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THE WEST SHORE:

CAFT. HOY'I™S LAST TRIP,
THE PROLEY COLUMBIA OF 1BOHI—A FRKIL-

G THIF 10 ASTORIA—BEMINISCENCKS OF

AN OLD STEAMBOAT PILOT.

Asa sewonable treat 10 the numerons
readers of the Wast Suoxr, we presant
below the natrative of an old River Filot,
a well known and estimable citizen, who

way a participant 1n the scenes and inei-
o in prbatmd 1

i not be ot of place

tere 1o remark that the wintee of 1860-2
wity the severest in the intensity and dura-
ton of the cold weather of any ever ex-
petienced in Oregon since its settlement by
the whites. At that thine the strong and
saunch hitle sile-wheel steamer Mult-
nomah, owned and commanded by Capt,
Richanl Hovt, of honoréd memory and
ane  of the  plonees seamboatmen. on
Chregon. waters, was employed upon the
route bewween tis gity and  Aworia,  For
ahie informution of those who were not re
sident here during Capt. Hovt's lifetime

wie will bricfly sketch that stunly, aerling
a) notliesonled ol commander
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soes voough for three davs, be stanad lor
the trial in the stout litle steamer, Among
the pasengers was the daughter of Mr,

Alex. Abornwthe of Oak Poing, beother of

Gav, Geonge Abernethy ol this

who

was on her way lome from 1 holiday vi
here and ar Oregon City,
ful and petilows trip the young lady proved
hemell (o be as colrageous ay she was fair,
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and as |uli1-.hl as ahe was amiable and |
good, The Mulnomah encountersd no
difficalty until after she had passed Wil
Inmette Slough amd got into the Columing,
where lpating fce covered prefty nieatly
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the whole surface of the river,

phyoes it was frosen solid and  stationan
A few mites down the steamboat was
most blockaded by the foang masses and

wins extricated only after & good  deal o

woulle. In backing ber to make space
for good headway through the dce right |

ahead the rudder was badly diabled, and

this accident caused much difficulty suls
seqquently, as it deprived Capt, Hovt of that
perfect command of his vessel which was
%0 very essential,
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The steamer’s headway was very slow.
sow commenced o Bl tick and fast s0
s 10 obstriiet the vision and make it difi-
cult to distinguish the customary land
marks—the ebb tide bearing down the
moving fee with a velocity threatening to
the vessel's sfity and rendering it next to
Impossible 1w keep her 1o hier course, dis-
abled as she way at the helm 5 and, 1o add
1o the discomfort and perils of the siu-
i, the afternoon was fading  away into

¥
it uncertain gloom of evening. It was
sileimportant o reach Ouk Polw-—aot ouly
1o bl Miss Abernkthy, but also there 1o
word up and 1o procure good gore of pro-
visiootn for the wnpy which already began 1o
chini: tokens thiat jt would not be Tfnished
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for dads 1o witne
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Capt: Hont's intention 1o mn his ve
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nel of the river, and Capt. Hoyt resolved
to make an effort to cut the steambiony
clear of the pack just about her, then 1o
force her through into the open. channel
way, and from that to. push for the most
feasible landing place where wood could
be got.  The passengers, together with the
crew—lourteen persons in. all—willingly
and with alacrity went to the work, and
after considerable exertion they cut the
steamer loose in an hour or two. Steam
was up, and the channel was successfully
made. tmt not withtut freoat danger two or
or three times of heing encompassed
and  crushied or  wrecked by g
large floes of thick and sharp cutting
ice which rushed down with the rapid-
flowing tide. Dut it was almost dark
when this much had been acemplished,
and the hopes of nearly all on board began
10 sink at the dismal and threatening prag-
pects before them,  Capt. Hoyt, however,
showed neither lack of confidence in his
ability to lattle his way to safe haven at
! Cathlamet—then the only place it seemed
poasible the steamer could reach,—nor
anything beyond that proper anxiety which
a commander onght to haye for those unider
his cure and protection.  With bugyant
fpirits and stout heart, and by words of
cheer and comfurt 10 his passengerns, and
inpiriting communds 10 his crew, he ma
tained good fecling and thorouwgh disc
pline on board,  Good forune anended his
unceasing efforts, and just ot night-fall, with
e Lt stick of fire woall fed v the boiler

and the dimishing steam at low gauge, the

Mulimomah made a lavding, not at Culi-

lapiet, but at a point eight miles above,
TIE THIKD
At the earliest light of day next: mom-

DAY —=W0OD | P—=0FF AGAIN

ing, all, passengers and crew alike, started
to get a supply of wood. An old scow
upon the beach was seized on and speedily
chopped into fuw], and vielded about twp
cords. In an abandoned eabin coversd
with snow—which was fully four feet deep

were fuond several sicks oft damoged
flour, and, undermeath the foor were two
sutll pigs nearly statved, thin as famine
conld reduce them, but still alive, ad
a5 it was wieerained, as lively and vigorous
of font in trving 1o escape as wild mbbits.

Bt their pursuers were in (he predicament

of the boy who was de
the woodchuek—it wis

rately hunting
not A question
whather they could catch the animals; it
was simply imperative that they had to
capture them; and they did; though not
withowt a Tong hunt and 1 migh chase, for

snow and em

feet away in a direction
opposite 1o that they had headed, quite as
porpoises dive and sport at sep, By the
titme the wood was put on board and the
prides for the larder safely stowed, the day
had gone, anid there remmined nothing 10
dobut to tie up again for the wight, and
awail whatever Fate or Foptune should the
nest day conped or cheer them to do.

THE FOURIM DAY—X0 CATHLAMET YET,

The moring hroke with discouraging
ponents, yet all on board felt a better de-
gree of confidence than had possessed them
the morming of the preceding day. The
show continued  without  abatement,
1 frosty surface of the river, with the
snow  hecame so thickly crusted that it
| offeradl serious obitruction to the steamer’s
headway, as Capt. Hoyt labored to get ber
through the floating jce to Cathlamet.
The effort proved fruitless, Al that day
the baule with the elements was stoutly,
persistently, desperately maintained, with
all the odds so much against the brave
[ linle steamer and her strong-willed, un-
flinching commander; but at last he had
|m soccumb, and, disppointed and regret-

anid 1

ful, bt not digh ned nor di o
{2s#in be had to seck the inhospitable
|1.m..]| t-place of the night before, from
which be had started that moming; and
| A it was made with not another stick of
wood lefi unburned for steam,

A DREARY EIGHTH OF JANUARY,
Unes more at early daybreak all




