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THE BRAVE ZOUAVES OF ’6i

MEMORIAL DAY.

By Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.
This day is sacred to the great 

heroic host who kept this flag 
above our beads, sacred to the 
living and the dead, sacred to 
the scarred and maimed, sacred 
to the wives who gave their hus­
bands. to the mothers who gave 
their sons. Here In this peaceful 
laud In-re the
sun shines, whet. era grow, 

IIIIous of 
armed men battled fur the right 
and brea st t-1 a thousand
fields the Iron storms of war. 
These brave, these Incompara­
ble. meh founded the first re­
public. They fulfilled tile proph­
ecies. they brought to pass the 
dreams, they realized the hopes 
that all the great and good and 
wise and Just have made and 
had since man was man. But 
what of those wtio fell? There 
Is no language to express the 
debt we owe. the love we bear, 
to all the dead who died for us. 
Words are but barren sounds. 
We can but stand beside their 
graves mid in the hush and si­
lence feel what speech has never 
told.
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Roy’s Decoration Day.

I brought blue violets from the dell 
For grandpa's grave today,

For grandma says he loved them Well 
Before he inarched away.
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but they 
a Union 
boys had 
sport of

The other grandpas nil are oid. 
With thlh htdr almost gray,

but he has curls that shine like gold 
And blue eyes full of piny.

Grandma showed me his picture, hung 
I'pun a chain of gold.

Hv.v totrungv that he should be so young 
And s' r «*t<»n!d in- ?.» old! I

HEY were queer looking sol­
diers in their short Jackets 
mid knee breeches, 
could tight." Halil

veteran of the zouaves. "AVe 
lots of fun iu camp making 
them, but on the Held they proved that 
a man didn't have to wear a regulation 
uniform to make a good soldier."

The iilen of dressing in the showy 
uniforms, imitations of those worn by 
the 1'reucb zouaves, appealed to ad­
venturous, unconventional spirits In 
the north at the opening of the civil 
war. One of the most noted of the 
zouave regiments was recruited from 
tile volunteer lire lighting force of New 
York city, a body of men whose re­
spect for law mid order was not al­
ways strong enough to prevent them 
from enjoying a rough, turbulent time. 
These were the famous Ellsworth zou­
aves, le<l at lirst by Colonel Elmer IS. 
Ellsworth, killed at Alexandria, Va., 
in tile early days of the war.

Washington beheld them with inter­
est when they marched into tile capital 
in response to President Lincoln's call 
for volunteers, Imt the interest was 
mixed with anxiety when the city saw 
the n miners of the Bowery prevailing 
on Pennsylvania avenue. But for all 
that It made much of the New York­
ers. .<>siMs-iallv lifter the latter did he

roic work in fighting a bn 
capital city.

In many | laces the history of 
war is dotted with mention of 
zouaves. They bad the usual propor­
tion of skulkers and shirkers, of course, 
and men In whom the duration of war 
wore thin the sense of duty, but mi the 
whole the records of the zouave regi­
ments compare creditably with those 
of others. Their gaudy attire. In which 
red was the prevailing color, made 
them good targets when they met the 
enemy.

The slime zouaves were especially 
noted for their proficiency In drilling 
and gave exhibitions in northern cit­
ies. Memorial day parades in some 
of the big cities generally see turnouts 
of some of the zouave survivors. They 
form invariably one of the most con­
spicuous features of the processions.

The name "zouave" is African in 
origin. The Zouaoua are or were a 
tribe of iCaliyles living in Algeria. 
When the French assumed control 
over that country, about 1830. they 
found that tile Zouaoua would make 
good fighting men and organized them 
into two battalions. French officers 

command, anil some 
French soldiers were admitted to the 
ranks, adopting the distinctive Moor 
Isli dress, sometimes with Fill-op an 
embellishments Later the regiments 
were composed entirely of Frenchmen, 
but tlr distinctive Moorish garb was 
retained.

Now the zouaves form an integral 
part of the French army, being organ­
ized into four regiments of five battal­
ions (•acli, divided into four cumpd- 
liii's. the total strength being about 
13.000. There were papal or pontifi­
cal zouaves In the days of the tetii- 
I’oral power of the pope, and they 
fought gallantly against the Italiaa 
occupation of Borne.
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What does the canal look like.
I looks like a lake, and a lock 

two projecting canals at either 
it reminds me of the days when 
school boy I studied physiology.
Panama canal looks like th« illustra­
tion of the human stomach with the 
alimentary canal and the duodenum at­
tachment. The stomach part is Gatun 
lake, the great artificial body of water 
bottled Up in the Interior of the isth­
mus where ocean going vessels will 
steam along for twenty-four miles, 85 
feet above sea level.

Approaching as we did from the At­
lantic side we will follow the canal first 
to Gatun by a channel 500 feet wide r.t 
the bottom. Here a flight of three locks 
rises to the summit level of 85 feet. 
This brings you into Gatun lake which 
is an artificial body of wa'er formed 
by damming Chagres river. Through 
the 24 miles of this lake the channel 
will be from 1000 to 5000 feet in width. | 
Boats will go ahead here at full ajieed. 
As the lake becomes settled and clear­
ed of deposits and decayed vegetation 
I can forsee that this part of the jour- 
n y will in the future prove very inter­
esting. At present the lake is cover­
ed in places with moss and Vegetation 
which have torn loose from the bottom 
and the dead palms standing partly 
submerged look ghostly in their soli­
tude. Covering as it does 164 square 
miles of land formerly covered by jun­
gle and fo-est, and in some cases t-vm 
towns, It is reaaonaule to suppose th rt 
as the waters kill the Vegetation and 
Iu s n the bogs, timber and mosses, 
tliat the surface will become covered 
with all kinds >f floating things. Ev­
en now th we are vart patches of flout- 
ng islands resting here and thereupon 
the lake. But in time this will be e. 
minor factor ail a* hr tropic vegeta­
tion adapts itself to t le shores of the 
new laka, which in >liin latitude will be 
but a -hurt time, the appearances will 
be suggestive of permancy, 
it had a.ways been. (Jut 
broad surface of the lake 
wdl steam, over to.vn sites 
by rising waters, ac ss the bed. of th« 
oid Panam t railroad, leaving the locks 
behind a bend in the c .anne'. The 
scene will be one of i lyllic grandeur.

In the distaii -e the blue foot hills of 
the children of the And -, the Cordil­
leras, slope gradually iwny from the 
shores of the lake. T ho .-.hip will move 
al mg smoothly under her own steam 
ut this point and with every mile of 
travel new viatas w.l, open before the 
eyes of th behoider. 1 topical foliage 
tne tali graceful t-ocoauul palm, ban • 
n i trees and thousands of tropieul 
plants in full bloom with hundreds of 
c nor» to dazzle the eye. Occasional 
orchids will be espied clinging to some 
t unit < r branch a .d strange wa'.ir 
fowl will add a touch of lite to the 
see le. Ail this will be attended by the 
brilliance of the tropic sun »bidding 
d,wn its splendor on a acene temparea 
by the spice laden bretzea which ut 
this altitude anl on this open stretch 

1 of water will be a factor in adding to

the comfott of the journey.
Imagination plays with reality, 

here in Gatun Lake one finds it diffi­
cult to realize that we are traversing 
a continental pathway. Where the 
Great Divide looms straight ahead r.r.d 
the mountains take on majestic heights 
it seems incongruous that a ship of 
commerce, or perchance a great bat­
tle ship should be floating over the wa­
ters of this inland sea. penetrating the 
heart of the tropics at an altitude of 85 
feel.

Were we assured that we were in 
some landlocked lake in the Adiror- 
dacks it would seem more real and we 
look around for the familiar birch 
bark canoe to carry out the similitude. 
But in looking out gaze is once more 
held by the lithographed landscape and 
and the comparison vanishes-

Aguin we find the illusion destroyed 
I as we sight the light houses of giisten- 
j ing concrete, tucked away landward 
as range lights to guide the mariner 

! over the waters of the lake at night.
The route leads directly oyer the site 

| of the abandoned town of Gargona 
where the top of the base ball pavil- 
can be saen about a foot above the sur­
face of the lake But on the whole 

1 the scene along this portion of the lake 
will be one of wilderness, of jungle and 
forest backed by a curtain of rugged 
mountains.

At Bas Obispo the vessel enters Cul­
ebra Cut where the passage for nil e 
miles has a bottom width of 300 fee. 
Here is where the gieatest amount if 
actual digging took place and it is a 
fact that here is the last work of fin­
ishing. As the work progressed tl e 
nature of the soil was rucli that land | 
slides were the bane of the engineers, j 
There was nothing to do but let itslid • j 
and then carry it a wav. When the , 
waters were turned in it was jxpecte1’ 
that the counter pressure would have i 
a tendency to offset the difficulty, bt> 
the slides st’ll occur and the last wor. ; 
on the canal is about this cut where i 
the dredges are working night and day j 
cleaning out the channel.

There has been in all 26 slides in Cul­
ebra Cut, making an additional twelve 
million cubic yards of material for the 

| canal diggers to remove. This is some 
I task in itself and yet the canal will be 
I finished and in fact is finished on time, j

When i s iy the canal is finished I 
l mean just this, The canal can be used 
for milita.v purposes now at any time. 
The only work remaining is that of 
cleaning on the sides of the big cut. I 
Dredge» have been uassed through the | 
lucks, the Water has been turned in | 
and the canal is a perfect working sue-( 
cess. There remains plenty of work, 
and there will always be work of some 
kind in connection with the big enter­
prise. The matter of fortifications the 
breakwaters and docks will all come 
after, but this is not, in a sense, part 
of 'he building of the canal. These 
are necessary because of the canal but 
the canal part is luilt.

At Pedro Miguel where the summit 
level ends, a lock lowers the vessel to 
a small lake, with surface at about 55 
foot level above the sea. At a dis­
tance of about a mile and a half be- 

, yond, the flight locks on Miraflores are 
1 encountered. Thru the vessel descends 
' to tidewater and continues its way to 
the Pacific by way of a channel eight 
and one-half miles in length and 50(1 
feet wide at the bottom. The depth j 
of the carta) throughout is forty five 
feet excep’ at the Atlantic entrance 
where the bottom will lie forty-one 
feet at mean tide.

The great problem of the canal as I 
have pointed out previously was first 

: to make it possible for men to live in 
I the zone. Tins being settled the next 
1 problem was the impounding of the 
water» of the Chagri-» river and the 

' construction of the locks and spillway, 
rhe engineering difficulties here over­
come have aroused the admiration of 
the whole world, both for the speed of 
accomplishment and the stability of 
the completed work.

There is little m figures; one cannot 
grasp the immensity of the undertak­
ing until one stands in the shadow of 
this giant enterprise. For instance 1 
am told that the actual amount of ce­
ment poured in the construction of 
tnese locks is placed at two and aquar- 
t r million cubic yards. This seems 
like a lot of cement but to me it real­
ly means nothing. But when I stood 
in contemplation before these gian 
stairways and realized that there wen 
twelve of them all in duplicate ano 
that any one of them would stand up 
even with a six story building, I cou.u 
understand something of their magni 
lude. And then *hen I realized that 
ninety-two leaves were used to oper 
ate these several lucks ami that the t-

: lectric controlled dev.ces fur operating 
I them were controlled by a mechanist: 
' that worked as smooth as clock work, 
I there came home to me that down hen 
under the vertical ray» of the tropic», 
sun our American brethren had been 
really doing someth“"* * d when

I

as though 
upon the 
me shi| s 
wiped out I

one considers the off'ct all this will 
have on the future history of the world 
we are prone to swell up a 'rift ■ ov. r 

i ge
we are prone ro swell up a 'rift ■ 
the fact that we are alive in an 
when big things are the reiru’ar ord­
er.

Just briefly let its look ovdr'tbis-new 
American possession which is so small 

I in area'so big in consequences. The 
> Canal Zone lointains about v4j'^i »^ip^re 
miles. Jt begips at a point three t«a- 

’ rine miles from frtean-low water tn J k 
I in each ocean and ext n s for fjve 
i miles oti each side of the center roFte 
' of the canal. It includes the group of 
islands in the bay of Ppr-ama qanjed 
Pecico, Naus, Culebra and Flamenco. 
Th« cities of Panama and Colon »re 
excluded, from the Zone territory, (fut 
the United States nas the right to gn- 
force sanitary ordinances in these -ci­
ties. Of the 436 square miles the J.I- 
nited states ownd abolit 353 and 73 are 
held in private oWnei-h p. Under »tie 
treaty with Panama the United £>ta£.s 
has the right to acquire by purchaseTor 
bv the exercise of the right of eminent 
domain, any lands or properties reces- 
sary for the protection or maintenante 
of the canal and can therefore aequiie 
the remaining land at any time, line 
population of the Canal Zone outside 
of Colon and Panama is 62,000.

This is the strip of land lying down 
near the waistline of the universe tn 
whi:h the eyes of a whole world aie 
resting at this time; and this js tl e 
property which means so much toward 
the development of trade with our Jit­
ter republics in South America and so 
m-’ch for our own military protection.

What it will mean in a commercial 
way is the big factor, for while we 
may get into a war and need the1 cn*iiil 
at some lime, we will surely get 
with commerce at once and will 
the canal all the time. What it 
mean in a commercial way is the 
fraught with big intel est and 1 
look into that matter in my next let­
ter.
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A McmcriJ Day Poem Dedi 
cateti to tiio G. A. R.

SLEEP tweet and rest, brave ones! 
i ho air is teeming

With sunshine golden and with 
bird song gty.

Sleep sweet and rest. The blossoms 
fair are leaning

Their bright Shocks on your graves 
the livelong 

Above you floats 
fended,

The dear
stripes

Hither your

day.
the flag so well

flag—theold 
we Io ye.
comrades true 

have wended
Their loyalty and loving 

prove.

stars

their

praise to

HITIIEH YOVB COM11A1HM THUK THF.lll 
WAY HAVE WKNllKIr,

THEIIl LOYALTY AND LOVIMQ PRAIS® TO 
FHOVK.

plays ths dirge

turnin g gray »nd

comrades brave

Softly and eolemn 
above you.

With bowed heads 
growing old 

Stand silently the 
who love you,

Whose days will soon be as a tale 
that’s told.

Sleep, then, bravo hearts, with pale 
hands folded meekly;

Sleep sweet and take your rest, brsvo 
hearts and true.

Like lilies fair your memory bloeoome 
sweetly

Forever in our hesrte, O boys in bluol 
—-Harriet Frenceno Crocker.
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