An Episode
Of Mexico

By F. A. MITCHE!
» . - ¥

During the pre of 1) r of the
repablic of M y 1 went 1 with a
stock of goods <l i
the state of Durnngo. | I did
very well., Mexlco had ; 1 at
peace with herself, ( | 1
come in to develo] it
looked us though her pr
coutlnue

| t
D
t M
th vas nothin g
g {
moll during 1 I fa
The Mexican people, ¢ ( t hose
who supported ta i it

their troubles came lar;
fusal of the United
to recognize him as presid
turned more bLitter thar
Amerleans

I had
among Mexleans and

made a nut

continue my business w
tlon Thils wan ull ve
as 1 remalned in the
home nnd buslness But 1 was foud
of sketching, and I intended pa soon as
I could get out of Mexleo with my
study art. The

eapital to go north wd
Slerra Madre mountnins are not far
from my home, and I deslred to take us

many sketehes as possible awa ith
me of the tine landscapes there
Oue evenlug after sketehing during
ted to |

the day I went to a house devo
the entertulnment of strungers to pass
the ulght
the old Amerlcuan
days. It was not especially elean,
the persons It coutalued were of a low
grade.

About 10 o'clock at nlght I was sit
ting in the dining room reading n news
paper. I had gone there for the pur-
ta

The place corresponded to

tavern of f
i

pose, since a lnmp swung over the
ble gave the only light that enal
to read comfortably I was sented i
rectly under it, with my back to an
open door, when, henring a faulnt creak

led e

of a floor bonrd in my rear, I raised my
eyes from my paper I'hey Heghted on
a shadow ecast on o wall before me. The

shadow was not east by the light over

my head, but by one hack of the object
that produced it It wus not very s
tinct, but sufliclently so for me to dis-
tingulsh It as the shadow of a waun,
The head covering was pla ¥ i som
The owner nil shoulders came
next. The left arm was lowered, and
sluce the shadow of the right arm was
slmply a lump I surmised that it was
ralsed and polnted in my direction

It requlred only a fraction of a see
ond for me to see in this shadow what
Is ealled In art a foreshortened arm
I belleved also that the hand contained

brero,

& weupon I'hint It wns a pistol and
not a knife was evident, slnee It, too,
wns foreshortened Had it been a
knife it would have been held to o dif-
ferent grip, which would have produe
ed a shadow I would have seen some
evidenee of o blade In short, n man
wiis standing in a passage behind me

amel nbout 1o shoot me Expecting to
be Immediately Killed, T was paralyzed
I huwid not even the power to duck un
der the tabl N

lued to the evidence

Y my eves were

of my danger

Ilenly | osaw an inerease of the

of t! tn either side,

t helow 1l houlilers, n protuber
wivew nppenced momentarily, then merg
] futo t 1l Fhe right arm
wud lowered and houng at nn le with

the by SNow 1 eonlid se wt it was
an arm and there was a handow of
what It was plain waus n ol barr
When we are o danger our faculties
become greatly sharpened, 1 question
If they do not become rather Instinet
1 reasoned out the ¢ha this wise
Some one had come i ] the man

who was nbout to Kill me amd thrown

a pulr of arms nhout h What should

I donow? 1 alwavs earvied a revolver
on my sketchi tonrs, but it was at
my hip, under iV cont If 1 turned

uwow to defend myself while my ene-
my's weapou was lowered I might be
too late, whereas If 1 sat still, pre

tending to be Ignorant of what was go

lng on beblomd me, T m I be savedd
This consldoration M | through
my braln whibln o fraction of a .
ound. 1 had scarcely conceded It when
1 saw the v of t i \

up to lts for r posit i I le
the man who hnd been inte pled was
Intending to proceed as bLefore the o
terruption,

I'hen there was a «
outline of the shadow
express a strug:
Bons
and was grasped near the wrist by a
hand

Now was my time to act. 1 made
four moves Instantancousiy—I drew
my pistol, I rose, | turned, and 1 cov
ered my enemy

A Mexican stood before me strug
gling with a woman, wl
firm grip of his rlght
movement both stood

Che right arm shadow appenreg

“Drop that wenpon,™ | s

The man replied ¥ elfort
wrench his wrist from the woma I
tried to qulet bim by putting a bullet ¢
few Inches from his head, but he

tinved to struggle, and the wor an held
on. In another mowent | saw Lis hand
with the pistol In It extended on |

right. I put a ball in the hand, and the
pistol dropped on the foor
forwarl, | picked It up

“Gringo!” hissed the man

I asked him why he wished to k
me, amnd he sald thot he ! | gringos
This was the only he Eavi l
had been maved from belng murdered

by the woman who kept the house
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to find a cause 1 the origin of the fire

Congressional “Pairs.”

Th tom of it “palring
Is the practice of mee f1 1
tive bodies by hich ty 1 i of
Om partic i reirn
of HoR P ( subject «
thsent duarin t v tin
first used in the 1 ted States |
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€railed the Wrong Way.
“Well, my 1 b ed cheerfully

at the breakfast tabile 1l HIT aft
er Cholly had leng w idid
Ll 8 g0 last evening? Did she smile

n ) F proposal? '’
“No." sald Cholly falntl
away n breakfast roll
it.""—Pittsburgh Chronl
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Lifa 1s oo I to
tent: When a man 1
at which his wife Is o 1
the living for the family he has
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censes to humilinte him Fopeka Capi
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What Every Woman Knows.

A woman nlwavs ows when a man
Is in love with i A \ fie OwW
i worman In love ith biw when s
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Agreements,

Warranty Deeds,

Quit Claim Deeds,

Chattel Mortgage,

Acknow ledgements,

Real Estate ontract,
Location Notice—Placer,
Location Notice—Quartz,
Satisfaction of Mortgage,
Real Estate Azants Contract,
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