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A Fisherman's
Story

By MARCIA BEVERACGE

“Gals 18 guls,” sald the old fsber
wan as he went on mending bis nets,
“whetbher they're pour tisher folk sich
as we have here the year ronnd or high
flyers frow the clty You never can
tell whut oue of 'ew's goln’ to do It
seems somethes os I there was a
wireless
sends a spark from a wan's eye lnto
one on 'em when he looks at her, and
she drops Hke a skeeter Iuto a plate o
ooul oll

“Now, there wus AMliss Markham,
who comr: here [irst seven years i
as purty a little thing us a bruo 1
schooner yacht She wasu't moren
seveuteen yeurs old nud wore the neat
est dresses of any gal on the lsland
You'd vught to seen her swim! BShe
didu’t tle up her hair in a In

1

telegrnph  apparntus  that

» on the

top of her head when she it in
the water, but let It trall belir )
Hke a mermald Never In 1 ong

life did | see nnything so llkely
Josephine Mauarkham puilin®  berself
aloug ou her slde In wiater so clear
that you &ould see the whole of her
the sun shiuln ind the ripples
she made and sparkln” at the same
time from a jewel she wore on one of
ber Qugers

*l had nthin’ to do then, w

Itin
for my bout to come out o drydock,
and used to go down to the beach on
purpuse to see ber o the water Sone
times she'd go o right about bhere with
the other bathers, nnd sometimes she'd
ge vut youder on 1o the ewd of the
dock nnd tonke o header But wher
ever sbe paddled she attracted 0
crowd. One day while | wans watchin
her swim off from the besch | saw
her lookin® up nt the dock at somebody
and followed the direction of her eyes
with wilne, A youpg feller was stand
lu' alone up there, and 1 knowed It
was him that was attractin® her He
wns  purty enough, but, Inws, there
wit=n't no =tufl tn b= pale Htthe chap
with iy eyes They wns blgger than
ausual when e watehed Miss Markhoam
Rind o wistful, Hke as though
wished bhe was swimmin' beslide her

“Every morning after that the little
begenr would stamd on the dock wateh
in' for the gal to go in Ope dav 1«
ed up to b, *Halu't you goln® o ry
Anudt he =nkl *XNo Andd | osald, *Never
lenrmesd to swim® apd he sald awful
melnncholy Hke, "Yes, | know how, but
I enn'e’

“Waell, one moruln® when Mlss Mark

bum waos s-<teppin® into the water with

bher duinty Hitle feot, sort o shrinkin
‘eause the ocenn was eold 1t wasn't
more than 0 degrees—-n lot o bovs
wnus n-=kvinrkin o the dowk, and one
on ‘ew, tryin' to dodge unother, push
ed the Hitle oh
o wnter You'd ought to
skip the breakers nnd, after gettin® be
yond ‘em, o for hilm The bathin
mugter didn’t hppen to be about |
o' pect the witer wos so cold he didn't
look for tmthers. So 1 run the e
boat down in order to help. bnehed

off Into twenty feot

e the gal

it and rowed out to the scene o th
accldent

“When | got there 1| saw the con
pnrpedest <ight | ever cluppusdd eves o)
There wus Miss Markhmm  stroggli
with a palr o Jeps Phie Nethe oha
bend wus down In the water, while the
lower part of him wans satflont I'tie
gnl couldn’t do nothin® with him. Ones

she suceesled In ghitin” bi= el above
the =urface, but bhix lees wonldo't go

down, and that spolled the gome
cust a pitiful look st me I wns
ryin® to pull up beside her, nnd as s
as | cume Into position | entehesd
of an aokle aud pulled the Irawmnh

mwian out, bis hend comin’ np |
gut him fnte the boat hen 1 telped
the gal ln snd, tnkin® the onrs, pulled
fur the beuach

“Them two crentures healo't never

spoken a8 word to ench ot her il
sghe DBung over blm as I <he'd grows
up with hilm NS mimili “« | gour d
ashore | sl ot bringh i |
to Hle, for he was oleot T

callin for & barrel, put o on 10 am
rolled him te it the water ot of |
What do you thiluk I insl F st
ovue of hls egs come ol aud theo i
other one

He's fullln' (o pleces”  sere
n woilnan who was lookin® ou, scinn

Out o it wWils

'our feller b ool et I el
sbhark bite v ol
“Yex," n - man o the crowd nnswy
ed. “They was lingl by the skin
“Jist then o mnn come up who sabld
he waus o dintor  He pleked up one

the legs wimd throwed it down, then

pleked up the vther aod throwesd that

down
**U'ork™ ¢
“I'h '

lookod ilw
saw Ll
closed ‘em nuin W irrbed m
hix hotel, wnd e was sn . i
ug'in

“MWhnt I'n "
o u'lﬂ | 1 .
Miss Mnrkhon |t
she'd suvesd fron n I
way they alv % 1
In romances th 5 e "
ehap hadn't Sr'd twon shot of
o the =y \

“The gn whee's Mrs ¢ Wil
DOW —iullies | " v =
with her hus | G
foud of hh { |
cork, bat ~ ' \
other hinlrf
help tairth \
Houtln® the w A

“Aund think of n [ ¢l
slch o purty gnl'”
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