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MAN'S PREHISTORIC PROGRESS,

The caves, tombs - gravel driftsa of the
earth, which are of all ohjoots the most unin.

torcating Lo Lo casual observer, have in our| &

days become strangely eloquent, At the touch
of wcience they have lent a voice to the dumb
past.  Raising the vail of antiquity, they have
uarolled page after E.gn of ancient history,
written neither with pon, wor pencil, but
stamped on the rude implements of war or the
chase, imprinted on the fow threads of decaying
timmuo that inwrap the crumbling skeleton, en.
graved on the biracelet of bronze or silver that
encircled the slender wrist of some prehistoric

beauty, or chased on the brooch of gald that |k

clasped the mantle of some renowned but for-
gotten chieftain,

So exaoct are the deductions to be drawn from
these muterevords of tho past that they have besn
divided into four well-defined ages—thedrift age,
the age of palishod stone, thenge of bronzeand the
agoof iron; ench of these marking an advance in
knowledge and eivilisation which amounted to
a revolution in the then existing manuers and
oustoms of the world. The drift

or paleo-
lithie period is marked by dmmiu of rude atone
implements ; to it suocesds the neolithie, or age

of polished stone, in which the same stone im-
ements wore in use, but of a superior olass,
ighly polished and well finished,

*‘I.w wandoring savage who lived by the chuse
and out up his prey with the rade, unpolished
flint koives of the paleolithio age was coeval
with many extinet snimals which then ranged
over the forests that in those early times quite
generally covered the earth. In the caves the
rudest oocapy the lowest strats ; showing that
even in that romote age man had the same ten.
dency to improve as now, Homo of the remains
of the ancient Nimrods have been found in caves
and sepulohral tamuli; and of all the living races
of men they resomble the Esquimaux most
clossly. With them are foand the remains of
such extinet animals as the cave bear, mammoth
aud woolly rhinoeeros,

The neolithic era marked the dawn of a new

and higher civilization. In many parts of Fog.
land, oollections of polished stome implements
have been found, such s stone axes and adees,
chineln, gouges, small saws, hammers, awls for
boring, stone picks for turning up the soil,
westlos, mortars, querns and spindle.-whorls
L'ndlu have also been found, whioh imply »
kuowledge of the art of sewing ; and vessels of
rule earthenware, which show that these old.
world folks could ply the potter’s eralt with a
conniderable degres of deftuess. They pos.
sessod the horse, a amall short-horned ox, two
kinds of swine, gosta and horned sheep, with
dogs of a large ll:ml Their dwellings seem
to have consisted of pita roofed with wattle
They were all built, or, rather, seooped out
upon one plan.  There was & cireular shaft for
an entrance, going down to a depth of from sevon
to eight feet, five to seven foot wide at the bot-
tom, and narrowing to three at the fop; and
round this was & chamber or cluster of nbunlluu.
In thess huts are found s variety of polished
stone implements, boues of the domestionted
snimals and shrods of pottery. The Hint of
which these stone im nts are mado was ob.
tained by quarrying fur the flint nodules in the
chalk. y of :g.l mines with the mining
tools still remain,

In some instances, caves seem to have been
ased an dwellings; and, where not em loyed ay
a shelter for the liduﬁ‘::u boon froquently
selected aa a resting for the dead. In
these cave mausoleuma, numerous skelotons of
both sexea and of all are found, From the

uantities of

found in some of
vos, it in belioved in the case of &
uman wicrifice

E

may have
From thonnnbudlh-i’nnhuui

are assigned to thin ers, many interesting dis
coveries have been made, ,Tlmn kinds of
wheat have beeu found; also two kinda of bar.
loy, two kinda o& millet, the romaine of fruit
such as applos mud pears, pess, llax dnd woods,
For their oattle and lwitu the lake dwellers
woein to have laid up winter fodder in the shape
of acorns and heechunts, They mado cloth of
the flay, and could even weave it into au orna-
mental pattern, .

However acquired, the possession of bronze
marks an era of advancement. The dwellin,
of the people who used it wero better, and their
circumitances wore comfortable than the
tribes they sucoeeded. They had axes and
siokles of brooze, gouges, chisels, hammers and
nives; and, as n natural consequen all
the products of their labor wore superior and bet.
tor finished, They could weave well a tuugh and
strong fabrie, and thelr olothes wore formed of
sovernl pieoes sewod togother, Their oloth is
almost invariably of linen—uo woolen sloth be.
longing to this period having been found either
in France or Switzerland; bat in & wooded col.
fin discovered in 1861 wt Ribe, in Jutland, the
romaing of a body wan found inclosed in & cloak
of coarse woolen oloth; a woolen cap covered
the head, the lower limbe wrappod in woolen
oggings. Another coffin eontained the
Hllol‘ﬂlnl of an ancient belle, a brooch, a knife, &

ouble:pointed awl, and & pair of tweesors—all
of bronze, two studs, one of bronge and one of
tin, and & javelin head of Hint, Bodies wrapped
in woolen aloth have also been found in Hrirl.iu.
It i, however, worthy of remark shat it is onl
in the exceptional casen in which the body is
turned fnto adipocere (an unotuous, waxy sub-
atance), that woolen cloth in fonnd; in normal
ciroumstancos that fabric would disappear far
more rapidly than linon,

The bronge remains found in the fthone val.
loy prove that the art of metal-working, ones
noquired, was oarried by these early races to
%rnu pnrfuction.' Thoy wore soquainted with
the procosses of casting, tempoering, stamping
aud rngu\'inu motal, \"ilh tgl':tllmmmy of &
new art oame & simultancous improvement in
the potter's oraft; the riade cups of the weo.
lithic age dissppoar, anid are suoceaded by ves.
wels of an endloss variety of form and ormamen.
tation, somo of which are extremaly boantiful,
Sowe of the vases are inlaid with tin, others are
marked with the same patteras employed to deo.
orate the Etruscan vases of Italy; while others,
found in the pile-dwellings of the Lake of Hour-

t, have ropresentations of men and asimals,
lFlhu colleotions of bronge jowalry are also abun.
dant und ocurloun, They conxist of bracelots,
armlots, long hairpinn with decorsted heads,
ringw, oar-rings, girdies adorned with pendants,
brooches, buttons, studs aud torques for the
neck,

In primeval times, many animals were abun.
dant all over Europe, which seemi gradually to
have disap I, such ma the cave-hyma, the
onvo.lion, Ll:n mammoth, the woolly-haired rhi-
noceros, the hi‘q stamun, the musk-ox, the
Irinh olk, the wild y the glutton, the rein.
deer, the auroch, and the uras or wild ox,

With to the sntiquity of man, Sir
John Lubbook comes to the conclusion that
man certainly oxisted in Western Eu dur-
ing the period of the mammoth, and e
sumption is that he also exinted in plivoene snd
aven in mioceno times; but the proofs of that
are to be sought, ho thinks, in warm, almost in
tropical climates.

the manners and customa ol modern

savagos much light may be thrown upon the
early condition of prekistoric man. After con.
sidering the condition and of the Hot-

tontots, South Sea lslanders, Kaquimasx and
others, Sir John Labbook remarks that, ** it is
impossible a«:’ to admire .:; gill with whioh

une wespons plomonts, their
m-it,hbnﬁqldﬂ&h‘.mdlhhdm
aod accurste powers of obwervation.” By all
Mquﬁhwwrﬁhhﬁu
to have been distingu in b least an equal

t in evident that man when ho first

over the surface of the earth mast have been in

79
a condition represented by the lowest of
savage, Then by alow by imi
and by the teaching of ox

of kn(,(ln and olothing himwelf, and of V.
ing his simple imploments, would develop and
expand, until man, physioally one of the weak-
ent and most un of all animals, would
by dint of that subtile foros which we term

mind, make himsell inthnmlcld and
atb last, "m:mnmh of all ho wur '*"::i able
%o copa in hin native coverta the whaggy

lion, and overtake in the chass the flect stag or
bounding antelope,

g TI?I' :' m.;‘i:l. ih‘lwlll bosa h:l:‘:r

mid, always snsplolous, on

aud the condition of e iy nﬁ.li
more erual,
boek, ““all the sfferings
alwo to bear his illhumoe and (1l Even
the possession of beauty, far from an al-
leviation, is only an sggravation of the evile of
hor lot, by securing for her & hard thralldom to
wany masters.”

With grawing civilisation, on tho other hand
come security and and that sonse
justive and honor whioh is beat
of the weak; and with the increasing and sme-
liorating influences of sclence, & fm
ment wmay still ba looked for in the condition of
our rave, Wo a 00, U
throahiold of a future, hter than eves the
brightest dreama of our pasty on the verge of &
Utopia long deomed impossible, when the moral
nature, unvitisted by an erring will, ah
longer fotter du-l'lr sonl to baso aims and
worthy ssapirations, but shall leave it te i

and native rogality of birthri
sction. Then to the human race,
vast maseen so ineffably degarded, n now
more .m.’ civilization may unlook bon
v g o gl i
onntaine of pure and un on -
Conclensed fﬂ'n!;n Chuambers Jui:fmf.
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Evrror or Praxm on rux Heavrw—~The
popular belief that plants kept in the house are
injarious to the inmates, s purely fanciful,
Under the influence of sunlight the leaves of
plants abworh oarbonioacid from the atmosphere
and decomposs it, ylalding back the life.sup-
porting oxygen, from which the inference might
bo justifled that they were rather wholesome
thao otherwise. On the other hand, it has heen
shown that when the lnfluence of Hght is with.

gases through leaky braps, are real apd
alluded to mmhhﬁhlmmﬂl!
indoed it be worthy to be considared ab all,—
Monufucturer and Bullder,

A Maawer Carants op Lirrino Tinss Toxs
Mr. C, Belly, of Indisnapolis, has lately made
sn 500-pound olectro-magnet. The two iron
oores are four inobes thick by 30 inghes long,
snd alide s yoke I8 hm
as to vary the of the
eofls sround the bwo cores d’w
of isolated No, 0 “.ﬂn.-llh
.b?:thmlhln E
mlhm hh%{
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