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ROOM FOR INVENTION.

We frequently hear the remark that the time
will soon come when the course of invention
will be run; when, like Aloxander, inventive
genius will weep, bacanse there are no more
worlds to conquer, The faot that iron fingers
have in 8o many branches of industry been
made to perform tasks onos done by bone and
sinew; that eloctric throbbings have outstripped

the fleet measenger in business affairs, and the
iron horse with food of bu coals carries
the lonil;!tur and the hl:;d;:rpo&':'“ onoe
the out. country sl 0 the
hard-beaten road. These facts are imw' vo
and suggestive, but not convincing on the sub-
jeot of an ultimate limit to inventive usefulness
or_inventive powor. The ball of progress in
rolling along has wrapped about it many layer
of idens f into tangible facts; but the per-
iphery grows, and the upu:l{ for enlargement
grows with it. As the circle of knowledge
widens, the illimitable space beyond still more
incroases, and there in both more to learn and
groator ability to learn it, If the mesds of
man were the sole of his demands, there
m.iiht well be a point at which invention, satis-
fied with granting all needful things, would be
vompelled to rest. But ‘‘to want” meaus both
""to lack” and “'to desire;” the food and shelter
and clothing absolutely requisite develop into
luxuries of palate and mathotic taste, Tho rude
neadle of bone that sewed with sinew the boar-
tkin cloak and made of it a definite garment,
waa an invention that might bave sufficed in its
ling, had the skin.garment satiatiod; but demand
and mpply are commensurately progressive
each surpasses each, onward in the march J

jand now we have that household com«
pauion, the sewing machine, gmrring likoa kit
ten, while basting, sewing, hemming, gather-
ing, tidily at high speed; this modern sewing
machine Lin( #a legitimately the development
of the bone needle, as the fashionable garment
of to-day is the outgrowth of the fig leal of Eve
and the akin covering of her won.

Our wants have wmm suo-
contive generations, luxn ¥ ous-
tomary grants and eventoally bocome necessities.
Our condition is ameliorated, and hence our
appreciation a while certain facultion
hiave become d and invention must supply
their rhon or their deficiencies,  Whare inven.
tion hat produced an effect, it in for invention
to extend and perfect it .n in every walk
of life it is for cunning brain ddt&:ruh
effect new combinations or perfect the old, fear-
less of thwart or limit. In proof that with im-
provement criticlim  bocomes more
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honce wastelul Our steam-boilers, with
consumed fael, our eugine wet
steam, and the (whose cyliuders have to

be supplied with oil, through faalty design and
workmauship) waste part of the remaindor.
Onr horves, shod with no regand to humanity or
for tractive elfect, draw wagoos or cars which
maitle our teeth out, on roads or rails which
raitlo the vehicle to pleces. The explosives
which long ago were constrained to throw hurt-
ful missiles, have but in one instance— blasting—
beon employed in peacefnl work ; il we may
om“ﬂlh gunpowder pile driver, the precursor
of a long line of explosive motors yot to come,
g Fnrmlh- snd h“dr:hdl. ntlh.o\hn nn:?yh' iarw

ve o must o jaud ma
new and artificinl mhadu and develop into
necensitios, npon the inventor, ever in the van.

guand, devolves she duty of exploring the land
o“l“ the pn-ibl:-ud pt:v{dlng“ur the lagions of

Tt might be said that aa science falls into the

know and art after art in added
to the forces of man, the tield of true invention
would narrow, and that of improvement, combi-
nation and widen,

And this distinotion may not perhaps be im-
to draw, nor inapproprisbe to %
n it in, that as obeervation and ex
Isy down the facts, aud reason deduces there-
from the theories and evolves from thess again
the laws which govern tangible and
foroes intangible, the plane of the inventer will
riso higher and higher, and his uselulness will
inish. It into him that races unborn,
oations unformed, countrios umexplored, look
to for their botterment and the achisvement
of their substautial welfare. Through him the
autagonism betweon man and man—the foul
distinotions of ocaste and class—will be swept
away; and better men, under bettor lives and
higher ploasnres and ocomforts, schisve the
destiny writtea for them in the days when the
rooky riba of this earth were formed, - Poly-
technie Review,

A PLANING MACHINE ORANITE,

The Boston Advertiser for Jannary 24, oon.
tains, under ihe head of “Granite Planed Like

Wood," an article on a new machine for planing | expost

stona rapidly, built on the principle of the wood.
planing machine, The article bagina by saying
that when awiftly revolving knives were iimt
made o do the work of horisontal planes upon
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INSTANTANROUS PROTOGRAPHY

The remarkable sncoess abtaived by Mr
E. J. Muybridge, of San Franciseo, in the pro-
duction of acourate piotures of horsss in rapid
motion, has stimulated other porsous n & simi.
Iar direction. The process has recently besn
applied by Gen. Abbott, of the United States
Engineering Corps, for recording the offesta of
the most sudden and violent explosions by gun:
powdar and dynamite. The General has shown
that however instablaneous an explosion ap-
pears to take place, It ocouples, notwithstand.
ing, a measurablo amonnt of time, which ooa be
readily monsured and the accompanying effects
socurately recorded by this new application of
the camers.

Among other experiments, (en. Abbolt em.
ployed that instrument to make » series of plo.
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