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HISTUKICAL ADVENTURES ON THE | coverers—neglect.  Not onlyadid the
PAULFIC COAST. Viceroy fail to reward him,but he wis
vhre seancn SR II-IIl FANSAIE 100 1ABI L E"'l“"‘;l.‘" ""upl'mmlf'l hy tht. English,
SO AN LT N to whom, in resentment, he offercd his
B = v (services,  Strangelyindifferent, too, the
4 I Vieeroy appeared—for he made no at-
Lhe tesire to find g shorter route 1o tempt to sugvey or fortify the strait so
India through the South scas, as the | long soughty and as he had reason to
Pacifie continued to be culled, had not| believey Wk lnst found. Perhaps he
abated in‘Burope since the beginning | feared to inyie altention to Its existance.
of the'thth century, Englishand Duteli | [n the meantime Philip 11, changing
navigaturs were searching for it on the | the national policy hat, was de-
epstern side of the continent; and Spans | girous of colonizing his American pos-
ish navigutors, us we have sven, on the | sessions; bup be made the mistuke of
westorn side.  There wad a fiction cur- | supposing that when be sent a colony
rent, started |-_\' one Giasper Cortereal, | 1o Rio Grande del Norte he was nctually
that there existod a strait beginning on seitfing Coliforninl In‘.l\it(vur'i.ni[u.ic
the comst af Labirador, throngh which | gud longitude, the width and extent of
he had wailed into the Pacific, and | {he eontiment were quite beyond the
which e called the, Strait of Apiien; | comptehionsion of the Spanih sdientific
nor were there lacking those who stilly | mind,
in the ltter part of the contury, imsisted | Ap the very close of the (hth centiiry
that they Knew such a strait to exist,| petive operations were resumed by
andd that it opened into the Pacific illl“\[tﬂ.:(,‘ with the object of survesi
Iatitwle about gow, . Ax the Spunish had | g plan
explorerd the const nliiost s far noeth [ the Paclilc; and in these expeditions,
as that, the npinion prevailed thiat they I’..|' which Viseanio wis lender, setile
might have overlooked ity o at least | jents were made 8t virions pnin!a
might not quite hove: reachied it hat {along the eoast of California, as far
never that it dild not exist, Many, ite | north ns Monterey,  When this had
deed, were the Saailor! yarm' penple | beon done, Vischnio continned his vov-
were callad wpon o believe in thode Apre to the north, and meeting with
dnys of pure Wdventure, when kiow- strung woles, took refuge in g bay in
ledge bl so ittle to do with the dis- | lutitode sbout 380, which he named
covery uf the New Waorlil, Some of | San Franciseo; though, probably, not
them furmish very curious reading o | the same by entered by Drake, sl
the prosent tine, especially ane which | ealled San Francisco by moderns,  Vis
refurs to an expédition fom Callag, in | canfo: wian searching for traces of the
Peru, In s6yo, to the North Pacific, | wreck of one of the Manilla gallcons,
with the purpose of intercepting vessels | which was supposed to be in this vicin.
from “Boston in New England,” which | ity, but he found nothing: of ber, He
were seirching for a northwest pass- | continued his voysige again, until the
age. The New England paval service | cold, strong winds in latitude 427, coms
eoulil not have been rockoned as very | pelled bim to put ahout, as hiv men

T

g ealonies along the coast of

formidable so soon afier the tanding of
the Pilgrim Fathers.

It to retom to A period somowhar
earlier: The government of Mexico
had ooticedd with alurm the elfors made
by other natipns to discaver the parsage
to DTiding il was also informed of the
rurored Straits of Anian,  Therefore,
when Juwan de Fueny uftor the caplure
of the gadleon, had at beagth arrived in
Meaicn, he was employed by the Viee-
roy tweommanid an expedition for the
discovery of that steait, aod instrocted |
to fortify the ¢nteance when found, in
order W prevent other nations, especi-
ally the English, ffom passing through
it The finst expedition, made. about
1500, resulied innothing of importance;
bt i 1592 he repeated his wtempt aod
diseovered, ss he helleved, the vertable
pissage b0 Lding i lotitede 38150 —
otherwise the stmit  that hears  his
adopred name, with o *San" before ity
after the S]uninll manner of “Sainting"
evervthing, These ure his own words
coneerning the discovery:  “Heing en-
tereil thos far into the suid strait, and

were nearly all down with seurvy, He
named & high, white blulf, Cape Sau
i’zkm‘-m-lhe point of his fetbrd, Tt

fas. ot far enough north) for Lape
Mlaneo, and  was ]mﬂmﬁl_\- W=
covered when he saw it.  But whither
it wis Paint St, George, near Crescent
City, or one of the promontories further
north, it is-certain that Viscanio saw
the Oregon comt in 1603, His piloy,
Floyes, whose vessel hid heen separated
from him by the gale, and was driven
before it to the sheler of Cipe Mendo-
cino, had been in'amore northern -
tde,  The nceotmt be gave of his voy-
age in rocorded gy follows: “On the
wgth of January, the pilot, Antonio
Flores, found that they were in the
Initude of 430, where the land formed
A eape or point, called by him Cape
Hameo, From that peint the land be.
gan to turn to the northwest, and near
it wits discovered w rapid anid abundunt
river, with ush-trees, willows, brambles,
il other trees of Castile on its banks,
which they endeavored to cnter, but
conld not, from the force of the eorrint,

bigitig come into the North Sea a]nml_\-,l Ensign Martio de Aguilar, commanier,
anl finding the sen witde enough every- | and Antonio. Flores, the pilot, seving
where, and to be about thiry or forty | that they had already reachied a higher
Teagues wilde at the mouth of the strait, | latitude than had been ordered by the
where Tentered, Ethought 1 had well | Viceroy, in his instructions, that the
discharged my office; wod that not be- 1mp1.fa4.| dill nat appear, and that the
g armed e oresist the furee of the | number of the sick was very groag,
savage pevple that might happen, 1 [agreed to retumm to Acapuleo.  Jf £
therefore set wail and returned to Aca. | awpposed this viver is the one leading

puten”

The tirevk navigator bl indeed
ewell discluirged his office,”  Looking
at the discovery touday, with wodem
and Oregonian eyes, and In connection
with tram-cominental vaileoads, Foca
wis not wiong in his presuspion,
The purposes of God and nature, as dis-
played in the existenice of Tuget Sound
and the Strait of Fucs, backed, s they
are, by the most wonderful mineral, ug-
ricultural and commercial resources, are
not 1o be doubted.

"0 kI 1T, by Lo memnel, AL rights
urr-rumulw rurnﬁf

tou grreat eily, which wes divcoperad
by the Duteh when (hey were driven
thither by storms, amd that it is the
Strwit of Awiaw, through whick the
whip passed in sailing from the North
Sea to the South Sea; and that the
cily called Quivera is in these parts;
awd that this is the region refeered to
in the accoumt which His Majesty
rowd, and which induced him to ordor
this expadition”

This is the language of the historian
Torquemada, and is interesting as show.
ing the object of the expedition to have
been, so far as Philip 111 was con-

| Fisoh met) the uspal rc“,"a]‘;_[ of g]i|..,1 cernell, the finding of one or more of

' those fibulous cities spoken of in the

|uihl fictions before referred to, which
were so much in fashion.  Certainly, if
Aguilur and Flores were near enough
to tecognize ash ol willow trees on
the hunks of the Coquille or the Ump-
qjua, they say reasannbly claim to have
wdiscovered” the southern goast of
Oregan,  The winter raing had syallen
these streams inil accelernted their eur-
rent, so it wis no wonder the: little
\fragata could ot enter. It was well
for her that she did not, or she mizht
never have heen heard of more, stich
were the hospitalities of the Indinns of
that region.

The fame of this new “Strait of
Anin™ spread abroad, and was for
same time credited as being it As
lute aé 1620 the e¢hptiin of a' Manilla
vessel, pretending to examide ity de-
clared hik beliel that it was the mouth
of a channel connecting with the Gulf
of Californis—which theory would
make California an island; ond so it
wiis represented on the Spanish moaps.
The hardships of this expedition of
Viseanio's “were™ such that both Agui-
lar and Flores dicd on the homeward
voyitae, as well ae many of the erews
of hoth vessels,  Viscanio, himself, ar-
rived home insafety, having sailed near
enaugh to the Californin const to sec
the verdure upon the hills, and to notice
the smoke from numerous fires, from
which he drew the inference that it
wis o well-inhabited country, The
charts that he propared of his surveys
were lost or destroyed, and thos was
rendlered almost useless the Tubor and
expenditure of the expedition,  He died
while preparing for andther visit to the
Oregon coust; after for a Tong time solies
iting the commission from his procris.
tinating sovereign.

This was the last effort made by the
Spanish government to extend its die
covetied, for o period of & handred and
sixty years. During all ghat time she
ws losing rank s, a4 matitime power,
of nd o power of any kind, and had to
look more to retaining what was aleendy
hers, than to aequiring any new teri-
tory, Her commerce was the spoil of
soveral of the nuvies of Europe, and
she way almest (unli|u|.|||y cug.-u_-;ml it
war with one or more of her enemies,
Byceaneering was the name given to
that specics of pitacy which,during the
whaole of the 17th century, spoiled the
cammerce of Spaing and buccancering
wits the favorite enterprise of the Eng-
lishy, Duteh and French navigators,
Tho Duteh, indeed, ventured into the
Pacific, around the southern ¢nd of the
continent, which they  named Cape
Haimn, and earried off pearls from the
Gullf of California, to the great chagtin
of the Spanish authorities,

Fearing to make those anticlex on the
eirlicst history of the Pucifie Cogst too
long for the patience of newspaper
readers, T ahall here pass over the in.
teresting. period of the settlement of the
Jesuits in Mexico and California, and
the founding of the numerows missions
s fiar north ab Santa Clars, merely re.
marking that the Spanish government,
despairing of reducing the country 1
any degree of civilization by means of
military settlements, at lust accepted
the offirs of the Jesuits to undertake
the Christianizing of the Indians: and
when that work wis accomplished us
fur an possible, coolly ordered these mis-
sionaries out of the country—after its
immenorial policy of rewanding i
best servants with scorn and contumely,
The Franciscans followed them, estab-
lishing all those missions norih of the
California peninsula, and remained un.
disturbed until the independence of
Mexicoy in our century,

In the meantime anather interloper,
and foe to the r\clusi\'x rights of Spain,

nppeared upon the Paific, by the wily
of Behring's Straits=und this was Peter
the Great.  After subjugating Noth.
ern, Asia, be tumed hisattention to i
coveryin the North Seis, and o settling
the question whither Asin and America
were connected By an isthmis, or sep.
arated by wstealt. . He died, howeyer,
hefore the truth becanie known, and the
inquiry was prosecuted by his widow,
Catharine, with a gooil deal of vigoy,
Tn 1728 an expedition from the Kam.
tschatka river, un.i]h.'.g ulong the coast of
Vi, northward, eame inta Tatitpds
Gy deg. 18 min,j or,dnto those straiis
that now bear the name of their R ussigy
discoverer, though it was not for same
time that he wis aware that he hal
| passed so clise to the American coas,
| for which he was looking, He maie
two other attempts to find the const of
America, In the latter of which he sye
ceeded, In July, 1741, he deseried the
coist in Tutitude foo, having first sighted
the snowscovered peak which he namel
| Mount St, Elfas, After this, He crised
about until he discovered the peninsuly
{of Alnska, for which our government
|0 recently puid Russin n handsonio

price,

Dut Behring paid his life for the i
coviery, as did very ‘many of his erew.
As winter approached; and stormg st
iny the S Pefery Behring's vessel, wis
tossed  und  boffeted  abour for two
months, during which time the erew
never rested,  In November they fell
in with land—a small, rocky island—
and determined to pass the wintwe
ashore at all hazards, Thiy were ahle
to land the ship's stores, and to build
wome hutsout of the ship's sails and spars,
the ship going to picces soon aften
Out of the fragments that eame ashare,
they built themselves more comfortable
sheller; but still, comfbrtless in that
latitude. Behring expired on the Sth
of Diecember, mid thirty of his crew
soon fallowed him, and were buried on
this rocky isle, which bears the name
of its wnfortunate discoverer, and les in
lntitude 54 deg. 4o min,—the old
boundary between Russia aml Ore
gon !

Little do readers of history reflea
upan the sacrifices made by all those
who first undertake to battle with the
wilidhess of nature,  Surgean Steller, of
Behring's expedition, writing of thew
months of storm, says: 4The genend
distress and mortality incrensed so fast,
thit not only the sick died, but those
who pretended to be healthy, whea
relieved from their posts, fainted aml
fell down dead; of which the scantines
of the water, the want of biscuits anl
bramdy, eold, wet, nakedness, vermin,
anil terror, were not (he least catses,”
Causes enough, one should say, why
men should fiint and fall down diasd,
when relieved from watch or duty, It
is some comfort 1o know that what
were left of the crew of the St Felr
succeeded in constructing a craft out of
the ship's reimaing, in which they sailel
sife home in the following summer.

The object of the Russians in prose
cuting their discoveries was the fil
trade, which they made profitable it
those #worthern regrions, Later, they
established & post on the coast of Uil
fornia, north of San Francisce Bay, it
what is still called the Russian rivet
countiy, biit no serious offirt was mile
1o interfere with the Spanish title,

AP Sound paper says: The
car lond“f‘:hhlp lmlmln were carried 19

on the train Wedneslay, 5:'
Porthind.  These knees are an exit’s
lent example of Puget Sound produc
tion, and are simply samples of _“‘h:‘,
may be got here within the limits ®
every town on the Sound. Men wha
f‘]ﬂilll to have nothing to do can RL"“
inta the forest and dig up valuable ke
at any time of the year,




