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THE ENOLUTION OF WORDS,

Tha fullowiog very interesting and instroe-
tive arbicle on the ** Evolution of Words and
Theory of Valoe," was read by the Hon, Alex,
Dhal Mar, at & lste mooting of the 8, F, Academy
of Balences

Al words are subiject to mutation, They nre
created, grow, give birth to ather wonds, are
alterad in wignificance, alaorbed, or lose their
furce, or dwindle away anl becoms obsolete,
This cotirse of changn is due to their environ.
ment, which s the humas iiml; snd it bs, con.
soquantly, into the evolution of the intellect
that we must Jook for the ovolution of warda,

Mude men are rudo of speech, and this con:
wints of & few names, which chielly represent
the thivgs of which they stand in present need,
as fowl and drisk. The ijualities of those things
next engage attention, s good, bad, big, littl,
hard, solt, obe, come into use ws wonde,  As
the obwervation of these men oxtends and their
s develop, a0 do theie vocabiularies.  Mom-
ury carries thom inko the past, Imagination
o the future.  The single verb, / am, finds
two new companions, / was, [l be.  Prosent.
ly the rolations botwoen things, amd sfterwards
thime betwoen states of existence, actions and
maovementa, are perocived, anid words are corned
Lo enpiress them

Thia comnnge is uuually of old metal, which is
choaper, or saaler to olitain, than vew, Foor
poople use their garments for many ditferont
puirpines, kil then often muiake them bofore
they oast them off, sud by new ones.  The
rmlw'l clisak in alea hin coverlid; his horse
danket his winbeolla, and sunetimes oven hin
waler pllober,  As (b becoines worn, it is ont
up for & palr of troosers; sl when young Pops

rows olil enough bo require » similar gark of
dignity, It i rased and renderel serviceabls
gaing and o 11 continves in use until st last,

it ba dagradod to the mouind level of & house
vloth,

I8 s thus alss with words, Among undevel.
oped and also amouyg deouyed ustions, the same
word e weed o convey » varioly ol messing,
A Wiliess, inany of worls i the Choctaw
and the Chinese.  When social dev clupment s
baking place, the everused word i either
spwoialised, aud made to share s original mean.
mrﬂh obbor special wonds, or elae i i W e

ldh‘!“&ﬂ") wew termeg i which case

Whe et word Lewomes Aograded, and doomed
o sxbtinotion.  Thus Lond, which was onos the
uame oly of God, being saperseded altogother
by the latier Lorm or ibe equivalent, subsequent.
1y became that of any exalted or powerd et
wen) Lhew g Iy to all landed progei
otors, sl b6 now ablached to every ety
house keeper, in Whie form of dosd Jord,

Master, which had & similar exalted orgin, s
combent Vo Hod refuge with tho sonvalbest of sohoo]
Im Nire, in the curtalled form of wr, has
f from the diguity of feudal paramountahip
te the level of coal heavers, and dustimen; m-']
like dame, another wonl ol woble ongin, will
probably, in Wme, leowns ohwolete. In the
obber oase—that is when the old word is re.
& apecial purpese i meaning e
with :: gvueral hlu-r:s of
ways sujposing, of course, thal sooial

b vontinues. Thwa Barde, i the
beand, sl onginally barbarians meant
bearded man.  Cirtar is the Latin for
Ly, and orginally & civilised man
8 molbler or oo who dwelt in a
differance between barksrmy
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Little by little those wards came to have mean-
inge; then, other words wero croated Lo share
these meanings, a8 willd, untamed, savage, on
the one side, and enlightensd, cultured, refinad,
ot the other; but the original words were special-
szedl andd rotained, Passing over the Dark Ages,
ail observing the word eivilization, as it camo
into nse sgain in modern days, we find tlsa!: it
b first, oxprossid mun-.lf a phare or condition
of sovivty; then, according to Guizoet, » moves
mont of wooiity, and now it ambrlpl_ll both
phase and movement, with the probability that
i time, it will be I-:ul.I_v dinplaced by progress,
socind evalubion, and other more spoecial terms,
The word maoney in due to the temple of Juno
Moneta, where the coine of the empire were
fabricated. The use of this word, was, how-
evar, not ecommon; for long aiter the Roman
numorary systom wan  broken down, swmmus
contioued to bo used an the generic term for the
eirvulating madinm.

The word “"money” came into moro general
uso during the Dark Ages, until with the
nearcity, dobasement and eventual almost en-
tire diwuse of coipn, it was superseded b[y
apocion; moaning, literally, payment in kind,
but afterward in the form of apecie, applied to
colns and bullion,  This word “‘species” was
the lowest and grossest torm employed to ex.
prens the eirgulating modivm of the times, the
word mummue or “'numbers,” of the Roman
Commonwealth, having béen the highest and
must refined,  With the modimval period,
which fostered the Dark Ages and the reuse of
oaing, which the reoponing of the oman silver
mitien in Gormiany and slsewhoro rendered  pos-
sible, the wonl ““money” agnin camo into use,
anl boing always assoviated with the precions
motals, conveyed no meaning apart from them
aud previous to the present contury lignilini
ouly so much gold aud wilver; this being the
delinition given to it by all of the onrhier, and
niiny of the later, seonominta,

With the getioral restoration of peace, the re-
turn of secunty, aml the cousequent use of eors
parative and governmental erodita for the pur-
poses of & viroulating medinm, the meaning of
moey han beon amplifiod, and it is now gener-
ally anderstood to include any description of
tirculating modia, whether coina, promissory
bills, or irredeemable notes, otherwise nutnma:
ries or numeratios,

Hut perhaps the moat extraordinary and in.
teresting term in our vooabulary in “value,"
Everylidy uves it, yot nobod appoan to be
cortaln of its woaning, For l[{] yours tho ablest
thtellects in the world, Adam Smith, Chevalier
Storch, Daniel Ricando, Jean Baptiste Say,
Froderic Rastiat, John Stuart Mill, and a hoat
of loaser lights, have tried to agreo upon u defi-
tibon of value, but in wvan, he ontire
sclonen of politieal economy in built npon its the
practioal affain of guvernment hinge npon it;
M important agency of man's welfare (a
fonetary system) waits upon it; and yot no
man hias satisfactorily aualysed 1t Although
detived from the Latin wonl wilere, the word
Uvalue” wan not used by the Homaos in its
present '[m;r ".I:le;lm nto wse with the specie
maney of the , and i
Lime of Hastist, meﬁ;‘m ,“:-‘:::::“:.:o the
enlly construel to
thing which waa derived from ita niaterial
il flunlulily. ar from the oomt of it ::’
bon (labor), of from its uselulness (utility), or
from ita desirability, These are the opinions,
respectively, of Adam Smith, Ricardo, Jean

nte -'il,\r.dlld Chevalier Sigroh, *

at an applioation of these ;
showed all of them to be flll“]'.mi:;hr l.l:d":;
hare, in the seuse meant, heither matarialit
nor dnrabiliv ¥

¥, hovertheloss wo conceds the

valon d.mwmd:h[:_: :mrhuth illumi-
bl

seller consnlts the cost of nndulul:,: gblz

£l would mever be bonght, nor diamonda sold

M4 their markst prioss, for one coats ™o

than
it will feteh and the other L
U woull Ve dicul o - e e

those works of art and

“ it " Tlarmonie of Pelitiand Eevoomy,” p 10a,

_ | dities and
mean that attribute of |

luxury, which possess the value; and if
we ;?;'.. ior value o J-:E:‘ Iand, and
water, and a myriad of other which
necessarilly form the first objects of man's de.
sire, but which nature has to him so
liberally that they or

li
arise to confute the mnn.

Unable to digest the word as a
economists attempted to manage
They split it into pieces, calling one
another m!ut.’ilnwmhug!!, o d:“..

ieco was smi or purposs
fém in ;ni:, 1?““ dﬁ‘notmmdilpu. a do
maas which they cou
oonntituted th:yonisma of the
attempted to constroot,

Said Bastiat ¢ ““The p
chunge, is the notion of value
truth, and every error wh
duces into men's minds,
orror ;" and *“value is
what numeration is
 economical science is
upin the word value,
o

n one survey
this gifted phif her
vaguo and ’:nlsny il:od
value that preced
value was not an attri
things ; that it implied " com
tion, estimation, measure ;" or, as he
explained it, * value is the relation of
services exchanged.”

This view waa a groat in the right
tion, It was some mo' that
i relation, and not a nor s
issue of the attributes of 3 it
been more satisfastory had Bastist
rmiuly what that relation was, but he
sofore his treatise on value was .
jndging from its ap
revising the portion he
effort be now made to com
hoped it will be viewed with
due to the earnest enquirer any
subject,
! fiu ittlim Iipm?e it must be said thas
fletimision s :
value be held to !{M oniym i
exchanged ; why not betwoen all servioes,
commodities exchangeable? The edifice
now shelters in not exchanged, nor
exchanged, yet it has o value ; and that
in dotermined not bL it morely -
the thing that may
but, thmtmh the medinm
san with all other things
able,

Valoe therefore
two commoditiea,
of such; and it
things which are exch
things which are ex
common to other
that money measures
:'I:ilngl which are

ing exchanged,
disparity between
o available
the measure—the mass
forma their nominal
equally absurd to
only winea which
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