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clearly as | could have wished, While
trying to talk indifferently on other

s the door burst open, snd in
nmh('fharlcy, holding a printed notice

in his hand, and apparently intensely

amused at something or other.
“Well," said he, * you certainly are

a most wonderful fellow when you o

once get on horseback, Just listen to
this:

"NOTICE

U the individusl on & white hone, who last

, Mer lssuing from My, Ford's park gate,

aly leaped over the fence of the under

, and after prowling new the house, the

having been given, made his escape through

tUhe Bower-garden, doing damage to a l',rfr amount,

does not wish 10 lq,'mr in & case of justifiable

homicide, fet him in future keep on the high-rou,
and & decent distance from the residence of

Wittiam Treiawsey,

“Oh, Frank " exclaimed Annie, clasp-
ing her hands, “ what have you :lonvs"
“Done! why, who says it was 1"

“Not you!" said Charfey, “Did you
not sey you rode out yesterday evening
on & white horse 2"

“ldid"

“ Did you not say vou entered Ford's
park by the gate near the house "

“1 certainly said so0,”

“ Well, if you entered by that gate at
dusk, you must have also made your
exit by it, for all the others are locked
Al sunset invariably." :

“Yen," added Annie, and vou evi
dently did go near Trelawney's house,

our confusion when aslm'; about i,
I believe that there is more in this
escapade than appears on the surface,”

“Why, you surely don't doubt me "

W1 don't go quite so far as that, hut
the whole affair is an excessively strange
one, When asked where you were

erday evening, 1 remember you
tated .nsthou[ﬁlr\'in% todo violence
o your truthful principles " (this was
rﬂz.r too bad), “and tLuugh you did
apeak the truth, you did it reluctantly ”

At this moment the servant ushered
in a Mr. Morton, a lawyer of the town,
with whom | was acquainted. 1
stluted him, and wondered what could
have brought him away from his busi.
ness at such an unusual hour, 1 did not

remain in ignorance,

“While | congratulate you, Mr.
Charlton, upon the reputation you have
o suddenly acquired us an equesttian,
my plessure in doing so is somewhat
lemened by being engaged by Mr, Tre.
lawney to claim on his behall a consid.
erable sum of money s compensation
for the damage you, in your rather ec.
centric course, did last night to his
flower.garden—"

“ But—" interrupted 1.

“Listen to the end, if you please,”
said  the long-winded old lawyer.
“While my client is, on the one
determ to have recounse
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compromise, provided it be immetiia.tt‘.'."

u{ refuse to doany thing of the kind.
Let him prove that lywn the trespisser,
and the law will give him his rights;
bt T rather fancy he will find it diffienlt
to do that” oL

“ Not at all,” suid Morton; %and it is
for this reason that | advise your ac-
cepting his conditions. It appears that
the ulurgcnllcm:m. whose jealous guard-
innship of his daughter i*iltlﬂllh“_l-‘ﬁﬁ
known to you, wits going his evening
rounds when you leaped over the fence.
Startled at such an extraordinary ap-
mrition, he allowed you to approach the
[’u;use without giving the alarm. It was
too dark to recognize the face of the
rider, but he deseribed the animal to me
as all white. Knowing of only one
horse of the kind, I went with him to
Gardiner, to whom it belongs, to seek
information.”

“ Ah!" said I jubilant, secing a way
out of all my troubles; for, of course,
the stable-man would Anore that 1 was
not the man, “ And what did he hear
from Gardiner:"

“ Unfortunately Gardiner had been
out on the previous evening, and could
tell us nothing. The stable-boy, who
prepared the horse, described a gentle.
man of your size and genernl appear-
ance, rendering th e matter more positive
by deseribing the gray great-coat which
| knew you to possess.  On our return
through the ntz‘rlu we found your ride
of last night a topic of general conver-
sation,  Trelawney therefore pressed
me to call on you at once, [ did so,
and discovered that you had already
come here. [ then took the liberty of
asking your housekeeper to show me
your gray coat.  The old lady did so,
and I found it torn in two places, ap-
parently by brambles, and the skirts be-
spattered with mould.  After transact-
ing some business of importance [ came
here to see vou—-a liberty which [
know, madam, you wiil pardon " (this
to Annie—* 50 as to settle this disagree-
able affuir as soon as possible.,”  Here
was a pretty kettle of fish! Was I
dreaming? Had I been out for a ride
without knowing it? Of course it
struck me more than once to deny the
whole affair, and relate how I was onl
Joking when I said [ had been out rid.
ingibut I Lad been alone the whole
previous evening, | hadn't seen  or

oken to a soul. How to prove an
alibi’—for it was necessary with this

evidence against me, combined with m
own confession,

for meditation ; for
finished than An

I hadn't miuch time
no sooner had Morton
me rose and had her

y.

"\l\'ell. I think 1
conclusive ; in fact, vou hav
n:denial. I should advise y s
this claim at once, and in future to avoi
excursions, which believe me, d:v::
r_cﬂa:t 100 creditably upon your reputa.
tion.” with a toss of the head
an exit, and a bang of the door. p

: pted
advise you to settle
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¥ |transgressions and

he evidence is pretty |1

e
I saw only one way out of my diff.
culties; this was to pay the compensation
required by the abominable old Tre.
lawney, And, after allowing the ex.
citement which had been raised 4,
affair to subside, explain all the circums
stances, and show my friends that 1 had
been amusing myself (God save the
mark!) at their expense. 1 therefore
accompanied the lawyer to his office,
and paid into his hands what he con.
sidered a fair amount for the damage [
was supposed to have done. I own]
was puzzled. 1 certainly had wof been
out for a ride; but somebody had; some
dody must have used my coat; som
must have galloped over Trclnwm
garden—peraaps made love to L
daughter—and 1, miserable victim, paid
the damages. I returned home, wor-
ried to death. Here was the whole
town discussing my misdeeds—misdeeds
that I had confessed, that T had paid a
certain sum of money to hush up, and
which I was perfectly certain I had had
no hand in, How I cursed the moment
when I had determined to tell a lie}
Annie was right about the difficulties
surrounding a fib; however, as far as de.
tection was concerned, I was sufe enough
from that, but the consequences! Friend
after friend dropped in to hear the de-
tails of the affair, and 1 soon discovered
that the prevailing impression on the
public mind was, thut T had tried to

steal an interview with Trelawney's |

daughter!

Horrified at this slur upon my char-
acter, I hurried off to Gardiner’s, to try
and obtain some clew to the real culprit,
What was my disgust at being pres
sented with a bill for the use of a white
mare three and a half hours! Natwe
could bear this no longer, * My good
man,” said 1, as calmly as | could,“1
do assure you that it was not I who
rode your horse.”

“Sir!" said the stable-man, astounded,
“Not you? Why, the whole town is
ringing with it. “You are joking, Mr
Charlton. Why, surely you paid Mr.
Trelawney for the damage the home
did; and now you he a-going to refuse
payment for the horse, saying as how
it warn't you!
s0 truthful, too" (the deuce take the fel-
low!) ; “ you must be dmm::lk-" .

In truth I thought so myself ; either
that or mad. I paid the money—what
else could 1 do?—and then defermined
to walk out to the scene of my su
study the locality:
Being already steeped in falsehood, and
having paid the expenses of the ex
pedition, I thought I might as well carry
it with a hi himd,nnd so I wentto
ook around me and be

next ten days would doubtless shower
upon me.

I arrived about sunset, and com-
menced my observations. ’l‘uhgnlg
house wan situated exactly opposite o

park gate, some way back from the

Oh, Mr. Charlton, you

red to
answer all the questions wﬂ:rfﬁf the




