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Epivon Wi We trust it
is o pardonable vanity that prompts us

r Suone

1o date this communication at the site
ol one of the oldest cities in the world.
Away back in the dim annals of time,
almont thirty-six centuries ago, this city,
then known as Owm, Qourished in all the
lll.lxllllil.t‘llll‘ of

Egypt's primitive

glory, Famous, alike, in sacred and
classical history, though its imposing
temples have long since heen mingled
with the dust of the carth, its name 1s
emibalmed forever in the .'lTll'-"‘ii'l'_:l\'
of the future

I the simplicity of the world's early

THE WEST SHORE.

It was situated on the east side of the
river Nile, about five miles above Grand
Cairo,

ago, when visited by Strubo, the place

Nearly two thousand years

of the city was marked only by a henp
of magnilicent ruins.  Nothing remains
ll"\\l'\i'l‘ 1

now, uggest s former

grandenr but great dikes and mounds,
from which may be dug fragments of
marhle, granite, bricks and pottery;
a portion of a sphing, and o single

L
I'his

obelisk reaches about "-l\t_\ feet 4""'“’*‘

obelisk, which remuins standing.

the ground, is six feet square at the
*'.h\'. .'Il\-l Ln\l'l'r'.l i :.t- |‘fllll' ‘IHI('- \\'ii]l
the !]il'fll‘_{i_\'lll]i.l'\ common to such re.
mains,  This monolith was hewn out
of a block of red granite, and, according

i
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interest.  From Cairo to the site of
ancient Thehes, on the right bank of
the Nile, and to a still greater distance
on the left hank of that river, all such
portion of the country as is covered by
the annual inundations, is a land thickly
strewn with crumbling  monuments,
pyramids, sphinxes, columns and tem.
ples; the smouldering debris of the
world’s glory, now long since prssed
into the blackness of oblivion. Pha-
ruoh’s Bed, a correct sketch of which
is hereby annexed, is an isolated point
of rire interest to the tourist abroad or
the autiquariun at home, This country

is full of the most impossible traditions
and legends, which, while they may
afford lodgment for some few griing

ells us that, “haraoh

ey ature, Mosest
called  Joseph's Zaphnath.
paancah; and he gave him 10 wife
\senath, the daughior of Poti-pherah,
poest of On"  Genesis xli,, {5

So here we are, upon the very soil
trodden by Joseph and his brethren, in
the once goodly land of Goshen, as.
signed by Pharaoh to Jacoh and his
LIALIL™ i

CUentunes later, this city was known
as Aven, and so called by BEzckicl; Jer-
emish calls it Hethshemesd, the com-
mon Hebrew name, while in classical
Greek it s known s Heliopolis. Al
these names were given to it, st one
time and ll‘lnthﬂ. on account of its be-
ing the principal seat of the worship a-fi
the sun among the Egyptians,

| foundation that has maintaine
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toa Il.l'\-l} caloulation made on the spot,
weighs not less than one hundred and
twenty-five tons, How this beautiful
shalt was raised 1o its present position,
s not the smallest cutiosity which at

taches to it ludeed, the highest ex-

|cellence of maidern engineering skill

would be sadly waxed to discover o

practicable method of lowering it in

safety to a prone condition, saying
nothing about the

hewing, engraving, polishing, and
e o A
fimally raising it to its present nice

ly
adjusted o Tpeti

ficular position upon a
d its sta-

bility for a period of four thousand
vears,

But we miust s Lo ¢

ther objects of

work of quarrying, |

of truth, they are, in the main, but 5o
many tissues of the strangest and wild-
est superstition.  The mass of ruins
collectiy ely styled “ Pharaoh’s Bed,” is
manifestly of later dute than anything
which is really contemporancous with
the hicrarchy of ancient Egypt.

But it were uscless to particularize.
The region we are now examining is
especially rich in broken vases and
time-worn insc riptions, Within ascope
of tertitory whose radius would be but
a few hours' travel, enough valuable
material might be collected to stock a
hundred British miuseums.  For nearly
a week, we have been strolling over

the fallow ground of departed great-

ness. Cautiously and timidly we bave




