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THE DESERT OF SAHARA,

Much attention is now being attracted to the
great African dosert, Bahara; not altogether
through mere motives of curiosity, but chielly
in the interest of soience, and with the view to
flooding some portions of that region and biring.
ing obbers ink more iavorable conditions lor
cultivation. Two plans for flooding have beon
suggeated, one to lot in the waters of the Madi-
terrancan and make a soa of the lower portions;
the other is & more gradual but equally sure
and more servicoable mode of improvement, by
which fresh water may spread its fortilizing in-
fluence over a large porbion of those now
drear and arid plains,

It in well known that even within historio

times, Sahara haa beon n comparntively fertile
and populous region.  Its ancient fertility was
not derivid from rivers, but from wells, *‘upont
ing wells," they were callod then, which from
disuse or other oause have long since cemmd to
flow, 5o that tho very existonce or even poasi-
bility of such wells, anywhere, had beon almost
or quite forgotten until within » fow yoars,
when similar wells, now known as arbesian,
ware found in the Valloy of the Seine, from
whenoe their koowledge and uso has spread
over almost the whole ivilized world.

That artesian wells once existod among the
omson of tho Sahara desert in konown from what
in maid of this region by ancient writors,  efor.
onoed in this dircotion are given by Liout.
Schroeder, U, B, N., ina papor in the last num.
ber of the Popular Seivnee .l,unI'My, from which
wo oondenso a fow paragraphs;

Diodoras, a priest of Ihmu. 1,600 years ago
spoke of the groat ossis, 40 leagunes from the

igyption frontier, which he maid was irrigated,

not by raing or rivors, but by springs which
insne continnally from the ground, —uot spon.
taneoualy, but by grout labor on the part of the
inhabitaits—meaning, of course, artosinn wells,
bored or in some way sunk by mao, Somo of
thess old wells have beon discoversd within a
fow years, and found fillod with stons valves,
by which their low coulid be regulated. Some
J these wella are spoken of by other ancient
writera as being 500 cubits desp, How they
wore dug will probably ever romain a mystory,
Several Arabian writers spoke of thom aver
1,000 yoars ago, an then flowing, IThn Khal
doun referved to them as “‘spoating wells,” sud
couidered them a miraonlous fact, Their origin
had even thon been lost,  Modorn research lina
disclosed the sourses of supply of these arte-
sian waters, which still exists in numerous
localities all along the eastern and northern
borders of that great desert region.

Although our knowledge of its geology snid
hydrography is as yet quite meager, enough is
known to determine that immense subtorrancan
ahets of water may bo found in many places
at a comparatively amall depth from the surfaoe;
and it s quite cortain that if an entorprising
and energotic people were planted upon the
borders of this desert, in place of the bigoted,
lazy Saharan tribes who now roam upon them,
the desert would soon again become elothed
with verdure, and be mado a most productive
vountry, It is & curious but well sttested faot
that many anciont wells havoe been filled up by
the more recent dwellers, evidently sither for
the purpose of defence againat warlike invasion,
or with the view of discouraging the influx of a
more energotio and industrions class of people
than themsolves.

The French have already commenced a llyuh: n
of improvement in the desert back of Algiers.
The first artesian well was strick as long ago
as June, 1856, Within the next cight years

novonty-two suocessful borings had been som.
sloted, the deopest of which is ouly 364 fest.
’[hn supply of water is exceedingly abundant,
and of most excellent quality.

Origin of the Desert

A M, Largesu in 1574 visited the Valley of
the Tgharghar, with the intention of Mo A

off to Rhadames to study the commoroe of that
oauia and test the practioability of diverting to
Algeria tho caravans that come there by the
contral route from Soodan, He questioned the
cluambas on the canses of the drying of the great
Saharan streams, and found that all agreed in
saying that those dead rivers once ran full
through a country more fertile’ than the Tell
\I'-;w vuggiuis burkl ul bie Aldas mouutain's oreal),
but um?ltl only explaiu it by legonds more inter.
eating than satis(aotory.

M. Largean gives the fellowing explanation
of the change: *‘It in konown that pastoal
Imuplo have always been great destroyers of
orests, for they need large spacos of olear
gronnd to feed the Hocks that form their wealth
anid to promote security against the wild beasts
that lurk in forests, Fven now the Algerian
Arabs are seon liring the woods to enlargs the
narcow limits imposed upon them by colonie.
tion.  So, although the groeat Saharan streams
have not been explored to thoir sources, yeb it
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in known that they commence on the bare
plateaux that are but the skeletons of hights
onoe wooded and fertile.  All acominta of the
inhabitants of these regione agree on thal point.
Conneruent upon the destruotion of the forests
the periodical rainy were veplaced Ly rare aod
short thiugh violent storms, the watern from
which, instead of sonking in an in past ages, slip
Ly un the rocky miases, carrying away the rie

surface mold, aud bring about tﬁa drying of the
springs, ail, aa n direet cousequence, of the
rivers.

Harn un old {srmer of the Jersoy highlands to
hiin d.luuhtnrf frosh from boarding-schoul; *“No,
Jane, we hiaint got no nn,-hiul, n' wo don't vat
with no forks ‘0’ we do sbovel 'n’ ther grab, o'
wa'lo smack, sn’ wo git our olbows outa ther
tablo ; you, wo do all of that; but, Jaus, we've
got the pork and besua,”

Cyranees Lastn remarked of one of his erit

INDIAN GAMBLING,

The engraving on this page shows a phase of
aboriginal life whioh is not often brought foe
ward, and that {s the passion for gambling, The
moeans employed for this servico of [ Fortuna are
rude and original with the Indisne.  The exclte-
ment attending the playing of the game extends
boyond those immediatoly onq:‘-nd. for the
mou, womon and oven the chililren gather to
watch for the sigos of victory. o hoonn
shown in the engraving ia 1aid in Arizona, and
in from a photograph taken during VFowell's
survey of the Celorado river,

Fousarion o Cnamacren.—If  somebod
shoald give me s dismond to carry to Europe,
onn know exactly how much wonld be lost to
the world wero [ to drop it into the sea; but if

jea: “The more 1 think of him, the less | think
of him,"

a noed whould be given me, 1 can uul{ it
with awo, an concealed within it in the food o

.

AT GAMBLING GAMES,

untold getierations,  That is the difforence be.
tweon looking at the truth as a dismond or a
nowd, an final or germinal. In all teainlog of
oharactor, continuity and economy must be s
prema, The notion that charscler s sponta.
npous i held by most ium]lle in the sarlier por.
ton of thelr lives, and s wrong, When E'
dissover this, nine-tenths o o the other
oxtrome. This s wrong, too, Hosts of youn
wmen think that their ehnnht will form |
and they will necessarily better s they
&r!" older, Hosta of old men bollove that
vir character in flued, aud that it is [mpossi.
We for them to besows better, Buch beliofs
arn foolish.  People are also wrong in thin
that they can put off thir bad traits and pu
on good teaits,  The old failures eannot thus be
'Inu’ (nmdl "Il";l‘u‘:“' :“lha ol halits new can
o formed, 8 whial many & poor orealtire
noeds to know, We must make what wo are

o be oul of what we are already,

“No | Algernon dear; | say that the boy shall
not be llpulLohllh.’ hnbhqilhl
grandpa’s nose !




