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enforced are far preferable to a multiplicity of enactments

opportunity to provide Oregon with the
development influence of permanently
constructed highways is heither wasted
nor lost.
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mine, and what does this signify ¥

Grumbach answered: *“This, high-
ness, I took these from the little prin-
cess with my own hands., They have
never been out of my keeplng., Those
you have I know nothing about.”

The duke rubbed his eyes. “My

| daughter?’

“The Princess Hildegarde I8 not your
daughter, highness,” sald Hans.

“Gott!”" The duke smote the desk in
despair. “Herbeck! I must send for
Herbeck!™

“Not yet, highness; later.”

“But If not Hildegarde—
I must be growing mad!"

“Patience, your highness,” sald Car-
michael.

“Patience!" wearily. *“You say pa-
tience when my heart is dying inside
my breast! DPatlence! Who, then, is
this woman 1 have called my child?

“God knows, highness!" Hans stood
bowed before this parental agony.

“But what proof have you that she
is not? What proof, | say?"’

“Would there be two loclkets,
ness "

“More proof than this wi'}
Prodoce 18"

J'Speak,” sald Hans to the gypsy.

“Highness,” sald the gypsy, bowiug,
“he speaks truly. IHe came with us.
For fear that the little highness might
recognized ns we traveled, we
changed her clothes, He took them,
together with the locket. One day the
soldlers appeared In the distance. We
We lost the littic “!ghness,
anid none of us ever knew what be-
came of her, She wore the costymu of
my own children.”

“We shall produce that in time,”
Von Arnsberg.

“Damnable wretch!™
addressing the gypsy.

The other shrugged. e had
promised immunity. That was

I believe

high-

e need-

anid
snid the dnke,

been
all he

cared about unless It was the bag of |

gllver and gold this old chwek mender
had given him a few hours gone,
“l1 am summoning her highvess,”
said the duke as he struck the bell
“And, highness™

“dizpatch some one for Gretchen, who

| Hves at 40 the Krumerweg.” |
What does she
| know? Ab. | remember,

“The goose girl?
®he is even
now with her highness, | shall send

for them both."

Gretchen ¥ Caribchnel’s  bewilder-
ment increasixd What place had the
goo=e gird In this trageds

“Now, while we u vaiit e
snied the duke, his agiiuthk SOe
what under cuntrul, “the prool, the

defiuite proor!™

ndded Grambach, _

gypsy child when you lost her?' said

the duke, *

“Yes." Von Arnsberg took from un-
der bis coat a small bundle, which he
opened with shaking fingers. He had
been in the Krumerweg that afternoon.

“Why, those are mine!" exclaimed
Gretchen excitedly.,

“You see? gnid Von Arnsberg.
| “Would vou not like to be a princess,
Gretchen ¥

A priocess! Gretchen's heart fAut-

tered. A princess! She laid her head
on  Hildegarde's shoulder, She was
wenk, and this was some dream.

“But who, then, am 1" asked Hilde-
garde,

*Tell what you know,” said Hans to
tha gypsy. “Highness, he alone knows
the man who brought gbout all this.™

“The archplotter of this damnpable
conspiracy 7" The duke's eyes became
alive, his face, his whole body.

“Who Is he? Tell me!
him to me, man. and all of you shall
go free, Give him Into these bhands.
His name!" The duke's hands worked
convulsively as if they were already
round the throat of this unseen, im-
placable enemy. He was terrible in
this moment,

The gypsy produced a letter.
to be held earefully,
tattered. The doke read ir.
that it wmade the original offer it was
worthless. The handwriting was pal-
pably disguised. The duke flung the
missive to the floor.

“Fool! 1Is that all you have? Tell
me what vou know, man, or 1 shall
bave you shot in the morning, immuni-
ty or no immuunity! Quick!

“Highness," sald the gypsy, thoe
oughly alarmed, “this is how it hap-
| pened. My band was staying at the
time In Dreiberg. We told fortunes
aud exhibited an Italian puppet show,
The letter came first, 1 was poor and
sometimes desperate. 1 was to take

ance.

It had

Every |
beat of his beart cried out for venge- |
Give |

us it was old and |
Beyond |

| NOTARY PUBLIC AND

her away and leave her with strange |

posple”
“Ah!"

futerrupted the duke. with a

*Why did you not
Jence?

“Highness, a great wrong bhas been
Jone, and God brought me here to
right 1.”

“You are a brave man,” darkly.

“l am in your hands, bighness,” stur.

leave us all in

dily. “In a mad moment 1 committed
A cr I would not accept till 1 had
miked personnlly with him. He eame
at last. His fuce was hidden and his
voice wutlied. But this | saw—when

| he gnve we the first balf of the money

despniring gesture toward Grumbach. |
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TILE FOR SALE
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tity of first class drain
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For sale at reasonable
prices. Call and ex-
amine, or send us your
order.
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