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THE WEST SHORE.

July, 188,

OAKLAND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

Tho greatest enginearing work now being
done on this cosst by the Governmont ia the
tmprovement of Oskland hasbor. Wo gave &
short Hme sinoce & report of progress on the
work, The method of placing the rook, which
we then desoribed, in still being carried on.
The training walls are fast assaming respeotable
proportlons, and it will not now be very long
before the whole tide flow of the harbor will be
oonfloed between the walle, The inner end of
the morth wall has beon faced up, and both
barges are now daily unloaded on the
vorth wall.  The rock ssema exoeptionally
in oharnoter, though, for the price st whiok the
n::lut " hhn.h:t n:d:lm.;a::d:;ur:o whaere
" is o »
on m'mz . and, though the mﬂ“
to b in s chronio state of bhreak-down, it doos
good work, when st work, Ab present the
material ia oarried out on barges and dumped
in the bay. We hear, howover, that arrange
being made to deposit some of it on
the adjaost shora,  For this the contractor re-
owives & highor price, The point where it is to
bo deposited will be on the O, P, IL K. Co's
land, of the freight slips.

The Gavernment engineers have now in pros-
part of work on this harbor
uru“t, which s an important one, and

t ashore where it will im.
their This remains to bo seen,
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be in place s it now lies.
'l'hd*ﬂuﬁt-:lb-

in the way of borme or leves m
l:.a- ‘.dht‘hd
o the The place of deposit must, how.

: |
iz

aver, bo ved, The pointa of mamh land
that make out from the two shores below Six.
teonth avenue are not admissible as places of
deposit.  The rate of excavation required is not
leas than 350 000 onbio vards per month, Tt
may be as much in excess as the contractor may
chooss 1o excavate.

Bouds to the extest of $30,000 will be re-
quired at the signing of the contract from two
sureties, ench (ualifying in this smount,

The work mil be supervised by an inspector,
whose decision on any controverted points,
when confirmed by the engineers, shall be tinal,
aud binding ov all partien. Payments will be
mude m:mlftl y by checks on Assistant Tressurer
United Statea to the amount of 907 of the
work done, 107 being retained until the com-

§ood | pletion and acoeptance of the work,

When this work is completed it will leave a
Inrgo tidal basin at the upper end of the harbor,
whare many vessels can lio secarely in the win.
ter montha. It in not aafe for them to liein the

n bay, sod Mimion bay, once a favorite

is now ahut off by the bridge, the piling

and the filling in, Coasters have, therelors, Lo

to Antioch or Oakland.  The new basin will

doubbless be a very useful one, — Sclentific
Pres,

TASTE AND ODOR OF MINERALS,

In their sction upon the senses a few miner-
als possoes taste aod others under some ciroum.
slances give off odor, Taste bolopgs only to
soluble minerals, The different kinds of taste
adopted for relerence aro as follows:

I, Astringent; the taste of vitriol,

L Sweetish astringent; taste of alum,

i Saline; taste of common salt,

4 Albaline; tanto of soda,

0. Cooling; taste of saltpoter,

0, Hitter; taate of opsom nalts.

7. Sowr; taste of sulphurio scid,

Excupling a few guscous and solubls spocies,
mm-rle in the dry unchanged state do not
give off odor. By friction, moistening with
the breath, and the elimination of some volatile

“ | ingredient by heat of soids, odors are sometimes

obtained which are thus designated,

| Alliaceos, the odor of garlic. Friction of
arsenilcal iron elicita thin odor; it may also be
obtained from arsenical compounds, by means
of heat.

2 Horse radish odor, the odor of dooayin
borse-radish, This odor is strongly pmmn!
whan the ores of seleniam are heated,

3. Swiphureous, friction elicita this odor from

* | pynite and heat from many sulphides,

A, Buwminous, the odor of bitumen.
b, Fetid, the odor of mulphuretied hydrogen

or robten eggs, It in elicited by friotion from | road

Tha feel is & character which is coossionall
dulnm:hh-ﬁhhmi
(soplolite), greasy (tale), Aarsh or moager, ete,
Home minerals, lleunooqumu:f their hygro.
soopio oharacter, adAere fo tongwe, when
brought in contact with it. ]

Mius, Srres —Section 2 of the sot of Con.
gress approved January 22, 1880, entitled *'an

4

Balt Lake the reply in as given
the Commissioner (ieneral
E:a:lﬂl-hlh M:(dhﬂn jour

INDUSTRIAL

There has been no time since the exactions of
the Iate war when good workmen were in wuoh
demaud throughont the country as al present,
and the business outlook in almost ovlﬁ.m
of industry is most en.mnsi.lﬁmm large
present demand for shop outfits good
evidenoe of the general y of our manu.
facturing interests. O in that line dari
the past year have been received from almost
every quarter of the globe. Maxico,
and even England have recognized the fact
our mechanica excel in machine tool work
sending orders for the same,

Woot WORKING MACIUINERY s in
mand, and some of the manufscturers of
class of machinery are “‘crowded and
whelmed with orders.”

Tug Farnnaxk's Bcave Wonks of Sg, J
bury, Vi, are said to be melting 30 tons
iron por day, and are still far behind
orders. Since 1880 came in they have “ﬁ:

-S’EE 2

¥ oige

fa

3!« one railroad track scale for each wor
ay.

Corren Probvors. —The close of the year
1580 showed that the copper minea of l.’ah
Superior, sinoe their commencement, have
duced 300,000 tons of ingot copper, valued at
over §140,000,000,

Exvonrs, —During the past five years the ex.
coss of exports in the United States over importa,
ted §900,000,000, Oar imports from
foreign countries bave fallen in five years from
$1,450,000,000 to §1,425,000,000, while our ex.
&omw (ireat Britain inoroased from §340,000,-

K live years ago to $455,000,000 last year.

Tux Missssierr River Trape,—The geo-
graphioal !mitiou of New Orleans in hglnnlﬂ
to sssert itaoll. It is now the second port
export in the country, Some idea of the growth
of the grain movement from Bt Louis to the
»oa at Now Otleaus in barges, may be
gained from the fact that from January Ist to

Octoher 16th, of last the shi ta were
13,914,000 bushels, umnlt s.lus,m bushels
ow Or.

for the correspoudi of the

ear. For April th:' m‘:porh of

eana exceadod §11,000,000, the exports of Bos-

ton for that month being about $6,000,000,

Ilhi:u Nnh;ﬂlo"dmcr{alan thi halthu ﬂlll mlﬂ:!
asippi valley will eventuoal ta im-

mense trade inInyNaw Orloana, i

I';“I!um.nm AND AMERICAN Ratnway Cans—
papers are beginning to » more gen-
orally in favor of l::'.tn:'m ll::hkm of 5
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