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THE FUTURE OF PORTLAND.

Heary Villard, Esq., who, in his seven yean'
business connection with ghe people of Oregon,
has never as yet broken a single promise made o
_them, recently delivered the following nddress
belore the Portland Board of Trade:

GENTLEMEN OF TiR BoAxh or Trape: |
need not say that it is very gratifying to me to
meet the business men of Portland here 10-day,
The board of trade was kind enough, on & former
occasion, Lo express o me in more formal man.
ner the kind sentiments that obain in this com.
munity toward me and toward the enterprises
that 1 represent. Let me assure you that rlpfuti)
reciprocate your good I'l:clin*. 1 always had a
strong attachment to your city. From the time
of my first visit to this day I have always taken
E:ut pleasure in coming here, 1 regret that |

ve never had sufficient time as yet 1o become
acquainted with you all and to enjoy more the
beauties of your city,

With your permission | will refer briefly to the
history of what myself and the partics who have
been associated with me for many years in fur-
thering transportation enterprises among you
have so far accomplished. M vof you may re-
member the time of my first v.... to Portland, 1t
is a little over seven years ago. 1 could then
make only a very briel stay. Hut what 1 saw
then of the resources of this state fint originated
in me the ideas as to its gradual material develop-
ment, and these ideas I have had now an oppor-
tunity to see as accomplished facts,  You res
member that at that time great discredit had been
thrown upoen the only transpostation enterprise in
the form of a railroad in existence in this state,
that is, the Oregon and California railroad com-
pany, and, through that enterprive, upon the
state at large hymtie financial collapse of that
company. That collapse was a great misfortune
for your state. It set you back, as far as the in-
troduction of foreign capital was concerned, many

I felt it more than any of For, try.
ing to act upon the ideas that 1 had conceived fur
the material development of ﬁ' state, 1 foand
all but insurmountable prejudices created againat

ing identified with in consequence
of this original failure of the and Califor-
nia rilroad company.  Still, I would not permit
myself to be absolutely discouraged, 1 continued
my efforts as opportunity offered in Germany,
and subsequently in the eastern states, I fust
succeeded in furnishing you with iron steamers in
place of the superannuated hulks that formed at
that time the only means of communication be-
tween you and the outside world. Then | se-
cured the means for extending one of the two
railroads that I found in existence at that time in
the state, and finally 1 formed the combination of

the ald Ougm Steam Navigation company and
the Oregon Steamship company. This combina.
tion furnished the real basis for all we have been
able to do for the state in sarting new enterprises

and them an rapidly as any enterprises of
" liﬂ% have ever been pushed toward
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there will bein a short time.  Within three years | that sone need be expected in the future. We
from to-day you will find yourselves here in R:ﬂ must carry the products of the country out of the
land the focus, the center, the very heart, wo to | country, It b our interest as transportation coms
speak, of a local system of transpoitation lines, | pankes to do so, and it I the groatest benefit that

sppregeling lully a,000 mies of siandard-gauge | we can possiiny  coskor upen ie wlnie n‘{!@-
road, "Jh_ahm.l And not only that, bwt L
wi

that we should facilitate in every mlbh wiy the
Portla 1 be the Pacific terminus of a system | shipments of [ts products. If w cannot be
of railroads reaching from Chicago— 1 say Chi.

taken down the Columbia, let it go 1o Puget
cago—and Lake Superior through Minnesots, | Sound, thus kee maney in clreulation, and
Dakota, Montana, Washington territory and | lot those who are entitled 1o the proceeds of Ihele
Oreggon 1o the confines of your city [applatise]; a [ labos recelve them an quickly as ble, That
system representing a total mileage of over 6,000 | is the groumd | take.  [Applause,| T satisfied
miles. [ prlnnu. I say this 10 you with the [that it s within your power as me -
utmost positiveness, hecause | know we have the | chants 1o take possesslon of the trade at
capital to creale these two systema, local and >
transcontinental, and it is only & question of thine
and wise expenditure of money, Now, the ques.
tion has naturally ested el to me, dunl
my present stay, s this city of Portland prepares
for what is belore 7 Is it propared for this
enormous material dovelopment which is sure o
follow the creation of these systems of rallway,
local and transcontinental 7 Amd 1 say 1o you,
with the utmost frankness, that 1 do not think
the city is as fully prepared as it ought to be, In
the fint place, 1 tind amongst you a certaln petly
spirit in Joaking at the effect which the constroe
tion of this or that line may have vpon particulas
branches of business here-~upon ll!w. methods of
doing  business wpon this Pacific coast. 1 find
narrow-minded apprebension among some of you
that it would be Letter, at least in cortain direcs
tions, to continue the preseat bolation of Pogte
land, Now, | take the high and liroad 1{nml
that any transportation line, whether directly
conpecting Portland with any other porthon of
the country, or doing it merely Indirectly, which
will result in the development of the material re.
sources of this state and the adjolning terriony,

A we 1o do the next .
u llll the link hﬁ::::‘l'bﬂm I’;' e

mﬂ.lnﬂl. you will avail yourselves of the new fa-
ol

between Joading shipe at Portland snd at l'm
Sound s far as the particular advaninges 1o
shipping howses are converned, l'h'( can have
warehouses therr they can collect their wharfage
does as well there as hete, Ouwr mw
must be, an | slated, (o open s many ¢ of
traniportation as we can croate, and 1o let com-
merce ow ihrough them as freely as possible.
You may be interested (o know whal our peos
ramme of aperations is for the lmmediate fiture.
&pplmn.l I miean with reforence (o the con-

teiminal
facilities here amongst you, and In velation to the
other enterprises of -uﬂ fupuhla wy Interview
with your commitios the other day,  As
ment , we shall put I the connecting lin

cannot be anything but a great booo 1o all. Some | between here and Bound by having the line
of you have told me that it would be better for | from Portland to Kalases constructed, i possible,
Portland not 1o have a direct rallrond connection | within the pext twelve montha, o far

with Paget Sound.  Others have 1okl me that i
would hurt Portland 10 have a direct communica-
tion with San Francisco, Now, | sy this s a
very narow view (o take, You have here the
accumulated experience, knowledge of the ooun
try and eapital gained during the thiny yeans of
your existence as a town, You have an etor-
mous advantage over evéry other looality, on
Puget Sound or anywhere elie.  And it soems th
me that it woukd be the easlest thing in tho wold
to malntain your commercial supremscy hereafier
as you have maintainid it hitherto, notw ithstand.
ing the canstruction of any line that niny open ac.
com 16 other towns within this state or the ad-
joining territory, 1 have been making some wd.
dresses at different | Sound towns,  Perhaps
have read some of them, | took the grownd
them that it was ow dulz‘; l:l.In‘t!:”“lh
in the fint place to 1 ing

o

e imade, show that the line on the south bank of
the tiver Ia far peofernble 1o that on the novth
Lank, and the kiemer line will therefom be 0
ed, It s et settled whether it will enter
ity dimctly or be carvied acrom the river
Portland, and then 1o & connection with
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business we could and, in the second entire andd fredght traina
to put u:';hnlllynihr as practicable :!n the Mmd Nuvigetion
e as regards transportation rates and ‘s system of vosds in esitern Oregon and
facilities, far a3 my observation has gone, 1|W territory we expect sl (n complete
cannot see any reason why any Portland merchant | neat year, VYour newspapers have kept you well
should object to wheat belng shipped from :d-ulh“ulnhmnni "
wmwwmd-qw Nafice it 1o wy, Uherelore, (hat U will
mthuluuNL 0t b true, an e clalmed, Mm.-ﬂqndurpm
that wheat can be o from Puget | which alout 300 miles 4 -
Sound than down ihe L t i v meh | and of which 150 miles more will e in
mate in the pocket of the merchant who | within thiee o four mouthe-~the last
ships it K..,.E'ammmum the line from The Dalles to your city, and (he re-
Sound towns, they are rng-ndlna?h mainder will ba txken bn hand snd carvied thiough
the wheat shi &-. Thhnnmmmm. All the pur:
warehouses; they sursge facilithes of | chases of rails, lotomotives snd s
any description; nor have they capital 1o move :huh--h 1 will state in this con-
the wheat. You have all these nd and that wo expect 1o bl nest Lat wern
e o e T L e i e S B
s
do nl_sm Wiy W anel Navigaibns compmny and (he Noriharn

should not engage in the whest baisinen
by way of Paget Sousd. T\:u

way of avesting what | conskder & lmay.
l-:ydupt 10 Porthand, but what wome of you

Paifee oael commpany shipped 8 o the

weider s real one. e “'“&'"Jm,:'“*%h
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Take possession of Peget Sounmd towns, » :na- U“Oq-': =

other products of the country, Do your rumd material 1 i romes to
uws«-:hhl-h-lmr'w ﬂnuml-mrm- fan, of
down the river as o present.  There his loen | comrne snch & diflurence b & very Mam.
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