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SUBSTITUTES FOR ETHER AND CHLO-
ROFORM,

A committee of the British Medical Associs-
tion haas lately issued two roports, giving an so.
count of somo very valoable experimental trialy
of & number of new anmsthetio agents which
they have studied, with the object of finding a
subatitute for obloroform and ether, the agents
commonly employed by the surgeon and ob.
stetrician, Neithor of these fully meets the

uirements of surgical tice, the adminis.
rt:sltinu of ehlorolorm bgir:: nover frea |I:w
danger, and always a source of anxiety on that
account to rurgical operators, and especially in

perations of a protracted nature, where ita dis-
astrous effects upon the action of the heart and
the respi organs is oceasionally the cavse
of fatal consequences; while ether, though vast-
ly superior to chloroform in these respects, is
too tardy in its sction for m&li‘mpntunl. oper-
ations, The purpose of the above-named com-
mitteo was to find, il possible, an apmsthetio
t that should bo as & in ita oifects as
chloroform, and that, at the same time, should
affoct the heart and respiration au little as ether,

From the abstract of their reports, in the
Monthly Jowrnal of Seience, it appears that

many experimental trisls wore made upon frogs
and ~rabbits, with the following substances:
Benzine, acetons, , big o of mothy-

lene, amylone, butyl chloride, ethene di 0,
methyl uh.l::{dl, othyl chloride, nitrous ethyl
other, The experimental trials of the committen
with the above-named substances were unfavor.
able, cither for the rmason that they did not
complate nomathesin, or becausa the anmsthesia
wan attended with such violent and alarming
phyniological disturbances that their use in sur-
gory waa not to be thought of,  With two sub.
stances ouly did the committes obtain s
ful reaults; these were the iobutyl chloride and
othidene dichloride,
'lmlmtﬂ wblond; (C8 1 ﬁiﬁ?‘ﬂ;ﬂ ouia
ote anmathosia in frogs, ra n
rom $hroe to flve minites, and no dhtl'l‘nnu
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np.l!u contrary, they will speedily die when
Clduiulorin is used. e iivestigations of the
committen, it would appear, have had the valu-
ablo result of supplying the surgeon with one
(and possibly with two)eanwsthetio  agunta
superior both to chloroform and ether—a result
of inestimable im for the scientific al-
leviation of human sffering.  The committes in
continuing ita resoarchos, and a third report is
expectod at an early day.

RINGWORM,

——

Dr. John V. Bhosmaker, in a paper read be.
fore the Ameriean Medical Association on
“*Ringworm in P'ublic Inatitutions," states that,
while treating a large number of caned of ring.
worm, which occurred in one of the pulilie in.
stitutions for children in Philadelphia, he
soraped some of the scales from the sealp of one
of the children, and also from the chest of an.
other, and applied them to the bodies of two
oate.  For threo days wo ohange was pervepti.
blo on the parta upon whioh the seales were
placesd; on the fourth & small meal-like patch
was detected apon one, and on the other the
hairs to [l oute  The tith day the patches
assumed the charsctoristic cirealar form, sl
the affection continued 1 spresd raphdly until
spota the size of & large cvin were glmost (e
nuded of hair, Beales from the patches of one
aof the cats wero reinoculated on & healthy por
tion of the sealp of one of the ehilidren and thigh
of anothor, with the effect ol producing the eir-
oumsaribed spots of ringworm,  Two specimons
ware now propared, one from the neoulated
child, the other from one of the eats, mud re-

under the microscops fungl of n luxuriant
growth, throsds being prosant in rnrp quantitios,

voens. | B awes its origin to a vegetable para.
wite, 3.: Trichophyton tonsurans, It generally

commanpes wmong those thal are lmpropetly
onred for, and, s 16 is excesdingly contagious, it
spreada mpidly to those coming in oontact with
the infected. The fungus has s predilection
for the strumous and debilitated, sl Bousishes
upon them luxuriantly,

Among the 5 osses afllicted on the ocossion
et
oantage ware the ehilideen of subijvots of ehronio

. | disense, worthless and contirmed draokards, and

inmates of charitable institutions or almahouses,
The affsotion frequently has ita origin in the
lower anlmals, :] is tracsmitied from them to

.| childron mod adulia, A number of cases are ot

record in which it has been communioated i
revtly from cows, ealves, cxn, horses, sl eats
to individ and then o other members of

the saetie family. A well.marked axample of | be

ita direct tranwmision from & cow to an individ.

Tereonsrning 70 Rusnise Taanm O M,
deseribes the suopuseful working of
Baillebache's invention for signaling to aud from
tralog in motion, on & part of the line whish
cannects the Champs de Mars with the stalion
st Greoslle. were 8D BEcoRes
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HINTS ON THE USE OF PLASTER 0P
|PARIS,

The plaster may be made to Yo" very
quiekly by mixing it in warm water to which a
litto  wulphate of potash has besn added,
Plaster-ol-Parls ossts, soakod in molted parat
fine, may be readily cub or tarmed in & Intha
They may be rendered very hard and tough hy
soaking them in warm glue sise until thoroughly
saturated, and allowing them to dry,

Plaster of Paris mixed with squal parts of
powdered pumice stone makes & fine mold for
canting fusiblo motals; the same mixtire ia use.
ful for eocasing artiolos W0 be soldered or
hrnaed,

Casta of plaster of Paris may be made to imi.
tate fine brovges by glving them two or thres
coats of shellas varnish, and whon dry "'52;
ing a coat of mastio varniah, and dusting on
bronge powder when the mastic varnish be
comen stioky,

Ratholes may bo offectually stopped with
troken glass aud plaster of Parie,

The best method of wiving plastor of Paris in
o wprinkle (8 iuta the water, uring rather more
waler than in reqoired for the batter; when the
plaster settles poir off the surplus water sl
stir earefully,  Air bubbiles are avoided in this
way, — Hoston Journal of Chemistry,

How 1o Ssoks Mear. W, 1 Brooka gives
the following mmple, but very effective, smok.
ing mirangoment for all kinds of meats, sspeel.
ally hame, shoukders, aud baoon,  The smokiog
in effonted in & vory thorough manner and o &
short time,  The writer had for his morning
broakfast soimo ham which was sinoked in s
contrivanon precisely similar to Whis, in six
hours,  The serangomont can be made by ainy.
one without the lesst troublo, aed it s sure
“work” every Ume.  The deviee consists of &
suilable sime.  An ordisa
will smoke Tour or five moderate seed o
ahoulders,  Both besds are romoved il &
mavable cover provided for the ht“ In
L of bonrde, or an ol oloth 3
will apawer, A ahort tronals in o
ia dald & b of old stove pi
cavation ls t mside, & fow foot
the barrel, in which & pan of
chips can be plaoced. This s
Vightly Abting plank,  One e of
communioates with this vxoavalion
other end the barrel bs placed, the
up arcand the Lobtom of Daerel
the stavepipe, to keep all tght.  The
lod Trom & stick Aoy
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