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ABCENT OF MT. BHASTA.

Mt Mhasts in the most impresalve peak Loown
to travelers.  The grand distinguishing foatures
of ML Shasta, those which give it this pre-emi.
nence, aro uol 8o much ite lofty hight of 14,442
foet, but tirst ita entire isolation from other
poaks, and second ita majestic up-rive of nearly
11,000 feet from the midst of a heavily forosted
plain, broken bers and there only by meadows

of robust grasses sud rich cultivable flolda.

The plain around Shasta is only 3,567 feet

high, from which the magniicent double coue
over two miles vertioally, in s lineal in.
cling of less than ten.

The ssoent requires & day and s hall, Yon
g0 the first hall day to & stated camp st the
timber line and in for the night.  Earl
the sext morning you leave horses and ..-hm{;
the peak, arriving st the monument some time
o the v, m.  The desoent in made, the whole
distance of 18 milos, baok to the hotel by sup-

wume.

Ou the afternoon of the Tth of July our party
of eight started from the usual headijuartors of
tourists at Shasta  Sissons’ hotel, 10 Straw.
berry valley. We were mounted on sure
footed horses and directed by an experienced

dle. The teail lod at first through a thinly-
otvated even plain for three miles, then grad.
ually msoended over rough lava and conglomer.
ate boulders to an upper parterre or bench sev.
oral miles wide and surrounding Shasta on all
sides.  Here the common pines, with the white
fir and Douglas spruce, that form the bulk of
Californian forests, loave off, and the noble fir
| Abwes wobilia), of Douglas, often ealled from the
oolor of ita bark when broken “the red fir,"
oocupies the platosu exclusively, This is per-
haps, all things considered, the most beautifa)
treo at all in the West. Troesof 5 feot in
dinimeter and 150 foot high, do not depart {rom
the graceful armangement of their apray in
youth, but still lin{)h)‘ their immense, horizon-
tal, fan-shapod limba it symmetrical, diminish.
g whorls to the p.  Un the upper limbs,
erect and firm, stand the purple or yellowiah
oones, clothed with long, polnted hraota that
depend from betwesn the scales, causing the
cones 10 resemhle owls at roost on the Lree tope,

Fringing the upper edge of this fir forest and
running up the projecting rock-ribe of Shasta,
ae lwo more conebearers, found ooly on
suoh elevations in this Iatitade— Pinus albicas-
Be, or the “white stemmed pine,” and the
Pieen Pattoniana, or “silver sprice.” Both
these trees are alten miscalled; the tirst Pinws
Measlie, the other Abies Willsrwmmnd, bat the
former names have beem established by the
higheat American authority alter much ewam.
Laation.

The sveuing of our camp where timber and
stow banks mingle, was clear and fine, inviting
o siudy the stars in the brlliant canopy,

Later, after all were under blankets sjsrond

Al the lh-:lul daylight we were up
shi arvaml 8 fire while swallowing s
h:%niml. -l:ﬂ. barely eatable by :‘ul
oup of delivious coffes.  Then selecting alpen
shocks from & store st hand, we o up the
smoath i-:d'-l‘ Mm-hw':rmﬂurwl
m- ) v Uhar conree as in.

the guide lay directly .E the deep
canyon of the inclinel valley on the

* | waving line at the horizon,

reach the top, though composed of stalwart
hunters, Every neason parties essay in vain to
cotjuer Slisals. Uurs was e ek W duteesd
this yesr. Personally, I never had such diffi.
culty in getting a foothold in climbing snow-clad
pra‘v-, or was so much affected by the rarity of
the air  Every few rods [ was obiliged to drop
down on my face and rest a few seconds, a
oeeding soon adopted b lll‘l.l'!i’.." the party.

Arrived by alow, toilsome labor to about the
upper third of the down.swooping canyon, the
stooper snow face, shaded {rom the morning sun,
war found pearly as hand asice, We had to
strike foet and pike repeatedly into the flinty
slope, in order to make a half-inch ledge for the
side of onr nailed boots, Not & word was
spoken, Questions as to direction, were asked
of the guide, and answer returned by motions,
Ouly the ring of iron-shod boots and resonant
pike, with the hard breathing of your nearest
companion, wan heard. The inclination was
about 20 degrees only from the vertical
Dropping to the surface now to rest was impos-
sible. We conld anly keop to the steep in-
cline by carefully keeping one foot and the pike
in place. HBelow, the chasm yawned a full mile
of threatening descent; above, s stesper mile
strotched away to the l:‘y

By 2 v, M., we reached the hot springs in the
old orator. These are still rumbling and spout-
ing series of solfutara, the vestiges of the mon-
stor orater, & mile across, out of which poured a
stroam of lava that now overliea the plain for
100 miles aronnd, but disintegrated and forming
rich soil for one of the noblest pine forests in
the State,

Lying on the interior heated rocks to rest, wo
learned from oor guide how John Muir and
derome Fay passed a fearful night there in
April of 1575, roasting and freezing alternately,
an  adventure which Muir subsequently so
graphically portrayed in Harper's Magazine, It
appoars that a change to cold and storm ocourred
in the night, the snow falling thickly upon the
advonturers, and melting by the warmth of the

as jols, with no pure ‘:u!. to dry them off,
ing short of food thay were forced to return
the next day though the terrific wind froze
their garmonts «biff as sheet iron,  Arrived at
the base, they found their feet so frosen that
blisters formed all along the sides, and eventu.
ally they lost most of their toe.nails. Muir
h-g to keop hix bod for a fortnight, but the
timo was not loat to the lovers of grand and
gn;nhic desoriptions,

O the way up I was duﬂy interested in the
differont features presented by the noble old vol.
cano of Lassen, distant southward 70 miles, but
20 distinckly seen an to seom only 20 miles away,
He rests upon the munn]‘:ol an alpi
mow-coversd plateau, 20 miles across, ith
those daring (riends, Case and Larsen, I had
with great diffioulty botanized the whols of
that region, including the lofty Lamen, Now ]
was soanng 3,000 feet above the montment of
that peak while the whole platean lay unrolled
st my feel,

Arrived at the summit of Shasta, undonbted!
the most diversified and extensive Fa
preseated that over astenished human under
sanding. You weem standiog on s pedests),

and | rising out of the bottom of an immonse, holluw

Joining the equally extensive, over.

ﬂ' the sk b" an ihru"”l
L aptioal illasion
" You are not 1 two miles above
the general earth’s wurface, but ouly raised up
o ita level,

It is impossible for pen to picture the dotails
of this M we mw it on that clear,
eool, still July Not a val
AYER & TeAr oan Wiks b" smoke or
dust.  The w sustomy of the many-ribbed

arching
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Northward this forest gives place to
plains, to interior, alkaline lakes and
Wie valleyn, Ul peaks the List y
hundreds, inol nameless smow drifts
ing on the distant Cancades, 300
away, and the well-known St Helena, Hag
ton, Lola and Tahoe peaks as far away

A dense dark bank lying the
horizon beyond the cosst ran whers la
the cloud-forming Pacific. Was ever
clearor, more picturesque scenery vouchsafed g
mr’:‘:'l B kil St of Shasta—the

o pby outtinen
mense, :ﬁd, extinet voloano on which we stagd—
are past dmri&uun in one ne :
even if I had the ability. Wnum%
examing ita double crowns of ual
gazo down into their bmb:md
smell, hear, feel and see the ho
pnees wtill esca
trace the out-¢
with red breccis, blac
brown scorin, extendi
down to timber line; follow the
ﬁluim between, in their slow,
own along the track of their
muinthoaldamtbﬂm.
pearing like the smooth
pents as they form the peculiar curving,
sided river valleys i ﬂ
dark, evergreon foreat on
ng with us ever- n
less memaries fore »

ver,

The descont of Bhasta is a , and in our
caso, was & most enjoyable o?dmrhm’ Arriy.
ing at the top of the precipitous canyon,
scribed on the way up, we to
down on the now softened snow,
loop of baling-rope attached
over our neoks, allo
inf::lé.uthuﬁ:

against njury to
r:h.too.puhum H’uﬂnm&b
nmtb-mdmmnd‘ﬁthd
ugl-ulbythhm 000 KuD.

itting down on the edge

then removing the pike from the snow, wo
dropped one after the other, aku
and swaying from side to side, awiftly down
long canyon, At onos, as soon

unged off the precipice,
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