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WHAT IT COST ME.

Ismoke,  Not having the feur of
King Tames before my eyes, I may say
1 Mdrink ™ tobacco; for when he wrote
his #Counterblust ™ the enjoyment of
the burning weed was regarded s po-
tation, not fumigation, To be in the
fashion, I smoke a pipe.  But not only
to be in the fashion.  The pipe pleascs
me as o work of art, and it gives me
something to care for and become at-
tichied to,  Your cigar-smoker is an
uihappy, solitary creature, compured
tome, He enjoys only what he con.
sumes, and flings away, into the fire of
inta the kennel, that which he has just
pressed delightfully to his lips. But 1
always have o cherished companion in
my soothing pleasure, My pipe is with
me. 1t s nop merely so much ey,
and wooid, und amber. Tt has assumeéd
an individuality, and is a partner of my
musing hour,” We Have got used to
ench ather's ways, and thorou hly un-
dermstiind one apother; are tolerant of
each other’s peculinrities, and #ecom-
modate oursclves to ench other's moods.
Sometimes, indeed, my  companion
seams coy und reluctant it the most in-
teresting moment; buta little attention,
half compulsory, half enticing, almost
always puts matters upon their natural
footing sgain, At other times; | must
confess Tam il treated, and my attend-
ant minister, instead of burning incense
befare mie, will coldly go out, and sul-
lenly refuse any response to my most
im{mm:nata wooing, just when it ought

e

to be aglow with warmth and fragrant
with perfume,  But Tam able to trice

these little miffs; in almost all cuses, to
some neglect onmy part, 1 hive heen
remiss in proper care, or have allowed
other afliirs to divert my attention more
than suits the views of niy jéalous com-
panion,  Mattery, howeyver, very rarely
come to this pags’ between us; a little
Indicious coaxing generally bringsabout
an understanding, to onr ‘great mutual
satisfi A

I have spoken of my pipe: 1 have
two.  That is, two of principal import.
ance,  OF these, ane s the pipe par
excellence, but the other is o prime fa-
vorite; and there are, besides, three or
four that are well enough in their way
whan the whim takes me to enjoy them;
but they have no particular and recog-
nized position. Plpesmoking is a
Turkish habit. The Pipey that s, the
one which [ ulways mean when [ sk
Jenny about my pipe, is, of couse o
‘meerschaum, 1t is of such fine quality
Al 50 exquisitely earved that 1 am the
envy of al least a dozen of my friends,
who have not been able, for love or
money, to compass such a marvel. The
Bowl s in the form of & Turk’s head,
unid is decorated withtwo dark carlun-
cles by way of eves, The tobucco is,
of course, put through the top of the
turban into the place of the skull; and
I derive consequence in the eyes of
some people from appearing to consume
the brains of one of my fellow.creas
tures fur my passing pleasure. | have
nlready the serene joy, only 10 be ap-
preciated by the meerschaum smoker,
of seeing my Turk’s full and lightly-
fiowing beard turning so gradually s
sich hrown under my tumigations, ut
although 1 comtemplate the present as-
pect ol his coutenance with the great.
est satisfoction, I must confess that [
have some misgivings in regand to the
certainly spproaching period when the
line of demarkation shall invade the
face proper, and the finely-cut nose of
my Turk shull be divided horizontally
across the bridge into s eream-colared
section and a tmwny-brown section
Then, however, | shall build my hopes
upan the time when this line shill have
risen Lo the very turban's edge, while
the hue in the lower part hus nid, |
%0 that | shall have my tawny.skinned
Oriental with a dark, chesnut-brown
beard and a white turbans and then |
shall stop smoking this pipe, and lay it !

MY BRIER-WOOD PIPE, :\.\TI;|

away i a livle enbinet—g peaceful
trophy,
ut nlthough 1 worship with all loyal
devotion at my meerschaum shirine, 1
confess to a great fondness for 4 little
brier-wood pipe—the second in order
of precedence amang my favorites—so |
redt that, if the meerschaum knew it,
iwould, I fear, breed permanent trouble
between us, This brier-wood beauty
i no mere knol of wood with o holein
ity bt the daintiest lile pipe that ever
wits made,  Tts chief charm, howover,
Is that it glves ‘me no trouble whatever,
und dlways accammodintes itself’ 1o my
convenience and Ty lemper, It pe-
quires no solicitous Tnoking niter, like
the other; which, | must confiss, is ca-
priciows and exacting, like all prima do-
nis of wellestablished reputation, 1
can enjoy. it when I ploase, and as 1
Please—taking no thought whether it
15 too hot or too cold, or whether it is
in & condition to be handled,  Tts very
form is ot onee graceful snd convenient.
The stem is made with 4 double curva-
ture, which conforms to the position of
my thumb and fingers as T hold it, and
to that of my chin as 1 carelessly Lot it
hang from my mouth, It is mottled
beautifully, anil the bowlis lined with
the finest meerschanm, which shows i«
self above the edge like the creamy
foum wpon rich ale.

But, alus! one evening 1 discovored
that it hiwd & defect; and 1 am of such
un exncting disposition thav 1 never tol-
orate any faults that can be remedied,
except those inmy own character. Mre,
Madiox has often said that she Hnever
found hany gentlemium us wis so "ard
to please'as Mr, Robinson,” Mrs, Mad-
dox is my lindlady, She describies her-
self as a Henglish lady in rejuiced cire
cumstances,” und i fond of oeemsional
reference to her “connection with the
hareystocracy,” 1t is more than s
pected that the particulur form of har-
rystocraey with which she was cops
nected wis with a certain Harry, Lowd
W— and that the nature of the alli-
ance muay be best Tearned from the col-
umns of the London Zimes, among the
reports of teials before Sir Cresswell
Cresswell for divoree.  Mrs Maddox
frets b my esactions; hut Jenny, who
is the maid that tukes oare of m,: room,
saysy * To be sure Mr, Robinson bs o
bit partic’lar; but then there's & com-
fortin doing any thing for him, cause
You cun see he knows when ity well
done.! The fact is that Jenny is a very
excellent bod intelligent person, 1
found out that she undestood and ap-
preciated me very soon after 1 took my
present apartments. She has continued
1o do so ever sinces so that it has come
to be an understood thing in the hotse,
that it Mr, Robinson wants ay thing
dione, it will be done il‘_]r.nuy can o it.

s Maddox  1osses  her “wall-nilad

black carls—in which I detected o gray
hair the other day—aml has ore than
once insinuated that “the husey "™ hils
rticular vewsons for her attention (o
Mr. Robinson. But let me toll you
that Jenny is not only prettier and bet-
ter Behaved than her mistress ever was,
but one who, it she fived i London,
would never become acquainted with
Sir Cresswell Cresawell, unless, indew,
thraugh the instrumentality of n hru
of  husband.  What might be Jonny's
views and feelings, were it not For cor.
tain differences of socinl position which
must obtain under all forms of govern-
ment, I, of course, am not called wpon
10 say,

But the defect in my hrier-wood e
Tt wirs a serateh on the stem, mde uc-
cidentally with some tool or other, angd
which esenped the notice of the maker,
andd also mine when | boughtit. Touch
—touch in fine organizations always so
much more delicate a sense than
with all men so much mure 1o be 5
upon ik evidence of fact—revealed fi
to me, 1 was sitting upon the balcony
on one of these glorigus autumn eve-
nings, smoking with Miss Kate John-
stone.  That §s, Miss Johnstone was
sitting theve with me, and | was smok-
ing. She in ucharming girli so sensl
bley cheerfuly and goodsnatured, and yet
with a will of herown,  She aften sits,
or used to sit, on the balcony inthe eve-
ning while 1 smoked, for she did not
object to the fumes of fine tobucés in
the open sir.  She is u belle wherever
she goes. And well she may be. Such
a rupnd, lithe figure, such an arched
instep, and such white dimpled handy
and shoulders, such clear brown eves,
and such waving chesnut hair are not
often the united property of one wo-
man, And then a fortune too! Not

#

much, only thirty-five thowsand dollars;

all well invested,  Munneigh Bagges,
Esge—she is an orphan, ninl il r. Bagpes
is her wnele andi guardian—who had
noticed her inclination to sit upon the
baleony while T smoked, took me aside
one evehing and spoke to mie phout this
fortune,

“Mr, Robinson,” said he, ¥it has
heen my duty 1o observe intications on
your part of o desire to address my
il sl nives, Miss Johnstone™

“Indewl, Si" I hegin, “ 1 haven't
yoi—""

“Pray don't expluin or apologize.
The transaction, 1 have no doy i, would
be n it hotisrable Ky youl
position and vour reputation, 1 shall
ot make myself divectly or indirectly
a party to the afiir, But 1 think &t
anly correct to say to you, Sir, in view
of pridentiul considevations, which, of
course, being aman of sense, you en-
tertaing that the smount of the lady's
fortune has been much cxaggerted by
feport.  She has only thirty thonsand
dollars: and all of that must he rettled
upon ber at her martinge, 1 showld,
however, be willing 10 connint to the
investment of ton thousand dollars Th o
safe special partnership for the benekit
of her hushand, 1 may as well wld
that 1am empowered by the will to re-
tain the whole Proaperty ds trustee, and
mike only xuch guarterly payments
over eight hundred dollars o 'your as 1
should deem advisable in case she shoykd
marey without my consent.  1've just
saied s much to My, Axletree,  Gangd-
evening, I have u business ene
gagement.”
Who was Axletrec: Why the son
A villgre blacksmith who had worked
his way through collige, and into the
Liwy andd whio wis quite populir in onr
hotse—I ulwayx dh‘ hate popular men
= who hail made n sort of particy-
lir acquaintance with Miss

but the whole thirty.five are there, and

garinn, with whose nane, a¢ it consists
chiefly of three ¢’ four #5, twao 2,
ahd a y, somewhat promiscuously dis-
tributed, 1 shall not trouble Yully o
who, a meceschaum. pipe-maker in &
own cottey, il been roduced bere,
from luck of money to by stock, o o
mere ri;m-nu-ndw; forwhich he st

comsplatipn by Hving with o pipe in his
mouth, But T awas impationt of delay .
Why not do sueh o teithing and sinple
piece of work mvsell? 1 had the e
plemants by me, why not we them? 1
détermined to do. so, and i s minae
wis rubbing wway at my pipe-stemn
with the finest sandepaper. The sur.
Lige Wi soonn simvethied s bt alns! |
sawy, when too late to sty iy hnlnl‘
that 1 had rubbed off colir as ‘well as
surfilce. My pipe was o light Kind of
brier-wood which had been stained
darker ta give it the usual and the e -
eted color, There was bot one remily
—ta sandpaper it all over, amd stain it
ol anew again,  So ab it Ewent, and
rubbed until the first part of the opery

tion wis completed, wnd 1 postpionest
the rest antil the morrow,

When Lawoke in the mutniog
eye first sought my pipe whiere 1l
upon my toilet table, You smile be-
cunse it was o pipe thie 1 looked after;
Just as yousmiloed when vou foand that
that kephcapped oy, who s the de.

light and the torment of your life, ook
the toy gun with the reallock that you
denied yourself to buy fisr him to bed
the first few nighis after the acquisition
of the Tongedsfor treasire, it Y,
when that handsome Bav who does his
mile so easily within 2.0 first toak his
place in your stalle, ilh\ you not, next
morning, come to the hrvakfist-talile
with the ofler of his stall about vou?
When that pretty little yacht firat took
you up the river mr‘-uur oty plice,

ditd not your wife detect yon standing
. 1

by holding her harse hand, and swing-
ing her quickly off the siildle one morn.
ingr when, just as shie was starting lor a
ridey the animal Began to rear
plunge most violently; after which
time she would somotimes sit pod hear
him talk about Dante and  Shakspeare
when T thought she might much better
he out npon the balcony with me, Be
this s it may, there " Mr, Munneigh
Bagges left me, with the sssurance that
if 1 eould get Miss Johnstone's conyent
1 might hive her and with ber ten
thousind dollars in canh for any safe
comeern in which T might desive to be.
come a partner,. Why it was just the
sum that Grist, of Hopper and Gyixt,
the rising flour hotse, mentioned that
they were looking out fir with a chpas
ble junior ns Co. My fortune was in
my hand; and so 1 smoked upon the
aleony repularly, always fnvited Mis
Johnstane ot with me 1o enjoy the
evening air andd always mide miyself
us ngreeable as passible,

On this particular ovening, s I took
my little pipe from my lips, | felt for
the first tinie w Jong semin down the
wavy, well-polished stem, 1t was the
merest seratehy o semicely perceptibly
indentation of the surface, Bt still jy
Wit Ihtn-: il it ke d my  atten-
tion, and finadly annoved me, A buy-
dred thmes il my Afinger wanider up
and down the pipe-stem, ngz ot e
length and shape of the blemish, us |
talked to my fule companion. 1 could
not help turning my eves from hers to
the pipe once or twice, oven while she
wis spenkings till fially she stopped
short o the middle of @ sentence, and
itwas only by a promgitly paid compli-
ment, based upon what she wis saving,
that 1 prevented her from Teliring
1uixkiy it the parlor where 1 knew

xletree was sitting, 1 finjshed my
smoke and my chat with herg asked th
be allowed toattend hor an her rde the
next afternoon, and we prted to our
respective chambers, -

{Sn Tooking at my plpe, T found that
the depth of the serateh wis even los
than it had seemed 1o the touch of my
restless finger. 1t really did not mr
the ripe #t ally anel to most eves would
need powting out to be sden, Bt
there it wis} T had discovered ity and
I should kpow of its existonce if the
whale worll besides were ignorant. 1t
wiis the splidir in my vy the skeleton
i my elosel. Tt annoyed me all the
maore bechuse of the absilute perfection
of the pipe in all other respects,  Why
should ‘not u thing thit wis o nearly
perfict be made absolutely so?  There
was 0o reavon, und 1 was determined
that it should be mude perfect withont
delay: and that 1 wauld place it the
next day in the hands of a litthe Thuy.

ut _\'lll.ll'. U 1 \\'i“l]ﬂ\\' at o sne
wonted matinal hour, in o very seanty
rinenty feasting your eyes upon Her—
the yacht, alas! not the wifie—ax she sat
like n duck wpon the water? When
that eare, enrly edition of your fivorite
poct came, vich with the decorating skill
of Huyduy, didn’t you quite in a uneon.
scious sort of way carry it up stairs with
you when you went (o bed, and take s
l‘mn look at it s it was up there™ af-
ter you were undressed, anl a tirst ook
atitin the morning before you war
dressed? You know you did.  And
what difference does it make whethiar
it B # howseya baat, n book, e by
gun o opipe? 1 looked then st in
tnhh}' ok you looked wt yous, ed i
seemod whitor in the doyllghe thas un
der the guseburner; pod © filbhne
hind done a foolish thing. Bl widepe
Lrotight me wisdom e walll e come, )
5huut ijgn

I have done no more than consig
the pipe to the Taudy of my litle friend
of the cunsanantal desigmation.  Hut 1
thought that was bonlly aarth while,
and thit ws 1haid biegon | might as well
goon,  The truth wis that T scerotly
shrunk ot asking his miabstetions,
though Edid nut ackinew leitge it ts my -
yfor fear he should pronvunce my
nob genuine,
rredl a young droggist among
my acquaintiices, and calling upon him
on oy wiy homowand early thit ufter.
oo, L was provided with variogs dyes,
including logwood and copperas, and a
tincture which he thought woull pro.
dice exuctly the tint required, Oy
reaching the howde 1 overfook Miss
Juhnstane, rudiant, upot the front steps,
anly entenmg, togrethor, we hid o mo.
ment’s talk abiout our anticipated plens.

wre, fur which the afteriioon promised

finely.  But 1 tound that a full hour
must pass before we shoulid mount our
homses, and | detern
sart of this by fnishing my pipe
would fake hut a linde while, und §
lewve me time to lelsurly don my ti:lliug
gear. 1 owok off wmy cont, turned up
my eulfs, and nrplird the tineture wil!l
o eamel’s hair brovhe  But o my sur.
prise and disgrust the Moid, which ‘when
shaken iy a bottle seemed to have just
the reddishbrown hiie that [ s mucl
desired to produce, when spread over
the wood (dried of a bright camation
color, hesiden  looking s palpaply
puinted as Miss —s chieeks, and mak
g the stom a8 strouked as those reads
by the aid of which Jacob so cffietually
*ehid ™ iy futher-in.fow in that lirtle op-
eration in sheop and neat cattle,  This
experience cost me some minutes of my
hour, bt it tanght me nothing; for
went dn with my job as if besotted, |
summaned the ever-willing Jenny, aml
asked her 1o get me a (‘ edlgewoand

miwrtar, in which 1 had seen the wakter




