflow the valleys. The valuable

timber may all be removed us commerce
needs it, withowt des rovit

Yiug the yuling
growth by destructive fires, the pre-
\'cnlinn of which is demanded by every
consideration of prudence, economy,
and climate; and the thoughtful citizens
of Marion county should take a leading
part in securing legislative action to
protect the timber wealth of the county,

The mineral resources of the courty
tre as yet wholly undeveloped, untouch-
ed, unexplored and barely known to
exist. - Gold, silver, lead, coal and lime-
stone, have heen found in the Cascade
range within the county, and some at-
tempts have been made to discover the
extent of these mineral deposits; but so
far with indiflerent success, The finest
specimens of gold and silver bearing
rock which we have ever seen, were
taken from a vein of yuartz on the
North Suntiom river, But a large out.
lay of capital is necessary here, as in all
other mineral regions, to explore these
mines hy proper shaft and tunnels, to
lny bare their concealed wealth, That
this will be done when the mining bu-
siness becomes more settled and freed
from the disturbing elements of gamb-
ling speculation, and interest on money
depreciates to the standurd of older
countries, we have no doubl,

The soilsof this county produce finely
all the cereals and vegetables cultivated
in this region; wheat, oats, flax, barley,
rye, buckwheat, potatoes, turnips, beets,
peas, pumpking, &e.  Fruits flourish in
all parts of the county, but especially in
the oak hills region south of Salem,
and in the Waldo hills. The soilsin the
prairie are a rich loam, while in these
rolling hill regions, they show a larger
per centage of mineral properties. The
suil in the timber belts resembles more
the soils of the uplands, than it does that
of the prairies in close proximity ; clearly
<howing that the forests have not been
so productive of dwmus or vegetable
watter, deposited in the soil, s the
grass covered prairies, _

A splendid exhibition of the capacity
of Marion county soil, may be seen ot
the seed store of Mr. Dickinson, near
Salem, where all vaneties of garden
seeds are produced in great quantities
and of the finest quality, to susply the
demands of the State, A viut 1o these
gardens, or 1o the capacious storehouse
in Salem, will richly repay all perons
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interested in such matters; and the con.
scientions eare manifested by the pro-
prictor, in coltivating only the best, and

seed commends his goods to the pat-
ronage of all,

There is considerable alluvial bottom
landin the county along the Willamette,
Santiam and Pudding rivers, This land
is & very rich, warm, sandy loam, sl
produces immense crops of potatoes,
carrots, beets, and in fact everything
the farmer cultivates, It is also utilized
at some points for hop yards, and pros
duces this crop to great profit. We
know of one man near Silverton who
purchased a picce of such land on Silver
ereek, going in debt for his whole out-
fit, land, hop roots, and everything ; but,
hy hard work and attention to his hop
yard, cleared enough on his hop crop
in three years to pay lor everything in
full; and put him out of debt, with a
fine home and independent lor life,

Marion county is amply supplied with
that prime necessity to the highest de-
velopment of agriculture and the me-
chanic arts,—a  general  diffusion of
springs and streams of water, The
mountain streams coursing through the
counly in various directions, furnish
convenient supplies of water for farm
and domestic uses, snd also economicnl
power for saw mills, fouring mills fur.
niture lactories, ete. The water power
developed from the Santiam and Mill
creck, sl used at Stayton, Aumaville,
Turmer and Salem, has been worth
more (o Marion county than a million
dollars in money donated to her people,
It has employed great numbers of peo
ple for years, in thesaw mills and flour.
ing mills it has operated, and in the ol
woolen factory, besides furnishing o
home market for whoat, wool and tim-
ber.  And the value of this water power
has just commenced to be felt.  Astime
rolls on, one factory, and one mill after
another, will be set in motion by this
tireless inexpemsive power of gravita.
thon, rabser] i fugy and vapors to the
mountalon and sent down in the snows,
raine and crystal streams, to the busy
wheels in the valley, until thousands of
people and millions of money will find
employment by this agency, At Sil.
verton, also, there is another valuable
water-power which wa the original
means of starting @ towa st that point,
; and indirectly building up & prosperom
I place, And when we go back into the

Cascades, we  find millions of hore.
powers awniting the hand of enterprise
to turn the water upon some overshot or

saving and puttiog up only perfected | turbine, and commence the manutacture

of lumber, furniture, ete. All this is
wealth to Marion county.

GRAZING AND DAIRYING,

Girazing cattle for beef is not now o
extonsively earried on in this county
ms formerly, yet, Messrs. Coolidge &
MeLane, of S{lverton, and others have
many large herds, Grain flelds have
ton great extent taken the place of pas.
ture fields,  While all the farmers raise
more or loss stock, having an oconsional
beet and some bacon for sale, yet the
stock business is not now what it was
away back in the fifies, Sheep, also,
for both wool and mutton, are raised to
profit in all parts of the county; while
many flocks, notably those of Messrs,
John Minto, T, L. Davidson, and others,
have become colebrated all over the
Northwest for the purity of thelr
blood and the fineness of their Neece,

Butter and cheese of the best quality
in lmrgely produced in several parts ol
the the county, but principally in the
Waldo hills region and the oak hill
country south of Salem, The dairies
and cheeso factories of Mesars, Ankeny,
Cranston, and Calvin Geer, hiave secur-
od a wide reputation for the excellonce
of their products,  The fleld for dairy
and cheese makiog in this conaty w an
inviting one,  Cheap lands can be had
in the foothills, where, by slaahing off
the light fir brush and sowing gras
sced on the ashes of the burn, a rich
and permment crop of pasturage b
emily secured, with ample supplies of
hay for winter use. In the same way,
and on lands too rough for the plough
and reaping machine, but with rich soil,
pasturage ean boe choaply securel for
sheep husbundry, and just where the
sheep will have perfect health,

TOWNKE AND VILLAGES,

Marion county, like all new countries,
i blessed with a goadly number of these
centres of “groat expectationn,” Salem
the county seat aod eapital of the
State, s of course the central point in
all motters of trade and public interest-
Much of its interest is well shown in the
illustrations of this article.

All the State institutions, except the
university, sndd agricultural college, are
located ot Salem, The Neate caphiol
and offices, penitentiary, insane asylum,

school for the deal mutes, and orphan




