November.

THE WEST SHORE.

39

ABOUT EARTHQUAKES,

Those mild yearnings of terrestrial
bowels which are felt periodically in
California, nnd recently “shook up" our
dear Oregon, can hardly be ealled earthe
quakes, though the term admits of no
degree of comparison, These demon-
strntions which engulf n ety or brenk
the china on the kitchen deesser, has
but one word todeseribe it There is
no doubt thut our Pacific Const earth-
uakes are miserably deficient in sin.
cerity wnd other  positive  qualities,
They wmay be couleunded with the
rumbling of distant whecls, or a passing
gust of wind; and are not fult ouside
the walis of our dwellings—which lattes
e notin themselves types of perfict
security,  P'eople are very apt to think
little of the foree that shakes the walls
of their tenements who are fmiliar
with the duily spectacle of twostory
dwellings  propelled quietly through
the thuroughfares of theircity, Your
true eartheuuke, on the contrary, is apt
to upset all preconceived thebries of
\Inhi[h_.'. attncks people on the strect,
grips the ground under their feet with
i firns by and overthrows with them
such time-honored figurey of rhetoric
n¢ Ythe sure and firm set earth," ferra
irmr il thee like,

It ‘muy be, however, that even such
equivocal demonstrations as are felt on
thin goasty nre suffigient to satisfy some
pcn{)le. The theory of gravitation was
prabably made as patent to Newton b
the fall of the pippin s if he had been
Shonnetted™ by a boulder. But when
we finished the roading of the re-
porters’ account of the latest earths
quake, it occurred to us that it may be
ingtructive to turn back to the desérip-
tion of another, which unfortunately
left fow intelligent survivors to record
it. The earthquake at Lishon on the
November, 1755, was of such a
v

clur.
The weather for same diys previouy
to the fatal event had been clear amd
very wirm for the semon, and the
morning of the 1t of November itself
win ishered in with a hrilliant sun and
ncloudless sky. A few minutes after
nine o'tlock, a rumbling nolse was
heand  like distant  thunder, which
aradually incressed until it excelled the
londest roar of cannon; and then oc.
curred the first shoik, It shook the
city 1o its founilutions, and vverwhelmed
the inhabitunte with consternation, Thie
howses walved to and fro with such
violence that the upper stories immedi-
atedy el e rm-“m! their aecupints
IImf the passengens in the strects to
death.  The motion of the earth was
so vehement that it was impossible to
stand upright, anil the effects of 5o un-
cxpected and frightful a concussion
were rendered doubly terrific by o thick
gloom which overspread the light of
tay.  Thousands rushed into the strects
to wseipe being buried in the ruins of
their cllu'u"ll'mg‘, anidl made their way
over heaps of rubhish to the great
squure in front of St Paul’s church, to
e ont of the reach of Mlling stones,

The great church of St Paul's itself
had fullen, and iovolved an immense
multitwde in its destruction,  The st
of November wus the festival of All
Salnts, and from an carly hour the
chvrches had  been  crowded  with
devotees and  ecelesinstics.  Most of
thesie, in the act of religions worship,
wore at once killed or miserably man-
gled.  Such of their congregutions as
cwaped, including many triguilnrm of
the ¢horch in their episcopal and purple
rnrments, rushed o the side of the
river as toa place of comparative safety,
Priests in thelr sacerdoml sestments,
lhibles half dressod ar with tattered
elothes, and an inimense ¢opcourse of
;ﬂ:n;!lc of wll ranks ol nﬁ“. were here
pesembled, supplicating Heaven upon
their knees, lmi with agoniging shouts
repenting  their  Miseracordia  mcs
fYog, L the midst of their anguish
and’ their devations, the second  great
shock enme on, nearly as violent as the
first, completing the work of destruc:
tion. The gcnrrnl comslernation was
at its height, and the shricks and cries
of Miseracordia resounded from one
end of the town to the other. The

charch on the top of St. Catharine’s
Hill, after rocking to and fro, fell with
a tremendous crash, and killed great
numbers who had sought pretection on
that eminence. ﬁe

But the most terrible

consequence of the second shock fell
on those at the water's side.  On a sud-
den, the river, which at that part is four
tiles hromd, was observed to heave and
swell in a most unacoountable mAnner,
since no wind was stirring at the time,
In an instant there appeared at some
small distance n large body of water
rising like a mountain, which came on
fouming und roaring, rushing towards
the shore with fenrful impetuosity,
The crowd attempled to retire before
ity but the motion of the water wis 1oo
vick to permit escape in s depse 8
throng, ?'hr volume of water lurst
upon them, and sucked back into its
tremendons vortes, amid shrieks and
wailings, the defenceless  multitude.
A magnificent quay that hail been re-
cently built of rongh murble at n vast
expense, wis at this moment entirely
swallowed up with all the people on
it who hal crowded there IJnr refuge.
Numberless boats and  small vessels,
likewise, which were anchored near i,
and were full of persons whe had
thrown themselves into them with the
idea that the place of greatest safety
was on the water, were all a\\'l:pl awiy,
leaving no trace behingd,

In the meantime, the ships in the
river were tumbled and tossed ahoot as
in a storm; some broke their cables and
were carried to the other side of the
Tagus; others were whirled roumd with
incredible swiftness; several large boats
were turned keel upwards; sl all this
tertible commotion occurred without
uny wind, which rendered it the more
mstounding,  According to the account
ol a shig ter whoe el the
coneussion i survived its dangers, the
while city of Lishon, as surveyed from
the river; was waving backwards and
forwands like the sea when the wind
first begins to rise; that the agitation
of the earth was ko great, even under
the river, that it threw up his large
anchar from the mooring, and carrivd
it to the surfuace of the water; and that
immediately the river vose near twenty
fect, and v instantly, subsided. Upan
this event he saw the quay with the
whale concourse of people npon it sink
downy and at the same tinie eyery one
of the boats dnd vessels near £ wis
drawn into the cavity, which instantly
closed upon them, so that not the least
sign of & wreck was ever seen pfter-
wards, It is worthy of remark, that
this noble quay was the only place in
Listion that was entirely swallowed up,
the destruction in other parts only
amaunting to demolition,

Afler all the devastations und Horrors
of the twnpmcedin shocks, the measure
of misfortune mipﬁal stem at its full,
Bhut o thind shock was still in sore 10
complete the misery of the wrotched
population, It was somewhat  less
violent than the two former, though
the water rushed in sgain und retired
with the same rapidity. Such was the
Impotuosity with which the river was

moved, that some vessols were cust
upon d ground that had ridden in
seven fa sof water, This alternate

rising and sweeping back of the waters
wis repeated several times, committing
on ench occurrénce extensive injury ind
destruction. At this period it was gen.
erally believed that the city of Lishon
was doomed to be entirely swept from
the face of the carth,

But the ecarthquake had now come
pleted its ravages, and gave place o 4
taging element not leéss inexorable and
desolating. In a hundred places m
once the fames bomst forth with such
fury that the whole city appeared in a
blaze, The commencement of the cori-
flagration was owing not so much to
the discharge of subterranean fires,
which issued fram fissures in the earth,
ne to other circumstances which ren.
dered it inevitable.  As is ususl in
Catholic countries on days of high
festival, every altar In every church
nnid chapel was illuminated with wax

tapers atid lampa, and these falling with |

the curtainy and timber work during
the convulsion, soon gave a heginning
to the fire, The neighboring buildings
caught the flames alremdy kindled Iu‘y
kitchen and other fires in private dwell.
ings, and spread them throughout the
city. The destruction of life und prop-
erty during the conflagration was al-
miost equal to that caused by the earth-
quake, since it was six days before it
was finally arrested and extinguished,
The total loss of life in these several
disasters ie estimated variously at from
30,000 1o 60,000 souls.

To enumerate and treat in detai] 4!

[ 3
quire more time and space than the

limits of a newspaper article afford,
But the earthquake at Messina claime
attention as u representative one, and

kﬂal'ngﬂl b, This ¢ity, situnted between
Mount Etna and the Charybdis, and at
no great i e from the vol of
Lipari and Strombali, must have been
in all ages lable to suffer by earth-
quakes,  [texcaped talerably well how-
ever from the earthquake of 1693,
which destroyed a fourth part of the
cities of Sicily, and algo from the other
convulsions 1o which that portion of
the earth wis subject until the year
1785 The autumn of the precoding
year was ubusually cold and rainy.
Fahrenheit's thermometer was often as
low as 66 degrees. The succeelding
winter was dry; and the mereury never
fell under 55 degroes: and what is un-
common in that season, storms were
now and then observed to rise from the
west,  The pilots in the channel ob-
werved that the tides no longer rose at
their wsual periods, and the gull of
Charyludis mged with extraordinary
fury. On'the sth of February, 1783,
the air was heavy and calm; ‘the sky
obseured with thick cloyds, and the at-
mosphere soemingly all in o flame.
About hulf-past twelve at noon, the
varth began to shake with a deeadiul
noise,  The shocks continually in-
creased, and became ut length o violent
an 1o open the ground, and to overturn,
intwa or three minutes, o considerable
part of the buildings, A long white
clond appeared to the northwest; and
s00n n!{::r another, very dark, in the
same quarter of the heavens,  The lat-
ter in 0 moment spread over the whole
horizon, and deluged the city with rain
and hail, secompanied with dresdful

clips of thunder,  The inhabi fled

cannot very well be dismissed in a | Srtion

founded o s rock, It stood nnmeved by ail the
shorks of the earthquake,

Bl Willinm Hamilton, wha traveled fnte Cala-
brls ! r the b i

y wite: quakie, arrived 4y
Ahka 1l futed wpat om tve 10th of May, and bis ob-
bl Aranser)!

rultied, it obhies bo; ll-lr?l:i b
auny, m part o whid wank
abore u foot bulow L levol of tho sen. The hows
Ang of the dogs i the strsels of Mossing, & fiithe
belore tho arthiuake ware o0 loud and teerifin,
thal onders weiw sent to kill tham: mnd o is s
that during the sarthiiake firn bl been wan 1o
e from the crnekn of the quny; bub o
i persu thial thin, ma iy other en

E
i
:
£
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vapor with alectric s, er a kind of e
Bammable air. Hore alao e won informed, thas
the whock ol tho dth of Felruary hud been from
the bottom wpwards, but 1he submigueot ones pan-
arwlly havtwoutal o vartiooss. A momarkable’ eir-
umstanco was obwerved ol Messinn, sud thauugh
Who whole sonst of Daluhyrin, whicl had beaty mont
affvotod by the saethiquake, vis, thit o small Hah
ealbil elairalli, mwlilﬂn‘ this ﬂnliilb white- it
ot Largor, which ussally [ ok tha bottom of the
wea, iirvaid in the send, had, alter (e commonone
it o Lo Ehin meoinnb was wiliben, con=
timned (o bo taken near the sy il Lhit o
wuch abivndunos s to b ssmmon food for e ot
ot wirt of people . whrens bufure (he srtheaahoe
Uhii flahs was nrnmd reckatind amnng the el
oot dulicaclen.  Fuab of wll kinds woro alan taken
in gronter wbunidanos on thawe consts piter tho
LR

ul 4l ik L H
wiioh Hir Willivm supposss to have boen ooess
mlowed mithar by thr vabde matter Tnviog hented
the bottom of tho sea, or that the continmsl
Atiior of tha marth hag foromd Vhem out ol their

eirsata

The dlssstrous “)nu ol thits sartliquake was
wareely comploted, \hi olaamn which it bad
npesad dn W eroniml were still yawniing, sud the

¢ inhabitauts of the wdjacent eountry will

sbled with torvor, whon the elements sgain
ronnwed thaie fury to ravage this uisersble lani.
O Tuesday the G of January, 1784, aboul =
riow, Ui winidl began to blow snthly from the north.
ik, won gonbunlly swulled, s beyund ile
Tl with rpld impetuanity, averiliwed
il Maesning, snil Dihmd with ity ows the ruine
of b Palarattn. 18 Loowined shinplinced man
f thie stonea of the mols, sprend over the -hnl'lrt
shrmat, aind sttmekad thie lr--llh ol the sthtus,
whith Bad been spared by the entthiguake auid
il wtood frm smoig Ui rles. The same furis
oun wind which swollid the son in 0 extowor-
tinary w manmer, mvagnl the whols womt from
Mepeinm all the wiy (o) meuse,

Qusy

in the utmost terror to/ the fields and
the ships in the harbor, From mid-
day till five in the afternoon the earth-
quitkes continued almost without inter.
ruption,  The shogks then  became
somewhat less frequent.  The cries of
the dying; the shricks of those who
were hall buried under the ruingg the
willl terror with which others, who
wgre dtill able, attempted to make thelr
escape; the despair of futhors, mothers,
and husbands, bereft of those who were
deurest to them; these formed altos

cther & weene of horror, such aa can

uit seldom occir in the history of the

calartfties of the human race.  Amld
that awful scone, instances of the most
heroie eourige and the most generous
affection were displayed,  Muthers, re-
gardiess of thelr own safety, rushed into
every dunger to suateh theie ehildren
from deaths  Conjugal anid filial affce.
tinn prampted decds not lew degperate
and herole, Bt no sooner did the
anrthguake cease than the oot wretches
who had excaped began to feel the in.
fluence of yery different pawions. When
they retarned to visit the ruins, to seck
out the sitwation of their fullen dwell:
ings, to inquire into the state of their
families, to procure fooll wnd collect
some remning of their foriner fortunes
~—anich s found their circumatances the
most wretchid suddenly begame ani.
mated with eage, which nothing but
wild diespair could inspire.  The di
tmetion of ranks and the onler of wo
ciety were disregarded, and property
cagerly violmed. Murder, rapine, amd
luwless robibery, relpned aiong the
smoking rains.

Tha suveswding diny searcely alleviated the dis
frwws o Abe (eemidful night b fow westobes whe
whill mureived, found Dembeelves of avery
necesty, lingth ondur was in some degre
reestabilishied; il in bwo dugs aftar avery
wi supplionl ot lonst with sme small portion of
tha pacesstion for pulidetencs, Bul pone e yel

the ruips.  The eommon
dente o the plain oF Ports Salew, orar the lown
iof Saller, e wpiibles, meagisteaton, and morhanta,
u suotber plain, ow the other mids of the stiean
Tarta o) abid 10e soddbers gb Torrs Naeve
Home viulenl shoeks, which wars agnin felt on the
{ Vith of February sl the 28 of March, siswt
completed the destruetion of We aily, The eun
| ﬂu&«hﬂ huwernt, sscaped without damage

fand Whewr tesis

reginin ko,
in hastily bnilt &t Uhe B, and afters
u-n.:.:""l‘I ™ Tewer ol

i ithtake

war

iﬂvl,:lilhl -lrh[.unnml od, anid
|ty otber. Por mor han sisty dayps, the

Wh ool Fubruary o the begianing of b Maa
]lumm";nﬂhhﬂm:m it

| thias the alarm was agwin and ugaln te
pewed.  The chiof dumage which the bulldings
‘mmmusy-wmmmamn-
| of the Church of . Only the walls wers
| inft wtaniling; st vven Bad wuflered con.
wderably. Ul»hllclthﬂ-“:ﬂhﬂm-l
waa beaten to the ground, magasines of

| wrtifieind foundation,
o

thuught of retursing o Lake sp thmr abede amuag | the

ol sye=wril il Ahin berm onn
Yo apphiod to people te situations which (sx tho
i lmnu-rm-n o peoulinr inlerest.  The
anthir o Wideh's Teamels; who sijiyed nn sarthe
ake oxperienc i Zantn in the yoar 152 gives
i fublvwing Ldna o, it fools
#Whin the secvant lod ma to my room, he loft a
lll‘: brman dnmy lightnd on n gonilercus carenid
Labile oy A oy it alie 1o hat o which | shegt,
My bl o o viaal du thike danil, was without s
snppyy anel opeen whove.  As suon na | Kot ity ity
1 lay !’m Bl G gasing oo Uhe eeillog, with
tmany losaling bean of persans wnl things Banting
o Yy i, even the grotesgun Ggures wore 4
wiiroo of mimseplend oo, wud | remember Gl
e e kg bl b wiiibe 1 wan vk mabog
oul (ned rescmblances W many porans 1wy
misjratntod wit
STl et mtastion | rveealleoh wan ona Tndes=
epfbably tremendons. Thio lomp wis il Terbe
g, bt the whide room wes (0 otion,  The
Mgsarme om thip ool g sawmmd o b sibmated, sk
watw obanging placos; prwnently thay were di-
tachadd from abivm, andl, With large fragments of
Ahe corndon, Aul] wpain re and aboul the pom.  An
indethnnbite malanchioly humming sasd seond 1o
imtsn Promm the earth sud ronalong the eutslds of
e Biome, withy i s of vibestitin that vemminl-
antd i initaberable nnreous felingg and ©expwiis
onsed & Hietuating motlen, which Weew me [+
ke s by s 00 L it st o o the fiigade,
mnil avmrtaken Uy o wbome The houe i sosiie
teiat a el ormah. A Tege purtion
i i ?ulna!m tha ik
ey o timgyiihed the bamp, and beft mo in 00
ditkume, while ot (e e jnstant the ek
winlla apied a bt ime, sid the blue ok, wilh &
brught atar, baanum for m moment visibla Whroagh
wotby uf Uhiw chantis, | oo (iie s off iy beddelnihes
whel sttemptid 4 seape from the tothering hoiee;
Bt Ui vt of the wall aind ewiling had 1o thoked
u the piassagty that 1 aoubl not open the dosr, snid
U mguins mn baik to my bed; aml insbisetisoly
wallod ovar T.I{ fuce W thick eaveriuly 10 protect
rtl'rln he Dl tragmantn.
S bt poricd | bnd mob the moad dictant
oomongthon of the causn of Won semmation, Tl
whole inn fow soounids, gt tuoh was

e effect ol each cnmsfanos hit it g
my mind aa distant an fogieesion se f e o
w0l my sluw and regulae, SN

Beaaihid menbgen o rosson for (8 bt At the by
W mi»ﬁ o dadl, il an inoident goourmed which
caubod Uhie truth (y Sash ol vnow on -P].'Inlml.
e atond [n the wpmare n:pnlh he Paleras &
tall, whowdar sboapla of = Uk sh ountaluing
w ring bEblle, whieh | bl romarked [n the dyy;
thewe wew Began bo jangle with & wild, nusarshly
sound, i some pownriul Baid had sised o
adition babow, nnil was eigiog Lo belln by sbaking
the steeyile, 1 wan thad | had the Rreg din-
linct gonoeplion of my sivaation.
ST found that the warthipuake we hnd Lalkadd so
Ightly ul'-ulqlulltlm 1 falt that [ wan in
et gl oum of Uyoss wwlal vishiations whish
deateoy Uhousands i o el —wharn the super-
Iuben u Jnbidh o] il weems fur @ semsnn to withe
drw itmell, mud the frame of the marth o oufford
W tumbie oo raine by M uwi sonvalbope. |
cantit ikseribe my sensstione whea | thuy aw
el fult wroand we Uhe o ol wadurs, sl that

sppmaraers, bt thin was uln: likm the
ardinary thoughts or kpprbeiyions fug In
Bhe oommin way, the sosstions wers sa Ll rent
o0 an rarthageaie anil & 3

“Hiut this burribls convalibon osasel iu 3 iwo-
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