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THE WEST SHORFJ.

December,

THE FAITHLESS WIFE.
By Cuas. Bessewen,

W Hark! " exclaimed Andy, as the thrill-
ing notes of the Catholic church hells called
invitingly the denizens: of Auburn and list.
less minem from: surrounding gulches to
midnight mae, " Hak!" he repeated
camestly, Then, us though satisficd that
his sharp eans had unt deceived him, he
continued

“ Here, boys, this ' séven up” has to be
slopped il you wikh 1o hear the glorious
“Te Deum ™ and the holy geapel. Thig 1s
the secomd bell; amd there 18 no e 1o
wate in pasie-board.”

CAN right, hom!™ was the unanimous
reply; only hold your horses until we pliy
this Land, then we all go.”

Andy —— was a man of sterling qual-
ik e induserion hardsworking miner;
ol a Gne intellect and a noble heart, never
Indulglng in the games of chance common
among minets, e loved solitnde, spent
his ledsure hours in company with hin shep-
herd dog bunting, and devoted the long
winter evonings In writing,  He way far
from lappy, and séemed to e aflicted
with some hidden woe and mystic sorow,
His strange and sometimes even eecentric
ways, did not escape the notice of his com-
yanions; but, by u silent concession, (hey

ly avoided all § gation, out of
reapiect for Andy's feelings, for lie wag ex-
tremely sensitive,

However, the game had terminated, and

persuasion, took a deink or two.

“Thivs the medicine,” gleelully mur-
| mured Jack when he saw that his well-
|mim| decoctinns had the desired effect;
| 0 thist's fhie stuff 1o cheer the hear pf Laza-
s,
| We proposed the health of Andy, and
of course all hands joined and circled 1o the
left.  Andy was now wy longer mute, but
w sparkle of his penetrating eyes mmve
s due notice of & good and well-relaed
adventure,  Strictly speaking, 1 did not
trlong to the party, but I made thelr cabin
-I.I.I}' hote ljl.llliis e winier, and ol Course
| was congidered as onie of the kmily.

 Now," said Andy, will each and every
one of you promise never 10 lsp, fr les
tell, of what T am abous 1o confide to you 1

We willingly and firmly pledged our-
selves, and made o somi-circie around the
cory fireplace; over which Jack presitled
with becoming dignity.

W Of course you all know Miller's ranch
on Burmd river 1" deliberately began Andy.
“Well, It was T who first took np that stand
in the spring of ‘62, Soon afier, the Boige
mines and the Bannock diggings were dis-
covered, and 1 struck o lile mint.  Tt's
trie, it kept my wife and me busy day and
night, but we made money, and that was
quite an auxiliary, 1 never felt tired: acted
lundiord in one hour, hosder the next, and
chief cook and dishwasher at intervals; but,
a4 1 saill before, we did a *Tand office busi-
ness,” s the travelers ealled i, and we” felt
J.  Our nearest neighbor, Dr.

all arose simul Iy 1o ace ¥ thieir
now impuatient * boss," as they called him.

“ Hold on, loys! " nervously ejaculated
Jack Dannely when all were ready to stan;
*Hold on; 1 lorgot iy pipe,”

" You peed no pipe,” aid Andy repny-
ingly; * come along, boys! "

“Why, said Jack, “can't a fellow smoke
in church while listening w the music 2

Tt his partners made no further answer,
anl huwrried on afler Andy,

‘The fact i, Jack was an old rapper and
winer, The mounaing wete his home,
and his entire beliel rested In something
good o eat,  He was fond of his stomach,
and & perfect disciple of Voliaire, He re-
traced his steps buck to the cabin, muper-
ing 1o himwell ax he wem: * llang (he
church, T don't ron with that shift]  1t's a
good thing, no doubl, and Christmas eve,
too; but it bs s0 long since | was inside of
 charch, that T wonld hardly know how 1o

Moushy, who resided on the Farewell Bend,
took a lively interest in our welfare, and
was & constant visitor al our wayside inn,
He made himsell yery agreeable, and my
wife never tired in eulogizing his every word
and deed, and bis smooth, gentlemanly de-
portment in particular] but 1 had no reason
1o differ with her, neither did 1 suspect any-
|thing wrong or criminal “until too late.
Loving my wife as 1 did, 1 should have
considered it a crime on my part 10 even
suspect her,

“Well, as 1 said before, all went swim-
mingly till, one day, my wife fell sick, as
though attacked by hystetics, 1 became
alarmed, saddled my best hose and rode
over in post haste to summon Dr, Moushy,
He had sold out. and was just ready 1o
leave the country. 1 told him my wife was
very sick, uod s 1 sald that he smiled a

suppressed, cynical smile which 1 shall

conduct myself, and the chances are, ey | Dever forget, 1 did not understand it then,

will take mee up aid bave me Bound over o |

then" he awwin soliloguized, ay all was |
veadv and his pipe B ler them come; |

keep the peave.  Nog 1) stay andd prepare
A rousing oyster stew and some Bot siff,
anil give the boys a layour’ *  Now,

we'll follow up thie night, for Chiristimas
comes bug onve ayear, wnl s ot every
day we Kill & pig or open hall a doren cans
of  McMorris's ovsters at a0 lick” wA
quert soul” he continued after 4 jouse;
' what can troutile Amly, 1 shoald like 1o
know. There iy wmething sad in that
ark, dreatsy eve of hin

“Hello, Shep!™ (addressing the dog,)
“an alarm ar the door

Av thar monient Ay sepped in alone

bt | have learmed its origin since. 1 am
in earnest, doctor,’ 1 resumed; *my wife
will surely die unless relieved by speedy
Akl

“*Whaat are the symptoins ' laconically
inquired the doctor.

O Heaven only knows!' T answerid,
|' ut she is sbject to some apopletic
| thisease, and she was in a fowhen 1 lef,
wl rber light in her head,”

* He now asumed a serions air, pecu-
[Tiar (o quacks, wrote & prescription, and
ondered me 10 hasten 1o Boise Ciy 1o have
it iltod without delay, At that time I was
“if!ilqg.ln do anyiling and scrifice all 1o
wve the life of my wife. 1 dropped imo

 the saddle and sped away, for the distnce

o all i rawe, walked (e caliis floor, | was great and delay dangerons.  On the

A talked incobererily about “ & villain
and “a perfidiony wite.

Tack endeavored 1o calm bim, and offer-
o him, bochils Jolly, droll, wiy, 4 nip of
the crijter
wod refused 10 st of drink
o “ll‘ tirsd time ll’l!:lllnl n I.k ‘l‘ll‘!llilll‘.
bt Ay wldly evadiod thiem

| wecomd evening, just as the Walla Walla

stagte drove up th the Overland Hogel, 1
artived at wy destinasion, having changed
horses twice on the road.  Here the driver,

e Amdy Jooked despondent, i who knew me well, banded me a note [rom
Now jnk.l Dr. M, informing me that my wife was
!better, but that 1 should remain in Boise

Reinforce- |

ity wnd awalt onders, as in case of a e,

et was fequisite, and Jack quietly waited | lapse he would have to change the prescripe

for s vomnides. Teaving Andy ndistibed |

i B medies of Bavy gome b, The dog

tion and forwand the sme by express
Well, T felt beter, and waited Hl ptience

onee thate gase the alarm an the oilier | oosed out 10 give place to gloomy forebod-

patners retarmed cold and hungry,

S Why didn't you say and see the 1hing|

out f© quanied they. s this the was vou

Ing». Was she dead!  And had ibey buried
her, so that 1 should never gaze on her
again! Oh!icwas awful 10 indulge in sach

coux us alf 1o maw, and leave us in the | conjecrures even; how much imore woull |

Jurch 2 Come, Ardv, tell ws why vou leh
#0 abwuptly #
At first Andy looked wikd, but he grad-

feel the pang of griel were they stem reali-
ties !

" Tartived bome late in the night. Al

Iunlh' limbered up, and, after cumirlcrnhll:im-i still, stark and dreary, [ hastened 10

the house, and called my wife by that, to
e, familine name—"' Darling;’ but no one
aniwered. 1 called again and again, but
seith the same result, T was bewildered—
even tenificd—though in my own home.
Finally T succeeded in procuring a light;
\hen T called again; but even the echo died
Lefore it reached my ears, Comeades, 1
was on the buraing ship, Goldes: Gale, wnd
prayed for help to live; and T was once
strychnined on the phing, and prayed again
10 God for hielp to die, for the anguish was
terrible; but the imense soffering: which 1
whw sulleied was Indesrbable,  Domestic
misfortune tsindeed a hard masier, D,
10 be brief, my wile hail eloped with that
villninous, self-styled doctor, robbed me of
my Title all, and left me  penniless: and
brokendiearted,”

“Andy, how did you ardve at such a
conclusion? "' 1 -asked,

" How did 17" he continued,  * A love
letter, written by her to him, fell inadver-
teritly into my hands, and disclosed to me
all their vile duplicity and treachery, They
were gone, and may the curse of a just
God, from whose judgment there is no
appeal, rest on and ablde with them ever-
more,  When love is transformed into
bt its biteness iy venomous,

¢ Bur why shouldl you grieve over spilt
milk 2 would some of my neighbors sy,
nfier (he news reached far and spread with
a lightning rapidity; and some who could
not even write thelr own name, nor knew
how mwany beans it would wke to make
five, called mea fool for not *“smelling 3
mice" long ago, - Cithers, again, who would
not under odinary cercumstances kil a
grasshopper, would now talk loud and
furious, advising that 1 shoald fallow the
hound and perforate him with bullets (il
daylight shone through him, But my best
friends counselled differently=ndvised me
100 keep cool, and deemed what T thought
an affliction u blessing, *for, Andy,' said
they, ‘a dog that follows everybady is not
worth having and too dear at any price,
1f she would rather be the concubine of a
libertine than the respected ‘wife of an
humble though honest man, then thank
God, from whom all blesings flow, that
you are rid of her'"

Here Andy paused, as though unwilling
to proceed; but presently he continued ina
changed, sad volee:

“The wound gnaws at my very heat-
strings, while my bosom bums with etornal
vengeance, and here | am, but a wreck of
my former seli and a hopeleis mono-
matiac,"”

Here anathier pause ensued, and 1 yen-
wired to remark soothingly:

“Andy, you cenainly showed a premo-
nition of something wrong, What caused
your hasty depanure from church to-night >*

“ Lasten!" he said, with the fire of interise
exvitement beaming from his pyes. " Afier
we had entered anil were Iaifiy'gﬁﬂ[’ who
shiould 1 see before me but that carnivor.
os-looking, low-set villain—the author of
my mined lome; bur 1 will have ven-
geance, foal or fair, )"

“Hush, Ande!™ 1 rooned; = pere
geance is mine, sith the Lord!"  Remem.
ber the inscription wpon the British coin:
* Honi soit qui mal ¥ pense!’  But if vour
chequeted fjoumey throngh life was i
pint—"

" 8ee Here, Ben, write nothing concern-
ing this—1 know your propensity; but, if
Fshould die and you survive, then sketch
my case and do me justice "

Andy seemed 10 feel lighterheanted nai.
since he knew we were no longer srangers
1 his domestic afais. We sailed into that
hot prnct and oysters like hired bands, and
4 lappier crew of jolly miner wag not
within the mining district of Auburn that
night.  Morpheus, however, cliimed his
own one by one till all was peace and rest,

The fullowing morming, s
mlly over 1} :‘lllu ;:u!s;:.:nniuh-m Nﬁ
wia e, daaking through the gulel w5 over the
relling bills toward Powder river,

*Bamothing new nnder the D" remarked

Juck, anid he was correct. A miner beenmp gy,
gerously wink during the night. A phywician wy

d, who, ding to ol t, way
theown from his horse andl got lont In the meagy.
talng, for he was o perfocl slranger in ghy
Joeadity, It was no other than Tir. A Y
Andy's bosm friend," us we Jostingly shylod
hitn, A rigorous soarch win ut once inatituted, jy
which, strange to sy, Andy took a lrely intermy
Ha b ouce started out with his favorite shephepy
ogr and teasty rillg, and returned by the lght o
thie moom, Wi it for good or evil 1™ T muse)
Lo myeelf, for Andy was a foarfully impulsio ma,
nevar forgnve an (njury, and sever forgod an st
of kindness ; bat the doctor wua Mill mising, Oy
the thinl night Andy roturned very late, b
Iowas atill awake, snd his strangs boharige
rommed e to {oll eonwionmen.  He procsstil
aulotly, stirved wp the fire, flled a canboon with
hist coffs, helped himself to all the Waeuits md
old ham and stored it under his penderous o,
coati I watchod him with my eyes half opu,
wondering whether he hod actually gona endy,
What struck me most loreibly at hle entranes wan
thiy whsencn of hin pet, ke will an his wild glunes
wtound the eabin, Apparently satinfiod that he
wan uncheerved, bo caitiously appronched my bed
i whisparod ¢

# Come slomyy, Bew ; maks no nobse and ask np
fuestiond

Koowing his sscred nolicitude for human lif, 1
fnared no dengor, and forthwith complied with his
wimnge reiaest.

H Cuught inn brap,” bio miubtered whin we wors
n eonpoctiul distunes from the oubin; *have him
Junt where 1 want him."

U Huve whom ! Tueked, “ The dogtor $*

“The wume wrobch, This evening rolurnlig
homa from my usial hunt, sod as 1 wii about slx
milas from here, my pup mude & queer noie some
distance shoad. At fleet 1 thaught he burrowd o
subibit ; but when be refused to ubay wy eall, 1
noared the apot wnd noticsd by the dirt thrown up
that it was u desertod shaft. 1 peered info its
gloomy depth, and a paie of black, wisthul eyes
met my wondering gass.  You should have besed
his supgliontions for mevey as he recognised ma,
Tewould @1l abook.  Adam like, he put all the
blame om the woman, the asatanily eowand.”

“ Bt you sre not going do hang the unfortunale
mint, and Love me s & wituess bo the exseution |

Texclaimed, ss 1 noticed him carrying o strong
mpe ander his arm,

WFur from i1," ealmly answerod Andy ; # 1 cama
to vencus, ok o kill*

The moos gradunlly dissppeared and Jaft us fo
darkuans, To procesd was dengerous, considering
the seasin snd wild lecality, a0 wa bullt & fire aad
wated for the break of day. At soon as pemible
wn slarted en oar way, and st lsl bove in aightob
the vacant ahaft, bui what & spectacls gracted aur
vivlon |18 wets (sl Andy, in onder to find the.
place fn the night with nourishment sad ruser
the halpless prisoner, tind the dog to's tro iy
by. A forotloma congnr and hungry mountais
woll were now emguged In o terrible conttic aver
the little follow's body, which lald Lifeless on the
gronnd, We rashod forward, unmindful of danger,
for we ware both unarmed ; but the rapacious aui-
munls hapt up the fonrfal struggle Hll puddenly, s
if by mugic, thuy disappoarsd,  We still ruabed
o, Andy, the noble sul, takiog the lesd.  As be
arrived at the shaft T hined him sing out in s shrill
volos, ¥ Oh, my Ged 1" 1 hurried o0 but, lol s
wight groeted my eyes which will never fade frem
my memory. Thero, in the bobtom of that shaft,
the despurat rutes which fall in the atrife made
& common foe of (he kalf famished dootor, and
tore the fesh from his lacernted body, Bu Jel me
throw & pall over the shocking scens, for an abor-
tive description aven would cause . savage to
shuldor and bamm pale. Verlly, the end of the
Ipmagresssr i hand,
¥ Ten yoars noarly have passed over Lo ned calas-
Eriho, wiid now, alas | poor Andy, too han bowed
to his Master's eall.  He returmad from the Casiar
minios, and on the tatal trip of the seamer Pavife
met bis fate, nud sl beneath the wilent wares
41l Tesus eall,

* What becamu of the wrring woman #  did you
ayF o Aak e not. Db the sold and watery
rave of the nohle-hoarted hushind Is & plllow of
olden down eompared to the living fomb of * Tae
Farmutesy Wire” o
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