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mas of the language and ascertains the
fundamental sounds. Then he devises
& written symbol for each of those
nounds. Thus he has a perfectly log-
ical and natural fonic alfabet. Asa
matter of fact mast alfabets hav been
formed in essentinlly that way. The
English was an exception. By con-
sidering for a moment the history of
our language, we shall sce the reason
of its imperfection and viciousness.
When the Latin missionaries went to
England during the times of the erly
Saxon kings, of the 8th and gth cen-
turies, they employed the Latin letters
for the yet unwritten Saxon sounds,
Some of these Latin letters made a
very imperfect fit to begin with. Some
did not cover and some overlapped the
Saxon sounds to which they wer ap-
plied. Henc the English alfabet was
a lop-sided affair to begin with, Never-
theles it hobbled along for some cen-
turies, constantly needing a new alfabet
and constantly departing farthur from
it. “Then came the Norman conquest
in 1066, and it became confusion wors
confounded.
-The burdened stomach of the lan.
guage, struggling with Saxon ignor.
ance, was called upon to assimilate a

| mas_of verbal cookery from France.

Many Latin and Greek words wer
added; the English became a fortuitous
concurrence of Saxon, French, Latin,

. and Greek, It was spelled by the laws
" of permutation and accident.

. Many of the Saxon gutterals they
tried to represent by the letters gh, but
the refined French tongue dropped the
gutteral, and those letters became silent
and hav remained so ever since. Fur-
thurmore, many woids really of Saxon
arigin, wer supposed by the imperfect
scholarship of the time to be from the
Latin, and wer spelled 5o as to indicate
that supposed fact even in violation of
the sound. Such words as island, Irom
Saxon iland, but thoughtto be from the
Latin /aswla and therefore having the
unnecessary s; rhyme, really from Saxon
riman not from the Greek, illustrate
these false denvations and consequent

. false spellings. There ar multitudes of

pimilar cases. Then, after al those
Blunders and contradictions, the spelling
has been changing at random and by
nccident ever since. Thousands of
thanges hav occurred since the time of

Bhakspere,
In btief, out langusge has naver had

any system of spelling. It has been
simply one grand hodge-podge of ortho.
grafical accidents. I now any editor
of a daily newspaper or of anything
els i disposed to advocate the excel-
lenc of such a libel on spelling, he is
welcome to the heroic effort,

What, then, is to be done? Our
present system must be obliterated and
afonic system introduct,  Our language
has forty fundumental sounds, [tshould
hav forty letters; fifteen vowels, fifteen
sub-vowels, and ten aspirates, Two of
our present alfabet, C and X, would he
dropped. Al silent letters would be
dropped. We would hav no more
double letters, as th or ph, to represent
simple sounds.

The sound of k, for instance, would
be alwnys represented by the letter k,
not by ch or que or ck or ¢ or some
other absurd and accidental combination,

We may say without dogmatism that
there is no use in reasoning with any
one who would deny that such an ideal
alfabet would be infinitly preferable to
the present.  But the next guestion, of
vast importance, too, is this: is such a
change nx the adoption of that altabet
would involve, practicable? Would it
not be better to submit to the acknowl-
edged evils of our present method than
to throw the whole literary world into
confusion by changing?

Would the future saving counterbal.
ance the present waste?  Here lies the
practical bearing of the question, We
answer, the adoption of a new system
must be gradual,

The leaders of this movement realize
this fact and their cantion must reassure
all frightened conservative, The Spell
ing Reform Awmociation has advanced,

as an entering wedge, the following five
rules, (a) omit & from the digrafl ca when
pronounct like ¢ short, as in Aead . (h)
omit silent ¢ after a short vowel, as in
Aave ; (€) write { instead of pA - (d) when
a word ends with a double letter, omit
the last; () change final-ed to 1 when it
has the sound of t, as in wished,

The American Philological Associa-
tion has made essentinlly similar rules
and has publisht the following words
ax illustrating their rules, viz.: ar, hav,
liv, gard, catalog, tho, thru, giv, infinit,
definit, and wisht,

That Association is under the control
of such men ms Whitney, Margh,
Marsh, Child, and others of world. wide
fime 48 scholars, and the public may
depend on their seting with prodenc,
It wil, therefore, be seen that these
changes ar to mave s slowly thit ail

ean koep up.
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In conclusion, let us set before us the
main objections wreed hy nmmnu'uf
Spelling Reform. They may be re-
duct to thre: sty People who hav al-
redy nequired the old method will find
it hard to change.  We hav alredy an-
swered this in part by showing that the
changes wil be gradualj and the acquist-
tion of the new method we may ad,
wil be very easy. 1 hav demonstrated
in my school-room that any one of or-
dinary braing can mmrlelcl master a
fonic system in a week of honest toil,

and,” Muny of our words presery their
elymnlogicnlyhlnmry in their spelling;
wer that changed, their history wonld
lost, We answer this objection by sayin
that of only a very few words is th
true; that the pm{JI, for whom tha lan-
guage should exist, would never trace
ctymological history anyway; and that
scholars must hav n greal deal more than
the spelling in order tostudy etymology.
It in the height of absunlity to drag the
corpses of ded letters around with liv.
ing ones, in order that every body may
see when they died,  1F nscholar wants
to be familiar with the demise of ancient
words and letters, let him study the old
books and manuseripts,

The thind uhjcclrun is one of real
magnitude, to wity the old libraries,
worth millions, will become unintel.
ligible to those who ar familiar with
the new system only, NPlﬂllMll‘ld-
ing its weight this objection is some.
thing like saying that it would not
Wy to cure & cripple because then

Is erutches would be waste property.

It is to be observed, however, that a
fonic system  would differ from the

resent but little more than /7 differs
rom the spolling of Chaveer and
W ycliffie, and most any one ¢an, by
Iitt{« pains, read those suthors. Fur-
thurmore, books wil be uﬂl{‘:wo-lhlrdi
as large and expensive when printed
by the new method as now.

We may reduce the advantages of
the proposed chinge to five: s, A
Chill; or forcigner could lern the lan-
unge in o fraction of the fime noto ve-
guireds,  andy Our Ructuating pronunci-
ation would be fixed hy having given
symbols always correspond to given
sounds, grd, Any given amount of
matter could be printed on two-thinds
of the present space.  ythy The mastery
and constant employment of a sempible gys:
tem of spelling would giv to children at the
awtsel of study a habit of logical thewght
which wonld be of inca ralue b
their subsequent mental growths  §th. The
years now squandered in ﬂl}llilii‘l .
sensles and arbitrary mas of  ver
forms would then be devoted to useful
sudy., A child would lern a fonic
systom in o few months, and from that
time the question of spelling would nevef
trouble him.  Sosoon as he should hear
a word he would knaw frofh the sound
what lutters shotdd compose W W
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