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TEA CULTURE

The subject of tea culture is one which
has of late received considerable atten-
tion in different parts of the United
States, and will be especially interesting
to Oregonians when it is once generally
known that the soil and climate of many
parts of this State and especially of
Douglas, Josephine, Jackson and parts

of Coos and Curry

counties, furnish

every requisite to successful tea culture,

We therefore devote considerable space

in this issue to show
the mffiner of grow.
ing and curing the
leaves of this much
used plant, and sin
trr(‘[)‘ hupt' that en-
terprising farmers in
the counties named
ns well as in other
portions of this state
will give the
plant & fair trial.
Seeds can he o
tuined free of charge
from the U, 8, Ag.
ricultural  Depart.
ment through our
representatives  al
Washington, In
China tea has been
used  for
thousamd  yeans;
England it was in
troduced as a bey
erage in 1661, Sinc
then m:nrly all the

tea

nyer ]

nations have become
addicted 1o i, Fuor
the year 1860 ihe
Pacific Coast im.
ports of tea from
China  and  Japan
were 180l
valued at § o0, 3600,
smice then the an
nual inerease in con-
sumption has been
simply immense,
For the year 1880
the imports were
23,079 524 s, val.
wed ot HOONS020,
and the total value
ol tea imports from
Jan,, 1860, to De.
cember, 1380, was
$64,085,206, Thes
ﬁgurrs lar so
spansely a settled
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one, and flourishes in Japan us far north
as 43° where in winter the ground is
frozen 6 inches deep for weeks in suc-
cession. In Java where extensive tea
vith & dJdoien |:mnu only. b.nucuo are etllbllll‘lﬂ:h it succeeds
knuun, tea culture other than for or- under entirely opposite conditions of
namental purposes, was first attempted tcmpera!ure In China it grows as well
in the United States by Dr. Junius in the most southern sections under a
Smith at Greenville, S. C,, the rcwllultwpiul sun where the thermometer re-
were excellent, but unfortunately the | mains for long p-erlodn at 100" Fah,, ns
death of the doctor brought expcnmcnlﬁ in higher latitudes, where snow and ice
to a close. The tea plant is, contrary | often cover its tender leaves. From
to a popular error, an extremely hardy ' this it will be lecﬁ that the plant adapts
itself to either heat
or cold.

The tea plant
bears a.strong re-
semblance to the

" myrtle; it has a
dense, highly orna.
mental foliage and
brings forth in the
spring #large num.
ber of beautiful
white slightly odor.
ous flowers, in ap-
pearance very much
like the camellia,
only not so attrac.

tive; the leaves are
alternate -on short,
thick channelled
foot stalks, and form
the valuable part of
the plant,

The best location
for & tea garden isa
fertile hillside with
a southern expos-
ure, such us are to
be especially found
in the Yoncalla val-
ley. A rich sandy
loum in the vicinity
of somme small creek
il the land is not
subject to overflow
will also make a fine
tea garden. Seeds
should be planted
in a hotbed or cold-
frame about Decem-
ber, and in early
spring plants will be
ready to set out,
Before planting, the
lad should be
deeply plowed and
thoroughly pul-
verized by repeated
harrowing and
checked off into
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| section as the Pacific Const are ce rlamly
ns astonishing as they are true, and offer
every inducement to give tea culture a
lml even if a start has to he made
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IMPLEMENTS USED IN TPA CURING,




