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A CRUISE TO ALASKA, IN 1835

BN JAMEN G0AWaN, I, 4

FIFCIAL CENTEXNIAL

COMMISSTON WL,

On the 26th day of May, F
ceived o dispatch from Washington

50 1 res

informing me that T had been pe
pointed by the Secretary of the Interior
ns a speclal commissioner to procure
nrticles of Indiun manufacture for the
National Museun, to be exhibited

Philadelphia during
the Centennin] Ex.
position of 1856, and
that  arrungements
hud been made for
Alnsks,
on the U. 8. Rev-
enue  steamer OV
fver  Wolcott, 1o
make eollections
among the Tidians
of the Northwest
Coast, According-
Iy, nftor haviog
made doe prepars

€ to g
me to g

ation, we left Port
Townsend on  the
7th l'nfjl:lu' for Yie-
torin, B. C, for
SOIME NECessIry siip-
I
night found our-
selves undor way

y and ot mid-

for o cruise to the
Naorth, .

The oificers of
the Waleat! were
Captuin, Charles M,
Seammon; Firut
Licutennnt, Henry
W. Harwood : See-
ond Lieut,, W. F,
Kilgore; Thinl
Licut,, W, K, Oy
cutty Chiel Engi-
necr, Ia |
Wayson; Fiest As
sistint, Horace His-
sely Second Asst,,
A Lo Bropdbent;

crew, 28, inclwling

firemen, conl puss

ey, and hoys,

The Wolcott wis
under s
to proceed to Sitka,
touching at  Font
Wrangell and Tog-
goos, and from Sit.

g onders

ka to proceed west
te the Alcutian
Tslands; snd as
there were no coal
supplies at Sitka,
we had to take on
board an  unusual
quantity at Nans-
imp, B, C., where
we arnived on the
81}:.‘ Our course

PORTLAND, OREGON, JUNE, 1878

wits o the eas

T ST |
Vancouver’s 1sland, | velochy; excopr at high aodl low wister,

affording us quite as gpood u view of | when, for a <hort time, they are quiet,
the shores on both sides, s miay be | We passl through vasily, and soon
seen while crubsing on Puget Sound, | Were at Nattaimo, where we filled ev-
we passell through | STV availuble space, even to covering
2 T | the gquarter dee WIS 1
Haro Strait and throngh Trincom the quarter Iuk1an1uiilh: witist Ill'lklhr
. : | cutter, making her ik wore lke a
Channel, till we reached Disdd Nar | L

5 ] | coal bBarge than & vevenue stenmer.,
rows, o Narthumbierdam!  Channel,

west of Gabriole Lalund,  Through

From View

Whe tefi Nunaimo the pest aftermoon,
these narrows the tiles rush with great jand prssel) ap the Strait or Gulf of
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Georgin, reaching Seymour Niutvows
at 4 A M, Jw

tothy and passing

through that turbwlent passage ar slack
High water, which was b quiet a5 1o
eatse thome officers who  hal never
passed it before, to regand the stories
of B terrors a8 opomyth, But before
we returned all hands were satisfied
that Seymonr’s Narrows are fraught
with grem dangens, i it was in this ‘
very passage where l
bt n few duys aitor

wie hnd gone

throngh ifely, tie

Uy 5, steaship

it

struck on
a sunken ek pmd
was tally Tost
sinking  in nearly
100 fWthoms ol
wiler, Seymour
Narows lie by
tween Valdes s
Ll abd  the enst
coblt of Vantay

Land, i st

o o ot
The temperatiire of 1l
the water, av e
ported by the eogi

nuer, wiis 50 deg, in
Fuca Struit, 6o e
in the Strpt of
Gieprgin ofl Naone
bmoy and 5o ey
mller passing  Sey-
mour Nariows,
weliieh s 1o he i
counted for in the
fullowing manner :
The wmperatire ol
nileg, was that of
the Pacific ocean,
brotight in by Fuca
Strait on the south,
nod from  Queen
Chardone's  Souul

I Johinstin's
Straft on the notth,
The temperature of
fo e, i the Strait
of Livorgin win oa-
chsioed,  umdonhe
elly, by the fresh
Wwaters ol the many

fnbl sirepmy,

andl the fluts on the
cast wide of Vane
ouver's Island be-
coming heated. ly
the summetr  wun,
whith at that time
wan at g0 degrees,
I'he warim, fresh
witer fowing on
the surface of the

salt water of the
Creorgian stralt or

pull, was what was

Hipped up by the ‘
engineer,




