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Pod o mdte taken outr of e Beion

He took hils mierisongse ol of (Le case,
A pettlad the foous rightly .
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Caine yilmmmery nrnnl Wl
Ha pul whide :lll he mlm Jmo,
And fued on the cover tightly
Ha tnrned W Latrament up and dow,
TUlI, g Alg & proper sight, be
L -Iu"-l.-d with & preaded frowy -
“hood grechooa” snd “Highty tighty '
The ml s enongh o alarm the town
A & imomnter pilghty ™'
Promm Vother snd of e bube, Lhe wite
wur weienlifo;
To bhe abad ey, an your'll guess, the sight
OF & st wind tnt el
Wie milervmonpe anle i guite
ol maguife

“Chgiw mawt Use Arith Ursiagh e tabe w0 lall,”
Nadd the mite, a0 he mpluied throngh it
“Hian ls not so wondrousty big siter al,
1 thew it workd anly knew 07

MURAL,

Mew -~ Whethar & Udig I lurge or siiall,
Diepends on Ue way you view W)
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BRITANICUS'S VALENTINE

AN MISTORICAL ATORY OF THE FOURTEENTH OF
FEMRLARY

Britanicus waa s little, oliveskinned [talisa
boy, who lived in Rome about |, 800 years ago.
Home was at that time the capitol of the olvil.
iaedd world, aud in the splendid imperial palace
o Ahe palatine, surrounded by all the smblems of
the mostoxalied sovereignty, anctheryoung boy
wore the purple of the emperum,  This boy was
Nere, Mo and Brtanicos were oousing, and
the young prinoe waa, st the time of which we
write, the guest of tho bayish emperor, living
with him in the palace of the Cesars, as though
thaey had boan brothers

Rritanious was some thres years younger than
the amperor, being but 14, while Nero was 17,
This single fact male & groat deal of difforence in
the respective lives of each, for, had Britanicus
boen e older, he would have been the em.

T

Bab that ovont was not ex-
protnl Lo ocour very soon, nor did Mritanicus
wish 4 1o,  He had 5o wish o be compelled
I.mlhhu{. broidered purple wanyl
s aymbol of the imperial rank, and be waited
by llhd-: slorm, dark - boardod men, who
¥y

“ | was not unknown to him, being no lees than a
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of ‘Troy, which waa s sort of tournsment, cole-

brated by companies of boys, who used arms
snitabilo to their strength,

Home of you may think, perhaps, that a Ro-
man boy rh-f not hiave a very joyous time of it,
but you will se your error when you learn how
many holidays Be had, First, there were all
the military and imperisl shows, occupying
woeks somotimon, uuﬁ:hum‘tl'rimd by chariot
raves and gladiatorial combats, in which the
Romaus so much delighted. Then came the
religious festivals, in which there were magili-
cont pr to the temples, and costly sac-
riflces made to thelr heathen gods. One of
these festival days ocoirred on the 14th day of
Fabruary, We are accustomed to designate
the day s 8t Valentine's Day, hut the old Ro-
mans callod it the day of the Luperdi, The
festival itsell was called the Lupercalis, and
waa distinguished by all kinds of amusements
and indulgences,

Amony the coremonies was one of placing the
natnes ufglrl.l anid youny women in & box, from
which they were taken, W as el di

- | wtwes hmd n very dignified game, ealled the plav | with 1;I'm wpan and chariot to our eowwin's

o,
“Nay ; rather let me choose one of those ale-
gant Greek vases in the cabinet," said Brit.
anjous,

1t whall be as you wish, but use dis.
patch, for I am impatient to learn the fair
Octavis will receive thy gift,” and the emperor
walked away, humming & ﬁmﬂr that he had
learned that very morning his Corinthian
dancing master, ;
H-cu' Suuk Nnbi.u: w:l;!nt;i:e.l beantiful
Vaso 0 ian workmunshi
vess, and Britanious wnilocr' with lﬂmﬁ“

liant entablatures shone on the walls, A h

drod guests, reclining on conches, sat around

the board, and throngs of slaves waited the

of all, The young prince had just quaffed

gobilet of sparkling ulami-n‘:hm the Nubian
ve

o

rected. '|’hil incurred the necessity of bustow-
ing & gift upon the owner of the name each one
drew, and il the fair one reciproosted by
another one, or by a written mesaage, he was to
consider himself her valentine, as modern usago
torma it This oustom, through various
changes, has descended 1o our own times, and
when you receive lyuur valontine you will re-
member that the Roman youth and children
honored the same festival in very nearly the
same manner, The nsme of valentine is derived
from a Christian saint, who lived in Rome
about 200 years aftor Hritanicus, and whose
{estival the early fathers of the charch con.
founded with that of the ancient Lupercalia,

Hritanicus atood one morning i the marble
alrium or eourtway of the | , loaking out
upon the street,  His fine boyish figure was
clothed after the faahion of & princely Roman
Isdl.  Hia olive-colored legn were bare, and his
head, with its long, dark hair, had no sovering.
But the tunie of full, rich silk, belted at the
walsl and dmondinﬁ to his knoos, and the
cloak or stols, with its purple border and its
heavy embroidery and clasps of gold, wore all
in the nowest style, and showed his gracoful
person W sdvantage,

It wan the 14th day of February, the Roman
Lupercalia, and Britanicus had already been to
the forum and deawn & name from the holy
um, He now held it in his hand, » dainty
tablet, with the same of Octavia Julia in
Roman upon it A girl by that name
fuir vousin of whom he was very fond, and with
whom he had romped more than once in his
childhood days,

He wan sagely considering what b should
said hor for & presout, when the clash of the
lietors and the shouts of the slaves, who usually
followed the emporar, sounded in the courtyard,
and the young pritice glanced cut Eunt s Nero
was dismoonting from his golden chariot.
Flushed with pleasure and kingly pride the Ty
omparor rushed i:ll) into the atrinm. How
hanidsome he lo in bis purple toga, his
embrowlerad buckekin and his Iung. silken hair,
perfumel with precioos unguents and sparkling
with gold dust! Little resemblance was there
between that happy, boyish fuce and the cenel,
bestial Noro he afterwands became,

His quick wye foll on Britanicas, *Ha! my
counin, hast thou been to the forum and drawn
thy name! Why, thou art lucky,” as be read
the tablet, “Octavia in our consin, aml very
Iﬂ':ly, 1 congratulate you. "
lhlﬁm‘m not what o send her,” murmured
' her » chariot and & of i
horses, ot & (irocian upb«g’:nuuum

u;p'" knowsst very well, my cousin Dowi-

the consin of
“.ntn]:uuud.

w0 b longer. What | aamed sbal] oo

placed the expective missive in his hands, With
a bright uuod'in his bo hhAmm he
T U ts conten Waxen
mtywﬁh a lardly mon and the :
ing of & Venun in a car drawn
uml;rnulh. a fow ‘}dhlhm
ing her acceptance o privcely gi
fered courtesioa—that waa all, hl%
Britanicun.  As he alipped the
tunio, he caught the stern of
“*What have you there,
ed, reaching her hand forward,
slave carried the boy's gift to
(uoen,  She read it with a frown,
ing it, she called Nero to her and they left
room together,
What could it all mean? Bri
dered what he had done to make his
o savagely, and he felt a little
treatment of him, He could e
rising, he threw the garland
and walled out into the atriam,
“Tl;leru Nero met hiudhl:l an

(ithgut any & o
ner, the nm, m’d him
be at the that night with
and that the evening would
ure,

Britanicna hardly know
night-coming. He ancinted
on new robes, and when the
od, made hin a8
hu{ a8 0no wiah to see,

What a merry com it
ace was bright with
the laughing voices of
pleasant chorus on
wore indu in, and
“Who shall be king?
e T, A
ok for the the [
dupended upon the i of the mons
commanding such '
rious wuby AR W
When ihﬂm the turn of

ero M
middls of the room b=y

Although this was a Poquin
ane so young, the . without m
v ‘lm:urs'ml
L] t & you
girl, and hw'? a e
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A ddave shall be dispatched imumediately




