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HISTORICAL ADVENTURES ON THE
FACIFIC COART."

CAFT. COUR EOFAGE TO T NONTHWRST
COAST,
L] O AL P K VICTOR

The period hetween 1774 and 1788

is an important one in the history of

the Northwest Cooit, ns it embraces
not anly the fnal decline of Spanish
power on (ke North Pacific, but also
the temporary supremacy of Great
Britain, snd the advent of American
verels fn thee waters

The following i a list of the vessels
krnown to have visited the waters con.
tiguons o e territory pubisequently
clalmed by dbe Unitod States, from the
time of Hecela's discovery of the en-
tranee of the Columbia, to the first
appearance of American vessels north
uf California

This Resadution, Capty James Cook,
from Plymouth, England, on o voyage
of diwcovery, 1775

The Disearery, Copts Charlis Clarke,
from the same port, on the same erramd;
1778,

A French exploring expelition, La
Perause, eommaniler, 1780,

An English vessely Jumes Hanna,
mastery trading from Nootka Sound to
Macaw in Chineg uniler the Portuguese
g, 1785-'86.

Two English vewels, Lowrie and
Gilsey masbers, trading from Nootkn
Sowmd to Macao, Chinag under the Eus
Tdin Company s Hag, 1pio,

Two Englishi vessels, Mears and Lips
pingey ouisters, by the some trale, umber
the wiie Mg, 1756,

Ship Fmperial Eugle, from the port
of Ostend, Nurkely, mnster, teading
Frorm the Norihwest Comst to Canton in
Chimay ubder e fag of the Austrian
15ast Tmilia Company, 1355,

Ship Feliee, John Meats, mnster,
tnding From Noatha Saund to Mucao,
oder the Portigzuese Mage, 1758,

Ship £AGrenda, Wme Douglas, mas
tery trading fiom Noatka Sound to
Macao, wiiler the  Portuguese Nag,
1758,

Ship Colwehin, J0lin Kendrick, mase
tery fron the port of Hoston, Missas
chisetts, brading from the Northwest
Cloast 1o Canton iy China, inder the
Amierican flag, 88,

b Sloop Waskingtor, Rolrt Gy,
mastery from thie sanie port, in the <ame
tende, 188,

1wl belnicessasy to the unders
standing of what follows, and of the
remrons it ded (o the sudiden SWO0p-
iz dtown of different nationalities upon
I fisrsoff Notliwest Const of Americn,
that some deeaiint shoald here be given
af the voynges sl pissions of these
vessoli, i expeditiin of Capt, Cook
having besn e chief promoter of all
e remt, deseryis special attention,

the North Atlantic side of the Ameri-
can continent, and many journeys in-
Innd undertaken with the ohject of =
certaining its width,

or navigable channel across the con-
tinent, had not vet heen explored.
While Spain had been Jooking for the
Strait of Anian on the west side, Eng-
land had been equally diligont on the
cast.  The “Fretum Aninn in the South
Sea, through the northwest passage of
Meta Incognita,” continued to be the
illusion in which kings and sea-captains
1t wan with the wvowed in-
tention of encouraging the search for a
notthern passage to the Pacific that
Charles the Secoml, made in 1666, his
magnificent grant to the Hudson’s Bay
Company. At that time the Company,
o famoun in the early settlement of
Oregon, was styled “The Company of
Adventurers of England, trading into

Hudson's Buy.”  King Charles hoped
that (e explorations of the Company,

which would  natuenlly take place,

water communication across the norths
lem portion of the American continent.

These expectitions made no allgw-
ance for that part of the continent lying
north of Californis, and the general be.
liel was that the Pacific ocean was al-
most immediately west of Canada, but
s one expidition after another penetra-
ted farther anid farther west, the contis
nent continued to brpaden out, marvels
ously; yet as late as 17450 reward was
offered by the Englivh Parlinment, of
twenty thouspnd pounds, for the: dis
covery of a northwest passage “throwgh

Hudson's Bay, by ships belonging to
Hin Majesty's subjects™  And still later
oyt parlioment oflfersd w similar
rewand o the owners of any ship be.
longeing to Tlis. Majesty's serviee, or to
the commander amd crew of any ship
belotiging to ITis Majesty, wlieh shoull
find out any sueh passage, and sail
through ity between the Atantie and
Pacific ooeans, in any: diregtion, or un-
der any parallel north of the sad. At
the same thme that these offers of re-
ward testitied o the ignorance of the
navigaturs of that day, they stimulated
them o great exertions, and led ot last
to the more perfectund seientific explo-
rations of (,“;lpt, James Cook, s his re-
ports did to all the other expeditions
immedintely following.

Upon the adoption by parliament of
the resolutions above mentioned, Capt,
Cook, who had just returned from a
voyage of discovery about the south
pole, offered Wik services to conduct
such an expedition of discovery s was
hal i contemplation.  His proposal
being accepted, he was instructed to
proceed, at once, by way of the Cipe
of Gl I[upt‘. New  Zealand  and
Otaheite, to the const of Newe Alblon,

1t by been vomarked in anothet
phace that the power of Spain and the
tinte of Ber navigators had been e
lining almodt from the beginning of
the agth centiry, At the time when
Hivota, b dont of his discoviery of the
Clibumbin viver, gave it the name of
Ty e River 5 repint to the Spun-
I groverinens, Spain ranked lowest
ol any of the great maritime nations of
Furope.  Never much renowned for
Bterature of scletce, shie was then far
behind Englin ), France or Holland in
thoss scientifi |

wokeries which gave
greatly dnctoned offectivencss, speed
anl wecutity to the vesels of those na.
tions. For thicteen veurs after the
nence of 17263, Great Britain had annu.
ally sent Well sppointd

in the Soulh Pag 1
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while many expeditions were made on
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menning that portion of the California
const discovered by Drake, and 5o
named 3 and to make the land in latis
tude 45 degrees, whenee he wits o ex-
Lamine the const northward,

Capls Cook win also instructed not
to touch upon any part of the coast be.
longing to Spain, unless forced to do so
by stfess of wenther or aceident, in
[ which cise he wis to avaid giving of.
|fetiee 1o the subjects of Tis Catholic
Majesty.  The samne caution whs given
imorespect (o the Russian settlements,
extending then from Behring's Straits
to the toth parallel,  The limits of
Rumsian discovery were probably un.
known to parfiament, 85 wis alao the
mare recent action of the Mexican goy-
emment in sending out exploring expe.
ditions; and Capt. Cook acted i gowl
faith in following his instruttions, which
were to begin his vearch for Frefum
Anfan st ltitude 65 degrees, though
that wis Russinn territoty, as New "Al
I blon was Sganish tervitory.

The theory of a Mediterranean Sea, |

woull lead to the desired discovery of |

Further, Couk's instructions were

ment of the natives, whase consent he
must ohtain before taking possession of
inhabited countries in the name of the
King of Great Britain. Amongst those
willing subjects of his King, he was to
distribute such articles as would remnin
in proof of his having been there; and
of uninhahited countries he was ordered
to take possession by $setting up proper
marks and inscriptions, as fint discov-
crers and powsessors.”  This was de-
cidedly much more fuir and open than
the course of Spain, whose monks set
un crosses in Msecret phln--" 1o tuke
ossession of a4 country alrendy in-

abited, 1t woulll have saved trouble
if Capt, Cook had adhered to this part
of hils instructions as ffthfully as he did

| to some othurs, )

| On the sath of July, 1776, Cook
| saled from Plymouth, in the ship Keso.
| dution, accompiunied by the Discovery,
| Ciptuin Churllt'h Clarke, Doth vessels
were thoroughly equipped for the ob-
Ieet tn view, and their officers were s
['well chosen as their fornishing was
werfeet,  There was no haste about
lthi-. well :lf:p(lhllml expedition, It
salled araund the Cape 6f Goad Hope
and through the undless Southern
Oeesn to Van Dieman's Land, on the
borders of the Pacific, A year was
spent cruising ahout among the islands
of this portion of the Pacific, from New
Zeblnnd 1o the Society Lalands,

It was already the Spring of 1778
before the prow of the Kesolution was
turned towards Drnke's New Adbfon;
hut onee turmed in this direction no time
wan lost,  On the run over, the Sand-
wich Islands were discovered, Had
Cipt. Cook turried as long there on
this oceuslon an he subsequently did,
there might not be anything to record
eoncerning the English claims on the
Northwest Const; but tarvy he did not,
and arvived in sight of the Oregon
const March 5th, when the wenther was
s disagrecable as March weather in
this regiomcan bey  The vessels were
driven one hondred miles south of 4y
degrees, Caok employing the time in
taking correet longitudes, and, turning
bark us soon o the storm ubated, he
had discovered Cape i"lu{tcl)' between
48 and 4o deg. by the 224 of the month,
ﬁingllinl‘{_\-‘ enough, Cook was docelved
as the Spanish navigators had baen be-
fure him. He looked for the Strait of
Fuea Tetween the g7th and 48th paral-
lels, and not finding it, decided that no
such passage existed as deseribed by
the Greek, and progeeded nonthward
wbout one degree, where he found a
small, commodious hiurbor which he en.
tered and where he remained a month
in total unconsciousness of the fact that
he hind actually named the Cape at the
entrance to the looked for Stenits, and
equally unconscious that the Friondiy

the Mort Saw Lorenza of the Spanish
navigntor Perex; though on discover-
ing that the native name was Nootka,
he chinged it from Friendly Cove to
Nootka Sound, which it retains to-
day,

Captain Cook records that the natives
received him kindly, being yery cager
fo trade in the skins of  waolves, foxes,
bear, deer, raccoon, pole-cats marting,
andin particular, of the sea-otters which
are found in the islunds east of Kamtch.
atka.”  His account of the manufacti-
res of the natives agrees with that of
Friats Pens and Crspi, who accompa-
nied Perez in 1774 He savs: o De.
siiles the skim in their pafive shape,
they also brought garments made of
the butk of a tree, or some plant like
hemp, (this is the inside bark of the ce-
dar tree); weapons, such s Lows, ar-
tows and speirs; fish-hooks, and instru-
ments of various kinds; wooden visors
of many monstrous figures; a sort of
woonden stull or Blanketing s bags filled
| With red ochre; pieces of carved wood.

Lwork, beads; and several other little or-
l\hapn] I

aaments of thin brass and iron,
T.ikw. i harse-shoe, which they hung at
their noses, and severul chisels or pieces
of iron fixed in handles,”

The charncter which Captain Conk
gave the natives was hardly so0 correct
a3 his observations on the manufactures,
After remarking on their general fair.
ness in tradey be says: % They were
thieves in the strictest sense of the word;
for. they pilfered nothing from us but
what the knew conld be converted to
the purposes of privte utility, snd had
A teal valve acconling to their estima-
tion of hings.”

very complete in regard to his treat- P

ove i which be was anchored was ||

In other things he was som
osed 1o be deceived, He f::rja“u?{:r

ihospitable selfishness in de,

puy for wood and water, %y m
tion of their exclusive right 1o eye
thing which thelr land pmlumm
adds that “they scem to be COlMeoy,
docile, and Eml-nnturu‘l, but quiick ju
resenting what they look upon 8y
Jjury; and, like most passionate |
soon forgetting iL"  We of thi
know that the Indian neyver fi
John Ledyard, the adventurous
necticut traveler; who w,
on board the Resalution in the Ttmible
capacity of corporal of mariges,
ahn;pcr perceptions, and called them
“holil, ferocions, aly and temrved, nog
cusily moved to anger, but revengfil iy
the extreme;" a judgment whigh later
events fully confirmed,

From the fact that he found same
silver spoons in possession of the Nool-
ka Indinns, and from the correspondin
fact, also, that they did not g pear ty
bie either alarmed or surprised ar fhe
appearance of his vesscls, Capt, Cook
came to the very just conclusion thay
other ships must have been there before
him, The Indians, however, denied
having  bad previous knowledge of
white men anr{ their vessely, and Cook
felt compelled to believe them, and 1
forget the evidence of the spoong and
other things in the interest of his Ki
and country; such is the mutalilip I}
human opinion under pressure, The
native who sparted his uecklace of
stolen spoans, must have hugged him:
self in his bask shirt with extra satisfae.
tion when he saw the Engligh Captain
depart under the belief that his §
were the first foreign bottoms that had
taken out thelr papers from that port|

On leaving Nootka Sound, Captain
Cook proceeded nlong up the coust,
looking for the strait which Sante
tenderl to have discovered, though he
didd not give much credit to the
if we muay believe his professions. On
the second of May, he passed near to 3
beautifuly conieal’ mountiing under the
‘?]‘lh parallel.  Three years before
Jodega had sailed around the base of
this  mountain, which he named the
San Facinte, and had illhl.'uvuud twa
bays in the windings of the sho
which he called Poré Remedias
Lurt  Guadalupe, vespectfully, As ut
Nootka, Cook rediscovered and res
numed these places, changing piou
San Facinfe 10 sccular Mount Ed.
recombe, and Port Remédiano Bay of
slands; all of which nomenclature was
wasted, so far ax the King's interests
were concerned, as will be seen heres
after,

The voyage of Capt. Cook wan pro.
tructed for some months longer on the
more northern portion of the Ameriean
copsty but as he did not discover &
northwest passage, and as we have fol-
lowed him ss far north as the boundary
ine of any territory ever claimed hy
the United States™ under treaty, we
muity to save time and space, content
ourselves with considering the results
of his expedition to the political and
commercial world; results that have
extended down to our own time,

The more perfect instruments in pse
on board Cnu?:'n vessels, determined the
latitude and especially the longitode of
conat, s it had never before been deter-
mined, yand, consequently, established
the great I:rwllhu\':lj the northem pore
tion of the continent, to the complete
refutation of the absurd travelers' tales
that had so long circulated, both in
“enmp and court™ all over Europe.
Cook was o man of good practical bus-
iness ideas; and when he beheld the
vast extent of country fit for settlement
that was Jying unoccupied by civilized
rates, and considered the profis that
might arise from u trade even with the
natives, and from the fisheries that
might be cartied onin the seas contigs
uaus, he could not but report most fave
orably upon them, He had the proofs
of what he said on board his vessels;
for his men collected from the Tndiank
for very trifling pay, furs that sold in
Canton for more " thay ten thousand
dollnrs,

Cook, himself, perished at the hands
of the natives of the Sandwich I
lands, in the year following his visit to
this coast, nnc’l his journal, for politic
reasons, was withheld from publication
for & period of six years; hut rumors
were circulated by private individuals
{ that were already directing attention
the furtrade of the Northwest when
| the event took place which will be de-
!seribed in the following chapter.
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