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WOMEN AS KNOW NOTHINGS.

Mus F, f Vivron

1 wonder if the woman  who grasps her
closed pamsol in the middle, and when
she sits down besile us inoa car, or else-
where, threatens our eyes with the pointed
end, is o mother-medaw ¢ 1 aik forinform-
ation, becaue it is currently  believed that
thid clow of persine do ull the disagreea-
bl things that are suffered by luckles
benedicts, “The woman who looks dag-
gers at another pssenger for presuming o
ML anywhore near e rullles and Hounces,
I v evidently on the road 1 be one, that
1 needd pot inguire about het; nor about
that womnn who on entering any - pubilic
conveyance fmmediately proceeds o put
into'the hands of her chilidren cakes, fruits,
<and candies, with. which they smear thems
silves and thelr refghbors, It iy sl les
'11L‘|:o.1nr'_v o ask concerning the woman
whio carries a pot dog about with her, to
Lo the disgust of every one that happens to
be in her vicinky, ‘Thiese lust two things
fre diaioligal enough for the most saanie
of motharindaws, Thert ure  without
doulit many more ol these odiows practi-
con that hever woulid liave come it vogue bt
foor this Fact thar men's wives have mothers
and thiat thede mothers - invist on taking
Biterest in the wives and children of their
poni-in-daw,

When | cotsider what a stupendifuil-
wreswornan by, dn every telation of life, and
eapecially in that of legal mother 1o her
davghted's hostiand, T am overwhelmed
with despalr, wind ready 1o become pn Ad-
venlis, or any dlier event-ist that might
promise 10 remove the sex bodily out of
e worlil—comfortably  1oo, in decent
raolies, nod angely’ wings, 1 we stay here
tauch lovger we may have o go (o our
orettion, without waiting for the death of
andls, an the Hindoo wilows do.
We shall only be penmitted (o walt il
the marrage of our dauginers, when, b
iy of no lunher consequence—Lliving, in

O s

fach, the  [amily's  closet  skeloton—anr
Ufanaral baked Lo shall Jurnish fonth
the marriage foast” of our sonsin-daw, In
onder that the threatening ghoswt of the
meothor-indaw may. be forever L,
Wanghver’s slandsZway ZJhive in a dute of
sevurlty,  Happy, bo that day, will be e
mothir ol sons only, for she will be held
swcrnds and danghterssin-daw will bo forced
o allow her o administer cathipetas, And
losk after the dishursernont ol {he  hiwse
Keiping fund without remonstratce; amd
wire than all, she will never be named by
e dif

alicions appellation of mother-ine
T, —that bulongs only 1o those unhappy
wemnen who e neglectad o sirangle
thetr gitl-babies in the cradle, and therelw
Wave fneurred, theongh an infonuiate
claln of circummtances, this fearlul bime,

Thit o retarss 10 the . parasol—whatever
e

make s awkward woman s pecy-

Harly swkwand with that darigerous Weapan,
an wbiellad  The parasal may be faily |
contiderad an il to cvitization in the |
way it s handled  There are as many |
stades of diffecence in varrying this por-
table thatch as yoo may. find Mrasa o so- |
cityy andit B not the “receil deposit

et Mongeishies B0 i pedjile’s lwes Wyl
receny deposit, 1 anean of coame, thy
P erustl™ amd by this you will wndessaan
Wat 1 ihink those who doit are from e
Pomiliferoms seeates; gnd 1 wish ey wiuh
take notice nob o worry dignified genle-

Tpeienl, aned petulant jorrmatisty, i that wa
i the fudure, W coume it is because
they do nit know any better; by §t s
quite T bhey dhb and e § ke e
reasate Damtaking thes b wsk sl it
it thore wre s

W things thie wo
men da nol know, that sl e kito know
o oot blame thend for being srooram of
common  baw, or the plainest miles of
health, or the umples priiples o me
chanios; forthe privilege 10 Khow ilese
thiltigy men arrogate 10 themselves. | o
hot exicaly Blasie the woman who gives up
to an old hend of ber dead husband his |

unpaid npte, upon the representation that
“ivie all right; the note is of no conse-
quence, but he will pay it in aweek ortwo)
just Tet bim have it now to, save bother,”
oty et 1 donot, as 1 sy, quite feel like
reproaching her for being the simplest
creature alive; and cenainly o boly is to
blame for being simple.  And smilarly
no man s to blame for Leing a scoundrel;
because, probably he just “growed so" a5
Topsy dil, or the Pomeray boy; and nat-
ural scoundrels ought not (o be so seyere-
ly déalt with as artificial ones.  Anybody
can wee thie focce of this fieoh K
balf an’ eye to the interests of society,  The
law of love, in favor in society at pres-
ety judges i wiser and better 1o let a good
many simple or innogent people be victim-
ized by robibers and munderers, rther than
for these few unfortunates to be put oul of
sociely’s way Il expected that a great
reform 4 1o be accomplished by kindly al-
lowing the criminally inclived 10 do as
their impilses diroct them, and compelling
the honest and sale part of the community
1o pay the expenses incident (o the indul-
gence of their abnormal propensities. It
i also hoped, that by encouraging depraved
instingts in the parents, a virwous prog-
eny will bless the fatare; on the principle,
1o doulw, that “he hair of the same dog
cures the bie.”

Anil 1 teel a sort of hesitaneyin express-
ing my opinlan of that wanin who now
gets her bread by doing odd jobslor house-
kewpers, because she was credulows enough
o think she muyt put her name 1o ceru
papens presented byoa villainous Tawy
who lives by huiting wp titles, antd wateh-
ing Tor the decease of the ownies of valua-
ble dots, This  industrions  individual
clearly carns his right to. widow's estate by
logking alteritso  closely as 1o know all
about it : ( how is the widow 10 know
but all lawysiers aree alike, and  the word of
each one is law 2 Sl thongh 1 have wot
deniexd this man's right 1o acgiire proper-
1y by gemting unsuspecting women to sign
waway: or by ferreting out faws in titles
that have never been disputed, goan, alter
the denth'of ' the awner; ol frigh
the willow intoe paving him o magnificent
Divtnits foe naking evervthing safe | § 31
have asont ol wnpleasant conviction thay
the woman iy 1o blame for being such a

ninny, 1 Have an impression in & gencral
way, that i1 these women had not been sat-
Isfiesd to b clldishly ignorny, they need
not have been,

Again, when a poor woman, with sev-
eral children w suppor, pu all keemoney
invo stocks, and leaves thie certificates in
the hands of a brdker who In failing fails
s 1 aceount for the stock, 1 o not
blame e broker—oh no ! —1 simply
think “what a silly woman " Of course
the broker knows that she is silly, and be-
g moal, 1|r|'h'l\'.\1rum;|m: bigr, 1 en-
countering the wrath of some hig-fisted
ma and beoker, 1t woalil not do o be
too hark on the boker; and 1 chopse, in
any case 10 be severe on the weaker par-
tr. Itis safer. And thierefore 1 ay all
these vietimisel podr women oughi 1o be
ashiaied of thenuselves for being victimized,
Pethiags ignosance of the niles of bis-
tess §s less culpable, inoomr sex, than -
wranee of parasol handling and other cone

{ventionativtes: but then it s really more

fatal t our pecun

Ty juwerosts, and oughy
od, Wemay e wil-
liskie, oumelves, 1o dradge In oiher Peoplel

thirefore we b Ay

| hstses for 4 bare subsistence, while some

man enjovs our monev; but the thougli-
less outside world cannot forgive our hay-
ing such lad aste—and the warld quite

| right—we ought not 1o be forgiven.

There are cortain olher munor sins of
ignoranee that we commin and for which
wi deserve and receive the maledictions
and contempt of man; and on account of
which they dislike to Jdo busives lor us o
withus.  1n the first place women, |
the babis of their lives, which bs 10 always
be domg something that bas neither I;c-
Rpuning  nor end, do o wndentusd the

vilue of time as applied to stated pursuits:
therefore they  allow themselves to be -
timated as bores, for trespassing without re-
flection upon  the time of those business
Jlerscns, met of women, who can i1} afford
10 spend their working hours in idle alk.
The reproach often applied to our sex,
that we have tongues “hung in the middle
and wagging at both ends,” does not come
so much from the fact that we talk on an
average more than men, as that we  talk
muore incansequently. 1 do notknow any-
thing more tiresome, myself, than alk
that means nothine—talk just for wik's
wake. Vet women think one of their own
s unsocial and unkind who is not wil-
ling to listen and reply to meaningless re-
marks that break in upon what ¢lse might
be o train of thought, but being constantly
interrupted  never reaches the dignity of
theught st all.  Thave seen women who
evidently consldered it their duty, the non-
performance of which would amount 1o a
serions breach of good manners, 1o har-
angue w roomful of people, though in the
effort w porform this labor they had 1o go
over ever toplc in thelr personal experience,
from their childhood o the teething of
their st baby,  This style of tallk—it can-
not be called conversation—when carried
into the business places of men, who lave
a certain amount of work to accomplish in
a given time—becomey even more irritat
Ing than it s in the home-place,

Another teaitof women s, that ot know-
ing anything, or st best very liitle about
any kinds of business outside of the house,
when they come  to have any perform,
they are i the plight of ehildren desiting
to read without Khowing the alphabet;
and being conscious of their ignorance, and
of the apportunity it fumishes for imposi-
tiony by the unserupulous, and errors on
their own' part, are in an uncomforable
and uneertnin state of mind about it that
Teads them to pursue 3 vascillating course
very anniying totheir advisors, The fickle-
ness of purpose arising from doub, is even
more wlerable, however, than that foaligh
assurance (st comes from having learned
a little of something and mistaken that Lit-
the for the essence df the whole matter, A
flippant, vain, boastful, ignorant wornan,
i a scourge 1o the patience of evoryldy,
Dt panticulariy' men's, beciuse they have
atrlitional dislike o indopendence in
women that makes it of the highest im-
pomance weshould know well and thorouih-
Iy whinever we assume 10 know, Men
will notaceept o woman in 4 man's plce
who only can do as well as the man; she
musl do better, in onderio furnish hin
with an exeuse o himself for allowing her
w doatall. Tt i net 4 sufficient red-
san (o bim that we aeed anything, Heis
secustomid o hear that women are needy,
and acoustomed (o see them depend on
chince for thelr supplies. Tt s some-
thing that he does nol feel ke meddling
with; and if you should foolishly demand
his good offices on the grownd that YOu R a
( woman, very likely he kssaying in hishean,
0o business 10 have been s woman!” T
put onvam, half-conceited  and half-de-

terests of our sex, expressed o desire to do
something for a certain helpless: class : for
saitl shie, 1 love women!" I had so often
found that women loved only men, and
cared niothing for each other, that this sud-
den assertion of one woman quite startled
me, There weretwo of us then, who
cared a5 much about our own. sex ag the
otheri—who wouldstand by our own im-
mergencles?  No wonder I was startled |~

For I see ¢very day about me the ‘¢4
dences of an unreasoning devotion 1o men
on the part of women; and can only bear
with it patiently  hecanse T know it is the
sinof ignorance, and unconscious obedience
to custom.  You have only 1o read the
Police Cowrt reports in the daily papers to
learn to what an estent this servility of the
lower classes of women s carried,  These
same women would not perjure themselves,
viry likely, for their own daughters; bug
the most  brotal of men they will; and for
other men  to praise thelr devotion is
reward enough. A story in the Onerland
Monthly  Tor August, called 0 “Litle
Woman™ fs ( T hope ) a fictitions  example
of thesame Kind.  As if there could beany
glory in prostrating  one's soul before a
traitor and & criminal | Dut you do not
have 1o go owtside of your own  circle  of
abservation to find examples enongh, Tt
bieging with the favoriism that' teaches the
girl of the family to wait npon and abey
her brother; and it continues in the ex-
culpation of the boy for faults that would
biring the girl under severe criticism, if not
junighment. Tt allows the young man ta
"sow wild vats” with hardly a protest; and
the elder man to violate: every sacred abe
ligation with impunity. It makes mothery
care [or and support worthless sons, as
they never would equally worthless daugh-
ters; and il ciuses the  wives to. drink the
cup of sorrow and degradation (o the lees,
rather than_break with their husbands. 1t
may be argued that the pecuniary: depend-
ence of Women upan men decounts for
this in & lage degree, Granting that, it
does not account for all' of it, nor for
the fatuity with which women, pecuniarily
independent of men, still devote themselves
1o the mod undeserving, Tt is the result
of long ages of imperfect moral training
and eomplete domination of intellect, 1o-
gether with physical dependence.

There is & poetic slle even o such
monl ignorance as this.  Undying love
and undying devotion are beautiful in them-
selves, and when applied to worthy objects
become herole.  But a woman is hardly
cxcusabile, on the ground of these high
vittues, for degrading hersell.  The vinues
then become foul vices that ne white-
souled woman can countenance and relain
tier parity.  And my doctrine fs this; You
it first b trie to. yourself before your
devotion to anather is morally of any con-
sequence, A woman may nol know low
w0 handle her pamsol gracefilly, how to
take leave seasanably, nor how a business
tranaction should be conducted; and on

these merely conventional circurstinces
may fidl to take rank with the eliw.  How,
then, i such triffes ure noy patent every-

fant sirs of Knowing things that it ds nor | where, can it be expected that the nicer

posailile with - your small experience vou |

anid weightier poins of troe mardlity and

ol know thoroughty, i only 1o co. | Tefined religion shoulll he commonly
ornn younselves 10 utter ,.j_i_"c,’,,.": and | uniderstoind ?

1 think than e greasy gl sticky Yands of |

your durtings applisd (0 thiir. broadcloth,
or the sdghe of your poodle inthe ;.Incr|
phhicee only a babe should be, is more ol |
erable than the footish assumption of e |
mg what vou cledrly dre not, in’ the busi-
nes ranks of society

p |
}/ | g no WOman cobsirites my erith

Lam avare that the gospel of gush eh-
courages. the association of the pure with
the impure fior the sinnet’s sake; but 1do
not believe init.  The old saying that “you
cannot touch pirch without being defiled " j
full of homely pertingncy.  The moment
that you join hands, ever 5o lightly, with
any unworthy person, that moment you

| Casmn upon thee inifficiency, the tad fate | Wse misre than the other gaine.  The late
or the want ofmethod in the babits of some, | Brooklyn trial furnished sufficient evidence

as a reflection npon all, or as iy any wensi
an effort to discourage her.  Not by all
I love women: and now (g 1 have said
i wonder if fr srikes you 15 oddly and
A strongly 4 the same avowal once struck
me? It is et so very long ago thay 4
stranges, a lady with whbm | chanced 10|
(FomERe upan some topic affecting the i,

of this truth,  Had the innocent party in

that trial—if, indesd, there was an inno-
cent panty—totally refused from the first
any partnersip in the guiliy sécret with
the other; bad Mr, Tiltan refused to lie
for hior husstand, or ber husband refused to
lie for hit, as the cuse may be; had Moul-
ot dectined 1o be made the repository of




