An Exploded
Secret

By EMMA BLAKE
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The captaln d 1 { for
cross questionlng the mar eflort
to get out of him something of
what he had to say ithout 1 ing
any promises But the man shut
Hke a clum and would say nothing

further except that there wos a strong
probability that the ship wounld Ix
wrecked that nlght Finally Captal
Le Moyne gave In, wrote out a bond
such as the man required
his story.

He said that in the stateroomn next
to his he had beard two mew talking
He eonld not bear all they sald, but had
heard enough to lead him to believe
that they were cmissaries of r

the German or Austrinn government
who had been seut to blow up the shij
nnd'send the cargo of arms and ammu
nitiom to the bottom, IHe had beard
distinetly one of these men ot

other, *Very well, we'll do it tont

The eaptain started to leave his cobin
when his visitor took the key from the
lock and held it in a tight grip wl
he wildded

“Remember your promise—Iif on ex
amination you see anything that |
Hke an fmplement of destroctlon you
will not throw It overboard, but place
it where It ean do no serious domage t
the ship.”

"Why do you stipulate for that?"
asked the captaln

“Decause | do not wish to be re
sponsible  for property  destroyed by
wistalke I should never forgzi
welf for dolng so, and 1 would lay nay

self Hable to damages that might take
all 1 have

This sntistied Le Moyne, ho had no
more relish for destroying i
propecty than his informes

The captain obtalued o pass Key ol
accompanled ouly by the  Intoroms
want to the stateroom I'lieer
found n box about the
case with o slhillng vover, w |
locked uttiog bis ear down 1t
box, the captain fancied e b
falnt tleking, but was not
informant also Hstened o
that be could bhear nothing It
wus n tritle deaf and could not bear a
wuleh tiek without putting it close to
hils eat
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While tnie War
Going On and
 r'rices Are Low

3 Shrewd buyers will invest in Jackscnville
i property and prepare for the raise which is

sure to con
‘ We can offer you a few ba at prices
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