THE WEST SHORE

VOL. 7—No, 8. |*

Hammel, Publishor,
& Waalibngron 8,

WILLIAM STEEL.

We give on this page the picture of one of na-
ture's noblemen, WiLLIAM STREL, who was lom
onthe Clyde, at Riggar, Scotland, in 1809, 1lix
mother was & cousin of Rt, Hon, W, E. Gladstone,
the present Fremier of England.  When but nine
years of age Mr, Steel came with his parents to
America.  His first home on this side the Atlantio
was ot Winchester, Voo The family removed in
 few years 1o Ross county, Ohio. When Mr.
Steel was about 14 years of age, he went 1o live
with his uncle, John Gibson, at Bamesville in .
E. Ohio, where he remained until 1833, in which
year he was married. o the same year he sot-
tled in Woodsfield, Ohio, where he engaged in
the mercantile business. In
a short time he secured, and held
for years, a leading position in
trade, and became, for that day,
aman of large means, which,
added 10 his sterling qualities of
character, gave him great influ-
ence and power throughout the
entire south-eastern part of Ohio.
In 1844 he removed to Staffond,
in the same state. With the years
came financial disaster, By the
fuilure of friends for whow he
had endorsed, Mr, Steel saw the
fortune which he had spent a life-
time in  acewmulating, swept
away as ina night.  Afler his
failure, he again spent a short
time in Woodsheld, Ohio, in
Pittsburg, and then a few years
in Kansas, and finally removedd
to Oregon in 1873, where he
spent the sunset dayn of his earn-
est, honest life with his sons
Wegdnesduy, Jan, sth, at 6:30
o'clock 1, M., at the ripe age of
theee score and  eleven  years,
he exchanged this carth for
heaven,

It Is written of one of old-
time that he so lived that, ** be-
ing dead be yet speaketh.” So
lived William Steel. We do
well to listen to such *'voices
from the grave,”

What were the charcteristics
of his lile? He put

PRINCIFLE FIRST.
With a keen sense of justice, and a burning in.
dignation against wrong, however popular that
wrong might be, his whole life was given (o moral
reforms, Henjamin West saidl that his mother’s
kiss made him & painter. The tears of William
Steel's mother made him a reformer,  There lies
before the writer a little pencil shetch, from his
own hand, in which be says: ' | became an Ab-
olitionist when I was only nine years of age.

One beautiful Sabbath morming, a lsrge coffle-

of slaves, chained hand 1o hand, paved
E-h\ﬂqh'-;lhﬁwm were foroed 10
cury an American flag, while two wen drove

Portland, Oregon, February, 1881,

them, like so many beasts, through the street with

hedvy whips.  When my mother saw it she wept
very much, and those tears made me hate slavery
intensely from that moment,”

When the years of manhood came, this hatred
of slavery took a very practical form.  He was
otie of the plonecs uf lI\c anti-slavery agitation,
entering upon this his great life-work with intense
enrnestness, and with undaunted courage, periling
hin life, and property, and good name, illl:.lli
the trials, amd caves, and anxictivs of thiat wnequa
comtest, when with Lundy, Garrison, Phillips,
Lavejoy, amd a few other brave souls, the old
* Liberty Guand,™ fought the slave power single
handed.  William Steel soon beeame the necog:
nieal leader il master spieit of the Aballiton.
1oty in southecastern Chio, I 18q2, O/hiko passed

i daw makinggit a penal offense o ail or s
fugitive shives, thus anteqdating the Fugitive Shve

Law.

To disobey the law wak to face the peni

WILLIAM STEEL.

(tentiary: but William Steel openly definl the
law, clinging to principle even though it ImFl-
[illed his liberty,  He organised the famom ' Un.
| erground Kailway, ™ hecame its *‘Soperintendent”
{and * General Passenger Agent,” and aided hun-
| dreds of fogitives to gain their liberty, Some
slave-owners in Viggnla offered a8 rewnrd of
$5.000 for the arrest of William Steel on slave
soil, William Steel holdly answered—** that if
tkz would deposit hall that sam in an Ohie bank
| 1o his credit he would meet them at any place
:au:d in Virginla." The deposlt never was

gy '::‘. -h:tuvbwh a:;ndnll:d he trhs
ears lefore il came m
:‘.,‘:".a.."{: comenuent. downfall by fuoe of

lp-lll anil wteaily worker.

i g

atms of the great slave power.  When war came,
though his heart bled for desolate homes and for
his country, still he rejoiced.  He felt, with the
poel—
| k the wl ol th i
e I?T::ﬁ;"mm. m'l':? wh::eﬁn::'q-uta; l-.::'lu
are s ]
He hath loosed the Tuteful lightnings of his tersibly swify
AL
! Ui truth i marching on,"
Andd he never donbted the result of the war,  He

l.r:ew that principle must prevadl, because God
e

e,
fl?n fot 1o the negro alone, but 1o all the op-
pressed, his heart was open and his hand ready to
work, He was foremost in all moral reforms
Tomperance found o him an early, earnest, consivs
tent advocate and worker.  He was the frieml of
elducation, and gave 10§t thought, time  and
maney. The Chuih found in him & strong sups
Hut everywhere, in all
fields of active reformework, prine
ciple guided his nction,  ** Poliey "
was an unkoown word to Willlam
Steel, s was, alwo, &

LIFR OF STRICT INTEORITY,

No man living ever questioned
William Steel's honesty,  For years
an active politician, at one tiwe a
eandidate fur Congress, he was that
vavest of wll men, aw At palini.
daw, Mo told no Hew, stufled no
hallotsbones, packed no cadcnses,
bosight o votes, and never used
the grogeshop,  Aml yet he lved
o see | ity he helped vogan-
leg, swevp the country and hold the
relon of power for (wenty years, Tn
the very holtest (i the old
slavery contest, though he was al:
ways at the front, and was hated
most bitterly for hisenergy, activity,
and boklness, still, even his poliii-
cal enemibes honovel bim as a man,
never questioned his integrity, and
were qulck to do him s favor,

As in polities, so bm business |i'et

ing business man of his

county, sl the wealthiest, by the
failute of others he felt the ground
give way, and himsalf down
1o financial bankruptey. law
ave him hincomfontable ks
ut William Steel counted honer of
more worth than ot & home,
Taking his biave wife by the hane,
he went out from his home, in his
ol age, 1o begin the battle of life
luu,rnlhq but rich in the
shight of Gl

William Steel was

ATRUK CHRINTIAN,

S0 far s othens were concerad,
bis Christianity was summed up in
the Golden Rule. Bo fur ms his
own heart was conceined he rested finmly in
twa thoughis 1. Himeell o sloner; 2. Cheist »
Savir,  Two of David's Faalue—the §tut, that
wonderful penitential heart-throb, and the 10y,
that song of triumphant sssrance — were writlen
on his memory.  Men saw his Christiankty (n an
earnestness (hat took the form of desds and not
words | in an evenness and almence of spasme)
in & cheerfulniess, born of & living Gaith,

The rich, full sheaf was at last ripe.  God har.
vostes it -
The Wil
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