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A LUCKY FALL.

The Bonors, Cal., Independent aays; The most
singular manner of being struck with a fortune
in prospecting that we ever heard of ocourred
above Spring guloh on Bunday last. Mr. Snow,
Into ol Bau Fraucisoo, uow prospectivg lu Wil
viginity for other parties, was out on s quartz
hunt with Dr. Drake, of San Francisco, They
were roturning home, it being stormy, when
Bnow (who was riding  horso along tho trail)
wan J m by his companion, Bnow's
horse had alipped off ‘the bluff, and down he
wont st an sngle of 45°, horve, rider and rifle
(which he gﬂrglcd firmly in his hand), rolling
over and over in the xnow, until he brought up
agaiost & masa of stone standing out of the
anow, ita top coverod with moas, He was not
hurt as the ocald, soft cushion had saved his
bones from the hard ground benesth, Scramb.
ling up againat the rook, he noticed that it
was quartz, aud where the horse had acoi-
dﬂhﬁy kicked of the mons something glittered.
His eyon * " out, but he did nok atop to
bruah them off, his hands were too busy clawing
off the moss. Darknoss coming on he hal only
time to break off a fow specimens, which are
filled with pure ore. One mmall picce, exhil-
ited in town, was cutimated to be threo-quar-
tern gold. Tons of it are apparently still await-
ing IE owner, Sunow says the vein is about 80
foot thiok, and in his impulsive generosity he

vo away several shares soon after his arrival.

o told us that he “would not look at $20,000
for bis interest.” 1t is without doubst the rich-
eat mass of quartz ever disoovered in this county,
exoopt the Divoli bonanza, recently opened hore
in Sonora.  OF course, ho told us to keep it out
of the paper; but the caution we tind to be got-

monotonous,  Mr, Snow is very,woll known
in Francisco an an wotor of merit, aud &

tloman wall-deserving the good fortune he

“tumbled t0,” Some men are born rioh,
others have riches thrust u thom, but Mr,
Boow haa drifted throu 5:“ and snow, right
:ily against & pile of richness that would

o old Rothsohild's keen syes turn geoen
with eavy,

HOME-MADE TROUBLE,

Edward Berwick contributes the following to
the Pacifie Rural Press: Those that have no
troubles are dead;" so runa the old saw as et
by some “old file" I suppose, by the way,
that “‘old file” is an abbreviation of old philoso-
pher. At loast the old flle who set my saw had
some knowledge of humau nature.  Bat, though
“man i born to trouble as the aparks fly up-
ward,” it is wonderful how many of our troubles
aro Aome-made, Wo may fairly apply that ad.
Jookive to somewhere near 007,

his dywpepsia on hot cakes and fried grease;
another shrivels his livar by & too constant
soaking in gin; a third benumbs his brain by a

ocossslom devotion 1o tobacoo, and u 0

aversion o cold waler and fresh air, iously

M-ﬂm“&ﬂ:ﬂﬂ s i

Is the discase . e
AMDITION,

have worldly wealth | Food, miment and con-
tent know none of them.
"Joy, and temperance, and repose
Blamn the dour on the doctor's hose™
After money troubles what so common as
FAMILY TROUBLES,

Troubles incidental to the t of chil-
dren, It seems to have become fashionable of
Iate to assume that children are born with an
onormous amount of intuitive knowledge; that
they need no guidance, no restraint and vastly
little nchooling. Education, the caruful draw-
ing out of the facultics, bodily, mental, spiritual,
has become a thing too tiresome for the fast.
living mothers of fast-living California.

Avarioo or vanity must be nursed and the
children ignorsl.  The very few who are de-
voted to their offspring appear rather to wish
to muke something for thein instesd of some.
thing of them, Striving to accumulste dollars
or aures, trousures that moth and rust may cor-
rupt; an inheritance that

**Bay will anticipate,
Lavish and dissipate "
Forgeting the primary and infinitely more im.
[mrr:‘.:nt :l}eod ofrnnldin the plimtcﬁumtur af.
ter a worthy model, Forgetting to cherish the
tender buds of love, truth and tenderness, For-
gotting to implant the sterner virtues of obedi-
ence andl solf-denial, Forgetting that hoarded
gold in by no means necessarily s blessing, For-
gotting
"How widely its sgenclon vary,
Tu extrae, W ricin, do good or bloss;
Aw oven lts minted eolne exprom,
Now stampod with the imayge of good Queon Doss,
Aud pow ol s Bloody Mary,”

I parents would think mora of the personal
worth, and less of the pecuniaty worth of their
childrun, the world would be the better for it;
parents would be the better for it; children
would be the better for it; and we shoald hear
but littlo of that greatest of home-made troubles:
ohildren, & curse to their parents.

HOMESTEAD SETTLER'S BILL.

The bill passed by the United States Sonate
lately for tho reliof of homestead settlors is
messure of great importance, It was origi.
nally introduced by Senator Booth, and his por-
uistont efforta red its passage both in the
Public Land Committeo and in the Senate,
Under the existing law the right of pre-emption
on public land attaches from the date of settle.
ment, but the rishtol a sottler under the home-
stead law ouly from the date of entry, This
bill provides that the land shall be given to the
first nettler, whether ho claima as & pro-emptor
or aa & homesteader, Seuater Booth uitlp on
thia point: *“There is no reason why the right
of a homestead settler should not relate back b
his alloging the date of his settlement in hﬂ
homestoad affidavit, and the fact that n settler
now before a survey, has no option, but must
claim under the pre-emption law in order to out

' | intervening settlors or grants, is sufficient rea.

son why it should relate back, for many settlers

. | have already nsed their pre-emption right, and

aro now, although in possession of valuable im.
provementa, entirely at the mercy of ‘interven.
ing pre-em or railrosd grants,'™  The bill
next provides that the first settler upon an
abandoned homestead entry shall have a prefer.
euoce right to soquire title fo it after the original
entry in cancolled, and the last section substi.
tutes for the present roundabout and dil
method of cancelling relinguished hmnm
s timber culture entries in the General Land
Otfice, the common sense ﬂpmviaitm that such re.
linquishmenta shall be effectual as soon an they
are filed in the local land office. Senator Booth,
in explaining this section sald: *““Thess relin.
quishments are nearly always mado as tho re.
sult of the purchase of the improvements
some who ia i
and if the cancellation were mediately noted,
being & party in the matter,
would be able to enter bofare anyone clse; bat
& long aa cancellations it such cases are made
a8 ab present, Iuhnnoadmbpbym of

such purchase, for in the interval it becomes
widely known in the neighborhood of the Land
Office that the claim to that tract has been ro.

linquished, and all the jumpers and speoulators
of lioth localities are i i on the alert
to ascertain in advance of e one else the
moment of the cancellation,” is desire is no

small sonves of cormption in the local land
offices, and the reporting of cancellation, by
telograph which goes by mail, forma a consider-
able part of the business of some land attorneys,

Trwe Atk 18 Sea Waren—T¢ is ouly in re.
ceut years, and through the well-equipped ex.

peditions that have been engaged in exploring
sean, that the question as to the amount and
comporition of the air in water has been system.
atically treated. Important researches of the
kind were carried out by Herr Jacobsen on the
Pomerania, in the Baltio and North ses; one
result of these being that the proportion of oxy-
gen in the air of surfaco water was found pretty
constant betweep 33,047 and 34147, Again,
Mr. Buchanan, of the Challenger expedition,
found it to vary li::twenntgﬁx and 3857%, thde
largest proportion being in the neighborhood
the Sunl:h Polar circle, and the least in that of
the trade-winds, A new study of the question
by Herr Svendsen and Herr Tornos, in connso-
tion with Norwegian expeditions to the sea be-
tween Norway, the Faroe islands, Iosland, Jan
Mayen and Spitzbergen, has recently appeared.
In some res former methods ol procuring
tho water and of analysis wers improvod on,
and laboratory experiments were made as to
the absorption of air by sea water. These ob-
servers got higher numbers in the surface pro-
rtion of oxygen than were obtained for the
Rﬁ:rth son; thus, south of 70° latitude the ave
was 34.067; and between 70°, and 80°, 85,647,
intead of 33.937, This corresponds, however,
with what Mr. Buchanan met with in the lIati-
tude of the Antarctic circle, viz: 85%. It ap-
peared, forther, that the ox in the surface
water was always considerably than as
found by lnbnnto:{ experiment; so that, appar.
ently, it doea not depend alone on pressure and
temperature, but also on some shill unknown
causes,

Maxra Rore Tests.—One of the most im-
portant, and perhaps most oritical, operations
which have to be performed in connection with
torpedo service in lowering the torpedo boata
from the deck of a ship ready for being sent on
their deadly mission. When it is considercd
that some of these mischievous little orafts
weigh from 8 to 10 tons, it will be seen that the
ropes used in thus manipulating them are re-
quired to be of the highest quality and mast
trustworthy make, To this end the authorities
at Portamouth dockyard have recently osst
about for a really reliable rope for the torpedo
ship Hecla, The rope seleoted is best 3-strand
white mailla, of two sises, mnly! 5} inches
and G inches circumference, respacti ¥
Gi-inch rope was teed by the makers
lift 12 tons, and the 9-inch 14 tons, Samples of

teated at Portsmouth,

s

thelu m&u were recont]
under the su of Stall:

Kiddle, the Master Attendant, with m
resulta.  The lengtha tosted were each 12 feet,
botween ﬂiegl'lzrn.ﬂdnh,nd the b5h-inch
rope did not until a tensile strain

tons wan reached; whilst the 6-inch

£z

oat up to 16} tons, thuas giving an mar-
gnntmrl!msulrlnhulm As & means
of vom it may be inte to mention
that a G-inch Italian fiber rope not atand
8 steain of more than 13} tons, whilst Russian
bemp rope of the same sise cannot be reckoned
on for more than 11} tona,

cangh o tiog, fah" wid the tramp, when




