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THE WEST SHORE,

THE IMPROVEMENT OF MERINO SHEEP,

The timo is approaching' when the wool-
grower's mind tarms naturally toward the in.
crease of his flock. The improved wool prices
have brought new life to the industry, and this
should furnish ground for adopting measures of
mprovemenk

Ve have it in mind to emphasize this point
by showing, both by illustration and text, the
gratifying results which have been attained by
oareful and persovering effort toward producing
a higher type of & wool-yielding animal. The
lesson which we would enforce could be well
loarned by anyone who would take the pains to
compare the ordinary 'r‘lh Merinoa of the
State with the thumu., ibred Merinos on our
leading sheep-breeding farms, and we hope all
who are interested in the subject will apply this
test for themselven But for mocurate data of
the steps in the development of the wool qual-
ities in the Merino, we oan best go to the
National sheoplold, of Rambouillet, whore for
nearly 100 years systematio affort for improve-
ment of sheop has been put forth under the
supervision of the French government. The
onterprise st Rambouillet was begun in 1786,
and the stock was procured from ten of the
best Spanish flocks, welected under the
authority of the King of Spain. The style of
ram which waa then secured in Spain is shown
in the engraving, Fig. 1. The engraving, as
also ita companion, Fig. 2, was mml:-.}mm trrnw-
ingn executed by the order of the Fronoh govern.
ment to cosble the gers of the sheaplold
to have muhnllr in mind the formn and char-
notoriatics gained In the successive steps of
their 'hmolllu]i. We reproduce them from the
Roport of the U, 8. Dopartment of Agrioulture.
Fig. 2 whows the style of ram attained in 1573,
lulﬁ. an one views the two ﬂﬂuﬂ?iﬂrl in eon-
traat, it is cloar that & most wonderful develop.
ment of wool-yielding surface has been secured.
Not only has the form bean well sxpanded, and
the length of wool increased, but the nearly
bare belly, legs and face of the old sheep has
been turned into productive territory in ita re-
mote offapring. Theso wre the chief traita in
the improvement of the Merino, whether gained
by tho French or by the bresders in our own
country, and added to them in the not less valu.
ahle triumph in the securing of a quality of wool
far superior to ancient styles. Much better
wool and muoch more of it: more pounds to the
sheep and more money to the pound-—these are
the practical results of Merino improvement,

The latest information concerning the achieve.
menta in sheep broeding at Rambouillet is pub
lished in the Bulletin of the National Asociation
of Wool Mamyfucturers, Boston, 1850. It wan
socured by W, J, Markham, President of the
New York State Wool Growers' Awmsociation,
who has just returned from s tour sround the
world and a visit to the famous flooks abroad.
Mer, Markbam obtained from the Direotor of the
National Frenoh Sheopfold an accurate state-
ment drawn from the well-preserved recorls of
the establishment. From thin we shall draw
pointa by which to messure the improvement
whioh may be seen at a glance in the sugravings
upon this page.

The weight of the rams in 1787, being of the
stylo shown in Fig. 1, was 50 to 65 kilogramas®,
with the wool on. The weight of the ewes at
that time was 30 to 40 kil ! iu. In IN'L:. 'I.h:
waight of the rama was 72 kilograma; that o
thuuﬂr—, B2 kilograma, HReducing o pounds
avoirdupois, it is seen that the rams had gained

Jo pounds, and the ewes about 3 pounds
in weight.

The fleeoe of the rama in 1787 weighed about
four kilograms; the owes three and one-hall
kilograma, In 1878, the rama’ flosces averaged
soven and ooe-ball kilograma; the ewes five
kilograms. Heduci aln mma‘h we find

meterst in longth; in 1578 it was 066.25 milli.
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moters, Heducing to inches, we find the rama' | Jowrnal of Commerce bs in favor of steam heat:

wool was 2.3 inohes long in 1757 and 2.7 inches

in 1578, Account was also taken of the undu.
lations or waves in tho fiber, In 1757, there
wore 15,95 undulations to the centimeter; in
1878, 15.73 in tho same length,

To Test Mk wor Warue —A l:errnaul

ing, and for these among many other reasons:
*“The cost of it, me compared with the present
so-called aystor, s insigniticant, being any.
where from one-twellth to onequarter, Vor
power, it has boen proved that it ecn furnish it
oo 4oy o L —any biiig up 0 30 o mihorme
~for what n man can mp'\.u own engineer and

Lt (T

chomiat furninhes & vory simple procedure for
toating the mmount of wator in milk, which can
be applied by snyons,  All that is required ia »
small quantity of gypanm (plastor of Paris), say
on ounce,  This i mixed with the milk to a
still paato, and then allowod to stand.  With &
milk of 1030 specific gravity, and a temporature
of 60" Fahr., it will harden tn 10 hours; if 26

RAMBOUILLET RAM OF 1747,

furninh hiv own foel for, and tio steam o always
ready, night or day.  The gas compauies, horse
radlroads, and the property owners—some of
theim - are slways found o be ready to light any
innovatiah on their 'righta)’ yet we presume the
people of Hoston, as well s of many other oition,
will sontier or later come 1o this colmon:sense
way of doing business, Haltimore ia alresdy

FiG, & HRAMBOUILLET RAM OF 1873,

of water is present already, in two boars; if
60, in ove sod & half howrs; sl with 761, in

for comparison. In
1767, the wool of the rams was 03,0 milli-

T I two und one-Afth pounds avolrdupols
tUne s 0098 nch

0 ! sk I milk which has boen
standing for 24 hours, and is of 100 specitie
gravity, sets in four hours; with 0 of walar,
in ono hour; and with 757, in 30 minoles,
Heat should not be jodd, s Ahen the use of
the thermometer

would be required.  This test | made their appeamsnce in the

in certainly very simple and not costly.

putting in these works, and sstinstos wid apeci.
fuations are made for two othar cities which we
are aware of, and wo hops seouar or lster o e
the conservative men of Hoston take the matier
up atd make & business of "
Tun vew breed of whales o have

ana Arw
largnr and tamer than the okl whales,




