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THE WEST SHORE.

RECENT IMPROVEMENTS IN PLOWS.

The improved American plow holda s high
rank among the implements of modem hus.
bandry, not only at , but in the foreign
% apboars % be stl Wk 1h 1 capabl of boeg
it appearn to & o g
mdpyct there are constant developments of now
points of excellence. The most obvious im.
provement within the last few years consists in
theuse of hard metal, firet for the -E.md

illing

later for the entire wearing surface,
and point of the share and the bot.
tom of the land-side were the first steps in the
line of made about 30 years ago, but
within the 10 yuars attention has been di.
rocted to the mmnu of reducing the fric.
trokused 1 Sl Barcios Aud 8 S Pemgrian
troduced for thin purpose, recogn
au the beat material where soil is wholly free
from grit, but it was found thata chilled sue-
face of cast-iron, in combination with the chill-
od share and land-side, was more casily kept in
repair in all soils containing grit, s well.
known process of chilling first resorted to, con-
winted in runniog the molten metal againgt the
surface of cold iron, This method, while ren.
dering the metal barder, made it correspond.
mg!{ brittle, and required caro in the
mixture of the iron to make the chill penetrate
uniformly, This also yeguired & method
of ann with hot water, or ?
building fires on the back of the mold. L
and sometimes by covering with heated sand.
Laterimprovements in mixing metal have been
successfully made, 8o an to secure entire hard.
noss throughout, without the nhillinl process,
Plows made in this way are usually known by
appropriste names, such as “Carbon," “Dia
mond,” "*Adamsnt,” ete. Long experience has
taught that steel in cortain combinstions will
mix with melted pig iron, and with the addition
of cortain chomicals will make a

metal b ring it into molda st the t
time, wlﬂngo&m:‘in ascertained by means :}‘ihn
color, In this way the resnlt i ‘‘hardness,
uniformity and "
In formor years,
so rough that farmers wero severely tried in
:::ﬂu them bright. As plows have
r!lu polish is more difficalt to produce, as
wall a8 more durable, on metal here

the e

THE GREAT GRAY OWL

This s the Iargest kind of owl found in Amer.
iea, and perhaps equals any known slsewhare,
measuring two feet in length, wing 16 to 18
inchea (from the bend), tail 11 to 12}, The
oyos, rather small for the size of the owl, are
yollow, the short, strong bill and clawn paler,
The plumage is grayish-brown and grayish.
white in alternate bars, the pale onos widest
benoath, The back and broast have more
irragular wide stripes of same color, and on the
face they form rings.

From ita sahy colors, this species was named
w“ A century T Strir einerea, and has re.
tained this ifle name among niaturalists
ever mince. It inhabits the northorn portions
of Amerios, rarely wandering south of Iatitnde
42, though no doubt to be found on the lofty
mountain rangos of Western Amerioa much far.
ther sonth, and has bown reported o vocur in
the Sacramento valley, Another kind, how-

inanest 3 or 4 only, This owl la

vory quiet no regord

cries zttm
confinement, made & trem

of the common little eat-owl, or

wmaller than a
with & porfect]

This
nolsoless I&r"

assints in
::up. xoir a.,%m‘% nob

known to
no doubt

In ofton »

anlosp and  eatoh

their

In Alaska, the
em when they are
by hand, Even the

beal up to

savagos, howover, do not often eal owls, per-
haps more from superstitions reasons than want

of appetite.
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one of

the most

uses of an old fruit

can that can be devised in to make it contribute

to the th
Thin in done in

in plerced with one or more
sink in the earth near the pia

over, of wimilar plumage, but & fourth smaller

berry or tomato or other plauta
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