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THE WIDOW'S PICNIC.

- ;u:nth_oduhhpn of contributiog

In one of the many nest but bumble dwell-
ings which enoirels the thriving town of M —,
vitaated on the Vne of the Romthern Pacific
Railioad, dwelt the Widow Harty, sod bor two
boys and dwe ghrle  The departed spouss,
Denula Warty, bad joined oo of the heneficent
Orders of the dey, sl bind left bis widow with
s anng sutn of woney seflicient Lo kuep the
olive branches from raggedness and hunger,
Her constant sare was bo regulate ber little
household and train them up I the way they
shoudd go.  Bhe never luiled 1o regrot the loss
of Dennis, sod cherishod his memory with dus

Mo was & woman who bal &

“ihwory’ (st thare was ouly one good husbhand
for & womung i ahis drew & pries the first Lime,
she would likely get & blank in further ven.
turen, aod wive worss,  Bbo lived an sany going,
industrious lile siuoe her widowhood began,
which was sotne twe years Khe seamed
in the quiet streas of hor

widowhood until became mother-in law 1o
somebody, witheut » v on the tide.  Duy

Ahin was nit Lo b, for ol Lar
:h‘bn\wto- 'Ihu-::d hru?.
Ier troulides

| wen a countryman of hers who bad a
Mmmu--ll- up Dry eroek. One day,
pdany with bis enrt on hin way 1o the
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I will be auch &
andd abe oot nted

Larry dida'y oare for
she was along, aod the

oume ia soft and balmy; o
woving up Lhe valley, in-
wibilarnling. 1t was what wae
waxl orvgm waved with the
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of abundason, and wverybady folt s

wow Wit the tme for on)ogment. The

b ok boow (dle miooe the day of the

and thore was 4 fisg IUL-‘
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| Wime the pig otroled mound near
o | womid nuLa by

covered with & nice tablecloth, and was placed
farwaid o ';isu;:-l. TL;'I, *;I; t;:"":":;
sated awa rear and wi

Leside hiu.’m a fino buggy robe bo had bor-
powed for the peession from a friendly hostler in
the town, Larry started in good stylo for the
grove, They arrived io due time for the exer
cloes provided for the day. By the timu noon
canie, everybody was ready for the ealing part
of the programme.

The ‘-uht wan placed againat & tree and the
anowy cloth apread under ite branches. The
cakon, ples, custards, tarilets, ale, wero soai-
tered pienio fashion, The widow sat nt-;mlta
to Larry, with the chiliren right and luft
Everything was Jovely. As Larry glanoed over
the feast spread by the widow's hand Defore
him, be mentally vowed 1o engage hor for life,
il pomsible, on the way home. o widow took
up & deep custand, and was in the sct of passing
it to him when & pig, which had foond entrnce
to Wie grounds, thought be woulil prospect the
laslet at the foot of the tree.  Ha got his fore
foet into the banket ; he became alitmwld in the
rear, snd undertook o pass on through the bas-
kot instesd of backing out, and the rosultof his
fright was that he got the basket upon his back,
with the handle frmly around his body like the
cineh of & saddle, With & fearful squenl, he
mado & break steaight aboad, overturued the
first young oom he care across, dashed between
the widow and Larry jost in time to lisg the
enttents of the custard over his head and
shotdders, Tt filled his eyon and hair instead of
hin month sad stomach, and converted & oy ful
shirt bosom and collar loto & picture of fisery,

The plg coutinned on hin course, rmlunﬁ a
wieek of wvery hime oitels he entered and de:
moralising the whale institution, He was per.
feotly orazy with faar, stood up on his hind legs,
thets on his fore, like & Uslifornia bronchoy tried
to roll over, and then Lo shake off the horrible
thln&‘m his back ; tried to rub it off againat
saything or anybody he could wee, meanwhile
keoping up the most frightful and piteous
suoals evor beard,  He was ihe Livelieat thin
that ever dropped in st & picnic.  What with
the pig and the sereama of laughter from these
who mocsaded in getting upon the wagons and
the (unce, and the shrieks of the women and
ohildren aa be raged amoug them and over the
dishen, there was ho timo for manners, much
losa courting.  As soon sa Larry could get
lmgh of the custard out of his eyon W w0
which way to zo, be made for the femce. The
;uin- Bl junt Lime bo jork two ol the youn,

8o & wagon ax the pig sgain eame around, when
she made & bold daah for her basket.  The pig
wanted aho should bave it, but olered it insnch
haste that she sat down quicker than sho ever
did befors in her life. Then she climbed into

inded | the wagon with ber hat under hor arm.

She sereamed over to Larry to get the basket,
bat somebow Larry couldn's hear her, loast-
ways he told her so oo her way home, Kvery

O, hask ol
m, O, my ot, my besutiful
bashet.”  The pig finally found lh-:a he came
in st and away he went down the road with the
beantiful basket on the top of his back for-
ever.

In wpite of the terror and destrustion created,
I8 waa voted that the fun and excitement was
worth it all; mobody was seriously hurt and
thers was yo! plenty to sal.  Everybody was
i high glee except the widow; she was cross
the lows of her basket for which she had paid
§200 was oo trifle,  The feast ahe bad spread
with so much pride waa no longer » thing of
beatily or & joy to the soul, asd not the leaat of

She wea ver
ool Lo bim for mome time aod folt herself

griaeved. lat whe can sulk long nrhomnusl
A poonic among & tribe of young folks bent on
Tun sud frolic' By the Lime breaking up came
she had recovered her winal good

rot pleasu s plonio, that gl
fosnin mmur.munmd domestic
battery to bring w0 business, 1t was|pl

her socrows was the seliinh mcape of Liaery to |

the femee, leaving ber %o look out for herse
!h'lh-nl!- boet obe veald. ko .

and she were sgain on loving terma.
'Ilmmtinl of the feast, dishon, ete., were
stowed away under the seat and the table cloth
aced over them, This waa the only recourse,
ax the basket was gone and there was no box to
be hadd. They jogeed slong comfortable-like
towards home, Ihe widow was in tine spirits,
wsidl nothing was wo bad but it might be worse,
and the.\'ng_ld had & splendid time anyhow,
Larry's spirit ruse with the oooasion and he
thoughit it was now or never, He anked the
widow for har haod asd offered to divide all
his worldly possessionn with her in exchange—
singivg!
“1ve budlt e & ml.; Il'.lfl :::.':md,
e p il petalines In
M!il T!:‘ :-:rn:n"m:hl pounds in the bank, darling,
And 1t may b s pound or two more.

The momory of the departed spouse came
sulddenly to her, as 1o doubt it comes to all
widows upder such cireumatances, and she
itated.  The memory of all the lo kindnos
of Dennis rushed ke s flood inte uhﬁ
that loving care and forethought too, which
kopt the ating of poverty distreas from her
widowhood, and her tongue refused to utter
the ready affirmative that waa in her heart,

“It was so sudden,” she said, She hadn's
dreamed of nuch a thing, 8he thought all along
it wan tho children he was so fond of; she
wanted & little time to conider, W he
oall Sundsy week for an snswer. Yes, ho
would @all every day of the week for the mat.
ter of that, But little more was said, as oach
kopt up & busy thinking till they arrived at the

ALY,

» “Hoald the lines, Mrs, Harty, while 1 tend
to the children; I'll have yo all out in the
twinkle of an oye," larry; and he did sure
enongh. She took the linew, and he lw:’ o
the ground.  The bolt which kept the of
the cart in position had, unbuknown to him,
worked out, snd as bo jumped off, the equilib-
rium was destroyed, with tbe balance of power
with the children at the tail of the cart. As
soo a4 e reached the ground the rest were
dumped like & load of rubbish in front

of the
u.'l'i.l’l. il I h tion i
‘e widow rosumed her proper in
the world ss soon as possible. \\'hml.lcnd of
her struck fieat sho nover knew; that she made
ono revolution she was cortain. Her oar was
full of molasses and her bair of gravy, and ber
hat was jammed down over her eyes the
rim between her tocth. As for the
they looked sa though they wouldn't to
mak for proserves for & moath, if allowed to lick
themuolves clean,

Mrs, Harty was mad as & hornet. This sec.
ol oatastrophe was too much for her love, and
it went out like s mateh. “Is this the to
briog & lady home, you villlan? If I ca E
within my door I'll have ye out in the twin
of an eye!" and aho shook her fist st him, The
cart, relieved of ita load, m:ud up with & bang
whioh set the old horse king about
and he started off at & rate w presu
that the result of his mental in wa,
that he thought it waa late, Poor
s besseching look st the widow, and an
one alter hix rapidly di vehicle,
looked w0 ferocions and warlike that he q
l{;v:lndilhlthlmklﬂu the cart and
AiRe,

The widow atood as though
minites; bub & string of teams
waure coming rapidly up the road, snd
wo fur her and ber family in such
rnm I;;“.:m the debris into
cloth, ored u four and
ing the young J- ahead nlwh-:‘lh
the wreck throngh the ’lh. into the house,
closed the door behind her, Here, shub
from the rude world, she lot her
bave fall sway, and woman's best friend in
bienes came 1o hor relief, and ab:
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¥ | abundance, Such a day she had mqﬂ

enced in all hor life, 1t soemed & month
morning.  What a day it had been !




