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the abiding weal of millions, it never
fuils to ultimately pay interest and
principal for whatenever subisidics miy
have been extended to ity and comypen-
sites a thousand fold the aceidental and
minorinconveniences itmay have caused
in such affairs as are merely of a local
character and appertaining only to in-
dividuals and not to communitics,

The man of broad and liberal views
sees in these great industrial confeder-
acies only somany instruments in the
hands of Omnipotence for carrying out
the great programme of human eleva-
tion and happiness, There is not a well
informed statesman, political economist
or ccelesiastic in the land who would
not subseribe to the principles here
enuncimted, well knowing that « Pro
tono publico,” should be the true shib-
boleth in these days of clectricity and
steam,

Many uncharitable things have been
sdid about the Pacific Division of the
Northern Pacific Railrond Company,
and yet that corporation is one of the
great commercial thews of the Pucific
Northwest, and it has done more to
promote the substantinl wellare of the
Puget Sonnd country and British Co.
lumbin than all the other transportation
lines inthe Territory.  The work now
being prosecuted by that company cast
of the mountains is destined to calmi.
nate in an achievement for Oregon and
Washington which will be second only
to what the discovery of gold achieved
for California and Nevada in 1849 and
'so.  All along the line of the road
now in process of building, the whole
country is literally undergoing a bus-
iness revolution § while an impotus has
been given to immigration never before
kunown in the annals of Idaho, Montuna,
Eastern Oregon and BEastern Washing-
Lon,

The rash tothe Skagit gold fields has
been as nothing compured with the tide
which has been sctting in, for more
than a year, to Yakima, Walla Walla
and Spokane counties and the adjoining
country. The former was, in the main,
a rush of penniless adventurers; the
latter, a rush of solid business men aml
well-to-do emigrants,

Nothing but the extension of the
Northern Pacific Railrosd has caused
this mighty uprising among the peo-
ple; and here we have a glimpse of the

efficacy and potency of great railroad

Thas, while it affects to minister to!

THE WEST SHORE,

corporations as modern civilizers anid
humanizers. A few years ago, it re-
quived two days of dreary stage travel.
g o ogo trom the head of Muget
Sound to the Columbia siver, The
regular fare was fifteen dollars, exelu.
sive of what was paitl for n night's
lodging and five mealy, making thé
total coust of a trip from Olympia to
Portland about twenty dollurs,  Now,
the journey s made in ten hours, ot o
total cost of seven dollars and seventy
five cents. Thus, it will be seen that,
through the agency of railrowds, old
things have passed nway and all things
hive become new.

Judging by the «®des now making
by the Northern Pacific Ruilvond Com.
pany east of the Carcndo Maountaing,
coupled with the facilivies offered Ly
the Oregon Kuilway and Naviga.
tion Company, the time will nat be
long  before we shall have a direct
steamer and railvoad route from Port
land to Chicago and thence to the At
lantie senbonrd, It will soon be an olids
fushioned thing for Puget Sounders and
Oregonians to go by steanmier to San
IPranciseo in order to rench the Kastern
States by an overland railway ronte,

We have thus endevored to answer
the nﬂ-rvIw:llwl question, “What has the
Norihern Pucific Roilrond Company
done, and what is it doing?* Aml we
trust that in another ssue, we muy he
enabled to give a similior showing rels
ative to the importance of other trans.
portation lines along this part of the
consty both railrond and steamship com.
panies, Al honor to these noble eor
Ilnlnﬁnlln.
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